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THE POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL PREACHED
TO TIlEMI.

.Matt. XI. 5

I7HE churchi %vas emt.I-o onely H-e imist be,
buried in the clepthis of I-is golden tabernacle, a so-
litary Captive ini the likering twiliglit of the sane-

tLiarv lanip
yih es, the clitirchi %vas very richi, wvith grildings

and a profusion, thoughi not an) overloadin-o carns,
arches and capitals. But, that evening, whiat wvas ail
this w~ea1th to the Divine Guest abandoned on the altar ?
Richies do not prv~afroni these panels, carpets
and elaborately carved pews wh'li wve înstinctively feit
were reserved for the richi -for D)ives -- soniethinc, like a
mocking voice seenied to rise sayingy to the humble Jesus
of Galilee :'I Blessed are the ricli."

A sombre thought struick nie '' Vln dost Thou
reniain here, nîv God, in the glooni of these vauits.
\Vhecreforc forgyet Tvlfarnow tghei riches once cursed
bv Thee ? Saviouir, hiast Thou relp.ented of the Crib ?
Betienii wvas stern ; truc, but the Chiristmias peals of

of song w'ere sw'eet compîarecl to the icv silence and pomi-
pous indifférence of this temple. Corne away an(' console
the niiendicant iii bis hovel, the laborer in his litit ; cornle
and1L visit those wlio cannot venture hiere throughl fear of
this opulence."

Sonie one was coming i n -a poor mian but tiot a
hemggar ; thiat -was pla in frorn bis appearance. le knelt
down at the back of the chiurch-whiere the carpets stopped,
lcaving the flags bare--ilhe spot for the poor. I-le looked

at tue altar, bhis lips mioving iii pra.e gcntly 'rvgnv
-is if disclosingy a secrct. Then lie leaned biand and elbowv
against a neio-hborincy colunîn. 1 approachced hii.

You are tired," I said simplN ' whiv don't \-Ougco
into one of tie pews ?

1-le salttd nie with a look, seenied surpriscd, and
then said in a low tone and xvitb a haif smile:

Ill'ie pews? Ohi ! thcev're too grand for nie."
Hlowever, as I insiste'd, lie rose but hiesitated about

speaingc because we wvere ini a churchi. I drew hini aside
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