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.. j for aU preachers, the shepherds
* ,1 1 __...» ft _il»

, pattern.t or^
fear not. 1

see.
all hearers.‘—Van Oostcrzee. 

He who has excited their fear 
Allays it by his assuring words. (6) 

£ Gospel message first comes to alarm 
and then to bring peace to troubled 

If Good tidings of great joy. No 
°c ^lad news can break upon mortal 

far, than that the Son of God has come to 
^6 men; the chains of sin arc broken; 
the kingdom of God is established among 
men, *(6) Let us bear the message to 
others with radiant faces and joyous words, 
not with sad countenances. To all people. 
Literallv, “to all the people.” The Jew
ish race is here intended. Not until after
ward was the message broadened out to 
mcbrncc all the world.

11. Unto YOU. What the shepherds re
ceived as to them, we may take to our
selves. v ) Every man now may hear the 
voice » to you." Even a sinner can say, 
<• He is the Saviour of all Uit none save 
the saint can say, “a Saviour of me.'’
[Teacher, urge an individual appropria
tion of Christ and his salvation.] Born 
this day. They had looked centuries long 
for a king, and now comes the strange an
nouncement ot him as a new-born babe ! 
City of David. A term applied to the 
village of Bethlehem, as the birthplace of 
die greatest among Israel’s kings. Da
vid's greater son begins his earth ly career 
in his ancestor's home. Seven hundred 
years before the prophet had predicted 
Messiah's birth at Bethlehem. (Mie. 5, 2.) 
(8) God watches over h.s world, and in the 

fulness of time scitds his Redeemer ; and 
hs watches over his word, and surely brings 
it to pass. A Saviour. The best and most 
precious title of our Lord is that which an
nounces his mission “ to seek and sare 
that which was lost.” Christ the Lord. 
“Christ” is the Greek word, equivalent to 
“Messiah” in Hebrew, and meaning 
“ the Anointed One.”

12. A sign. Not a sign to strengthen 
their faith, for none was asked or needed ; 
but a token whereby they could distinguish 
the Saviour from other infants. The babe. 
“ A babe.” The son of God and Saviour 
of men a helpless Infant ! Nothing could 
more thoroughly prove his humanity, his 
humility and his sympathy with us in 
every state and every stage of our being 
Wrapped in swaddling clothes. Not gar
ments, but bands folded around his little 
body. Lying in a manger, A lowly place 
for one so noble ; far more fitting would 
seem a royal couch in a palace. But God 
reveals his son as one who not only shares 
our nature, but its lowest estate, so that 
the humblest and poorest may freely seek 
him. The birth ot Christ foretokened his 
after treatment. He lay in the manger 
because there was no room for him in the 
inn. Crowded out of the highest place, 
which is his by royal right, he has ever 
since been compelled to take whatever is 
left for him by human selfishness. (9) 
Even yet the hearts of men have scarcely 
found room for Jesus. “ The great world 
is very much like that inn at Bethlehem, 
preoccupied, crowded full in every part, 
so that, as the mother of Jesus looked up 
wistfully.to the guest chambers-that cold 
night, drawing her holy thing to 1yg 
bosom, in like manner Jesus himself 
stands at the door of these multitudes, 
knocking vainly, till his head is filled with 
dew, and his locks are wet with the drops 
of the night.1'—Bushnell.

13, 14. A multitude. “ An angel in 
the gallery ot the firmament.”—Whedon. 
Glory to God in the highest. Meaning 1. 
Glory of the highest degree. 2. Glory 
from the highest order of creation. 3. 
Glory to God, the highest over all. (10) 
The most glorious gem in the crown of 
God's attributes is his love to fallen man. 
On earth peace. Far down the ages these 
choristers behold the results of the Gos
pel: between God and man the peace of i 
reconciliation and pardon ; between man 
and man, the peace of a common love to 
Christ binding hearts in unity'. As a 
beautiful illustration of God’s providence, 
it was noted that Christ was born during 
that brief time in the centuries of Roman 
history while the temple of Janus, in the 
imperial city, was closed, as a token that 
peace reigned throughout all the world- 
God stilled the din of arms long enough 
for the Prince of peace to appear. Good
will to men. Our God is not the Hindu 
deity Kali, delighting in the blood of men ; 
nor Buddha, in eternal sleep, careless of 
the world ; nor Jupiter, rioting in leasts 
on Olympus, while the nations war on the 
earth ; but he is a loving Father, with be
nign regard for the happiness of his chil
dren. The Latin version of this clause 
reads, “peace to men of good will,” that 
is, to those who are willing to have peace 
with God

