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The scriptural wearrant for medic.ueïîiiissions, and the
obIiàgXion 10 heal file sick sn mission work, os cicar and
unmistakabie. ur lilessced Lord and Savioiîr, who is ini
ail îhingS oui-esample, lient abouit lîeaiieg the sirli,
opening the eycu of the blind, aaid rausing the laie to
walk. This ' vas flot done hy our Lord merely aIs the
manifestation of his commiseration for ithe sufféersr, but
.os -au integrai part if lîis mission as tlhc Messiah. In
Matthew 8 : J6, 17, iî is saîd . I-le caol oîît the spirits
%viîh bis word, anid healed ail that leere sick :thaI it might.
be fulfilled îî'hich cIao spoken by Isalali the pruphet,
saying, Hituself îook our infirmities, anîd bore our sick-
nesses." This passage prescrits the truili thal it was
foretold of îhe MIessiali îbat, as a part of mis vcork, lie

l iîmself tooi flue infirînjîjes, and bore our sir.koesses,"
and tbat iiq fulfilment of Ibis prophecy, lie healeol aIl
that score sick ;" le "boîre our sîrknesses by lieaiîng
themil

The truili ihat the beaiing of the s;ck andî the relîev.
îîîg of bodîly sufferings of men wonas ii piri of the ssork
of our Lord as tlhe Nlessiah, is aiso taughî in Mlattlîew

Il 4, 5 . Wben John had heard in the prison the
onords of Christ, he sent tîco of lus disciples, and suid
solo bima, Art îlîou lie thai should come or ilo we loîîl
for another ?îî ieaniog îo aulu explicity if lie %vas the
expected *vlesiahi. "Jesos ao.swered and saîd untîl
ilîem, Go snd siieîn John agaîn thèse thîugs îvlich vo do
lieue and see the blînîl receive theîr siglif, aod the laine
waîk, and lepers are cieansed, and the deal hear, the ciled
are raised up, andl the puor liave the gospel preacbed îo
îhom." Thîis passage touches lis ihat the healing of thîe
sîck was as truif as itegrul part of the ovideece of the
messiabshîp of our Lord, as is the faci thal " t the psour
the gospel is preacliod.

We aro not, hoîî'ver, lefI 10 more iniference as to the
duty of disciples of Christ to heu! thie sick. When oîîr
blossed Savionr sont fortht the tonelvo aposîles and the
seventy ndîsipIes, be gave bith 'omnpanues the express

commoand " 0 lieal the sickn." Nialthow 10: 7, 8, reads
îlîîo I Au ve go, preacli, sayîng, Thelcingdoin oflicaven
os ut bahid. Hal thie sick, cleanse thie lepers, raise the

doad, caut out deils :frooly yo have recoied, freîy
givo.' 111t 10 o observod that il io in immediate con-
ncchon sulîli the command lu lîcal the sicli tbat Ibe
iojunicîlon lu given, "Freely ye have reccived, frooly
give.' While tbis injunclîôfl boiind the apoulles 10 inake
known the gospel ichicli lhey had froely received, it
ecîually onjoined upon theiiî 1 to al the sick, the poîvor
to do wIîicls they bad also frooly roceis'ed. Thte duty 10
ilpart to othe8rs wlîat lias lîecîî freeîy received is the
samie, whilher tlîooo Isessings conte miraculously, as they
did to the Apostleu aîîd oorly Christiaîîo, or whol ler they
COil in the ordinary providence of God, as they do to
us.

It lu also 10 hoe carofsly coosiderod Ilial our Lord, in
bis infinite wisdom,'cboso the incident of îenderîng
assistance 10 bodiîy distrous to toacli os the great lesson
of onho lu oor neiglibor, or theo commuin brotherhood uf
ail men. The 'beautiful and illîprossive parable of the
good Samarîtan bus inulcated the duty oi relieving île
suffcring of our fellow-meu more ellucfually Ilian ail

otscJnIjoon tho sîîbject. The feuils tliereof are
0000 in the boupitals and the disponoaries for the boulin5
ofîtho oick, the socloîlgu for the relief of the suffering and
the distressed, the asylumo for thue hait, the lamne, and lthe
bltnd, wbiclî are found whlerever the gospel of jesus Christ
lias been received ;and the 'y aite only foud îvlîre thie
leuchingo of thie gospel are accepted.

Thîe parable of the Gond Sumarilan icoches us the diity
of reIievýng the bodily distresses and suffériugs uf cour
felloon-men in heallîcu lands as a- .dut), Cive owe Io 011
neigliboro because they are in dW~re6s. lThe Joew îeio lia1
Cillen among thieves suas flot connecîed wtl the gondl
>Sismpeit "an eiîher by race or religion, îlot lic onas a-
fellow'man. lie was in îistress. Tiîs fact came 10 thie
knou'Iedge of the Samarilsu, and, lcav'mrg the opporlonity

,Anil the meoans of doing su, le relieveli bis suffering. 'l'le
l:ominann of oor Lord is, Il Go thon and do iikewise."
'Ibis enjoins up~on us t0 afford assistance to the sîîfferîng
in bouChes lands equally wlîh the suffering lu Christian
lands ivithoîjt respect lu rare, ciaso. or religion for the
Cery point of the parabie lu Ibis, that the Sailiaritan did
If 10 one %uho îvas ont connecîed wîtb hiiiseif by any of
ibese ties. Not onîp nous the siilferer flot conn'ecI eoîtl
hiseif, he was diss " vered fromn lim by ail] of theiîi. If
we ncitbhold Ibis assistance frîîm ibose in beathen lanid,
whiin if« 35 in olir power 10 do il, 've, iitead of olîeyin.g
Clirisî's commnand, foiioîe thie conciuct of tlle lîriesi andl
the levite, wlîo passoîl ly ou ithe otiier side.

ln 1877, wlien China suffereit s0 terrîlîly fronm a %vide.
spread famine, the missfooarieu volunieered Cheir hIîep lu
rlistî.bI:ting relief lu the fiiiiine-sîricken muîltitudles ut

'the rîsk of their ono heaitît andl lires. The point lu ibis
conîluct of ibeirs wbich un strnîck the nsind of itie greut
stuitesinan of China, Li Huug Chsang, svus the faci that
thie missionaries diii Ibis selevice for ibose îî'tiî îcboîî tbr-y
had no conooction either by kinship, race, or religin.

it is a very remarliabie fan t tlîat scieiîtific a.nd bnuitlî
-îring medical-nd surgicaI pracîlce is loiurd only ii
itiome lands îs'hero Cbristiauiîy lies hecoîîîeeot,îblistîeel
Il înay therefore lie accejîted thai rationai ail beneficiai
nedicul and surgical science and skîili are blessings îolich
come 10 lis dirocîly, in the providecnce of f ld, as îîîany
ollier blessinigs do, from theo gospel. Thîe promise of our
Lord is :"Seek lirsi the kiogdoîn off God and lîis rîght-

eosnosu, and aIl these ihings sînail be aîldeîi îîtu yoîî.'
hIoes flot ibis fart gîve sperial forme tii the inîîîumîîou if


