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God that Re niay continue to shed Bis abundant blessings upon you. My
dear friends, 1 pray for you sincerely. You have hadl great advantages in
Lonîdon since I knew it. The spirit of the Lord is abroad ; it is working in
the opening up of fresh fields, and ] pray God that you may know the day of
your visitation, and that the men and wonxen and chidren here present to-
day, ail having, an interest in the circulation of the Scriptures, xnay testify tu
the power of the Word in their own souls. The more you study it, the more
ricli discoveries you will nie of God's grace, and, instead of its being ini any
wvay a dreary book and a hieavy book, the light wil shine brighter and
brighter in r-very page, and whien yen want it most, wvhen your fiesh an& your
heart fail, you wiill find that God will be the strengthi of your heart and your
portion for ever.

Dr. Josephi P. Thonipson, of New York :My lord, ladies, and gentie-
rne,-l have been requested to subuxit, aud 1 have great pleasure iii sub-
i ittingý. thz- followiug, Resolution :

"Tlat this meeting, recognising,, in the Bible the inspired voice whichi
breaks the silence between heaven aud earth, and reveals to men, under the
teaching of the Holy Spirit, the way of their salvation, rejoices in the con-
tinued vigour of a Society which. unites all bodies of Christians iu the simple
yet Godlike work 'if spreading this l3ook aimong.st the nations of the earth,
aud cordially supports the (Jomniittee in their purpose of responding to the

i 2rowi-ng confidence shown tcwards the' Society, by a bold, and at the sanie
tici prudent, .nlargement cif its operations."

My Lord, it is myv privilege and lionour this morning to briug to the Britishi
aud Foreign Bible Society the fraternal and Christian salutations of the
Anierican Bible Society, a Society formed ixpoil your owul mode], governed by
your owui principles, --Iministered after your owu inethods, aud co-operating
with you in the single work of circulating the Word of God iu every tongue.
lIn the foreigiu field -ie, for tîxe most part, use the versions whicli your liber-
ality lias pruvided ; in other instances -we have been happy to supply yu
with versions preparedl by Axuerican mnissionaries sud placed at your disposai;
an~d there have also been cases wvhere ive have shared wvith you tîxe expense
of the translation aud the issue of foreigu versions. Then, as to the field
at large: with P' wise and Christian courtesy we have divided that field so
as to -%ork iii it jointly without interference, havig the samne grand endea-
vour to put within the reacli of every inhabitant of tlie globe a copy of the
Bible. No nobler emiulation, my Lord, could stir those tiwo great peoples;

* nay nothihgý less worthy ever arise to incite them! * *
*But wliere shall we find character, where gain the basis of character as we have
it in this Book? WhVlat guarantee for the future of a people like building co-
tinua]ly upin thec Word of Gud ? Our strcngtli has not outgrown depe.,ence
upon it, our wisdom lias not made us wiser than its teachingeI our wealtli
lias flot. enabled us tu say, "We have no need of flice."' Juat at this
point, my Lorl-and it is tlic one point to which, for a few moments,
with your permîs3ion, I beg to speak,-1 shahl le met by the cry s0 coin-
mon iu England and lu Germany, and eclioed anxong us, that this is niere
book-worship ; that you are setting up for yonr guide, a 'book; for your
authority, a book ; that you arc negloctixîg reason, and nature, and con-

i science, and intuition, and are no better off reaily thian the African witu
i lis fetish, or tlie Papist with lis superstitions and idolairies. If there

be any weight in his objection, surely sudh a, resolution as this ouglit
not te be pissed, iii whidh we proclaim, this Bible as tlie voice thiat breaks
the silence between heaven and earth, and urge you to go forward in disf-ri-

buigth> ok Book,-worsliip! What la fhIs book-worship fIat Our critics
sucer at Isl a truth any thc lms a truth tIat it is written ana hauded

îdown in a book 7 Suppose Sir Charles Lyehi lias discovered and setfled for
us Icl graduaI Process of tIc earth's formation ; suppose Davwiu haB dis-

Ico'rered for us fIe solution of flic engin of species ; will t.hat be any ftie lessItruc that they have written it iu a bock îW)Nat would not auy one ciof f