15. Angels were gone. The brightest 
visions must soon fade away, and leave us 
with the rugged realities of duty. (11) Our 
life is to be spent not on transfigured 
heights, but wrestling and witnessing for 
God a>ra>ng men. Let us now go. The 
latter part of the verse shows that this is 
not the utterance of doubt, desiring to test 
the truth of the celestial message, but of 
ardent faith, eager not only- to Jtçar but to

(12) Let us follow these she fiber ds in 
the determination to enjoy to the highest 
oar privilege of knowing, as well as learn
ing about Jesus. Bethlehem. “ House of 
bread." One of the oldest villages in Pal
estine, known as Ephrath or Ephratah 
during the liic-timc of Jacob, and long 
afterward occasionally called by the same 
name. (Miciih 5, 2.) It is situated in 
the tribe of Jmlah, six miles south ofJeru
salem. Though a small town, it was 
famous in Old Testament history as the re
sidence of Naomi, Bpaz, and Ruth, and 
the birthplace of King David For eight
een centuries the interest of the earth has 
centered in it as the place near or in which 
Christ was born. A cave, presumed by 
many to be the spot of the Incarnation, is 
still shown near its wall. It is now Beit- 
lahm, a town of three thousand inhabi
tants, all Greek Christians, and in aspect 
to comfort and cleanliness far superior to 
most Oriental villages.

1C. Came in iiaste. “ Those that left 
their beds to tend their flocks, leave their 
flocks to find their Saviour. (13) No 
earthly thing is too dear to be forsaken for 
Christ."—Bishop Hall. Mary. The mother 
of Jesus. She was a descendent of King 
David, and lived in humble circumstances 
at Nazareth, in Galilee, While a maiden, 
betrothed to Joseph, a carpenter, she re
ceived a divine intimation that of her 
should be bom the Saviour of the world. 
The prophecy was accomplished while 
she was at Bethlehem, having journeyed 
thither with her husband for enrollment in 
the census of the Roman empire. After 
the flight to Egypt and return to Nazareth 
few details of her history arc known. 
Twice she appears incidentally in the life 
of Jesus, and as a witness of his death 
when she was intrusted to the care of the 
apostle John. The last mention of her 
name occurs previous to the transactions 
of the day of Pentecost. It is probable 
that she died at Jerusalem, or possibly at 
Ephesus, after the apostle's removal to 
that city, Joseph. The husband of Mary, 
and reputed lather of Jesus. None of the 
events oi his life arc positively known, 
except those briefly recorded in the open
ing chapters of Matthew and Luke. It is 
supposed that he died before Christ’s pub
lic ministry- began. Manger. This may 
refer to that part of the khan or inn usual
ly given to the cattle ; the guest-chambers 
being full on account of the influx of 
.strangers for enrollment. Or it may mean 
an outhouse attached to the home of some 
peasant near byr. Often in the Orient the 
quarters for cattle are found under the 
same roof with the family-rooms, though 
separated by a stone partition. Mangers 
in the East are built of stone and mortar, 
and even now furnish comfortable cribs 
for children in the warm nights of sum
mer.

17, 18. Made known. (14) Those who 
have heard the glad tidings of salvation, 
and tasted its sweetness, cannot refrain 
front carrying the news to others. [Teacher, 
recommend your class to be message- 
bearers lor Jesus.] Wondered. The shep
herds believed, the hearers wondered ; 
but wonder and admiration will never 
save a soul.

19, 20. Mary kf.v-t all these things.
A true mother, she treasured up all these 
significant events concerning her child ; 
silently weighing them, and dreaming 
of great results in the coming years. (15; 
Thoughtful, careful mothers have much to 
do with the destiny of sons. Returned, 
Their mission was accomplished. They 
could serve God among the sheep better 
than elsewhere. (16) Secular life, as 
well as sacred, has its privileges of holiness, 
and opportunities for doing good.

Golden Text : For unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. Luke 2. 11.

Doctrinal Suggestion : The humanity 
of Christ.

The next lesson is Luke 2, 40-52.

Honor from Europe —It is conceded 
ou all sides that Dr. Ayer’s Pills are above 
comparison with other medicines. Unit
ing the best elements known to the chem
ist tbev arc arc particularly effective 
against the numerous stomachic dis-rders 
for which they are recommended as a j 
cure. These Pills are so mild, yet.search
ing, that they are often prescribed by 
doctors who otherwise do not favor patent 
medicines. Indeed, with the fruits of Dr. 
Ayer's genius in the shape of Pills, Sais- : 
paiilia, Ague Cure and Cherry Pectoral, 
one might with immunity travel through 
the swamps of tropical America, or follow 
Stanley on his travels through the in
terior of Africa —Amsterdam Nieus van 
den Dag.

American Appreciation of Cana
dian Remedies.—A wholesale iron mer
chant of Boston, Mr. Wm. P. Tyler, of 
the firm of Arthur G. Tomkins A Co., 
lately got bis ankle sprained and knowing 
the value of Grahams Pain Eradictob 
in such cases send for a supply, which he 
writes soon cured him. He gave a bottle 
to a friend suffering from the same com
plaint wko found similar results from its
use.
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EASTERN BRITISH A11RICA/*
FIRST VOLUME.

Being a History of the Rise and Progress of Methodism in Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland, and the Bermudas, 
with collateral facts and characters in those Provinces, down to the year 1813. 
The Second Volume, now being prepared by the Author, will bring the History 
down to the period of Union—1874.

Impartial readers, not members of the Methodist Church—men of high 
literary standing—have pronounced this the best ^istory Nova Scotia has ever 
produced.

The Book has been put in the Market at a price which covers but little 
more than the actual expense incurred by the author in its publication.

The style is clear, methodical and often eloquent. As an accurate epitome 
of dates and circumstances, it has been verified by competent judges.
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LIBERAL TERMS TO AGENTS
NOTICES OF THE PHESi

This work will be found a most interesting volume, especially to Methodists. The 
time for its appearance had fully come. Such works as Mr. Smith's, connect them 
selves with general literature, and they become of interest, not merely to the denomi 
nations xvhose careers they describe but to every one interested in tracing the rise 
and progress of a people.—Reporter, Halifax.

As Methodism in the East and West is now consolidated into one organization, 
this history of Mr. Smith's is well adapted to make the Methodists of the West better 
acquainted with the origin and history of Methodism in the East, and thus bring them 
into closer sympathy with the work of our brethren in the East. A fuller knowledge 
of that work will be a bond of fraternity and unity. The volume is highly creditable 
to both the author and the publisher. It is got up in good style. Wc bespeak for it 
a wide circulation among the readers of the “Guardian”—Guardian, Toronto.

It would be a .means of grace, as well as a source of valuable information to our 
people ; and ought to be in every Methodist family.—Rev. C. Stewart, I). D. Prof, oj 
Theology, Ml. Allison.

Is invaluable as a repository of the annals of Methodism in this country. It opens 
with a judicious chapter on the Origin and Characteristics of Methodism, and then, | 
chapter after chapter, gives the history of the evangelistic efforts and operations of the j 
Methodists, from 1769 to 1813. Mr Smith has evidently bestowed great pains on this 
work. It is minute and comprehensive and appears to do ample justice to the subject. | 
We trust his services will be heartily appreciated and that lie will thus be encouraged 
to prosecute a task for which he. seems peculiarly well qualified.— Presbyterian ; 
Witness. !

It is needless to say that the book is interesting, especially so to our Methodist 
friends While the main object kept in view by the author has been to present anII tUUUs. ft _ .. „ , 1 r trLl____Urs lino nnonctitiri 1 v in
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HOME MEMORIES.

A work brim full of the choicest reading in the 
English language. Bright and Cheerful through
out. Wise counsel and rare entertainment for 
old and.young. In even-thing it is varied, pica- 
ant, suggestive, truthful. A hook to create and 
efine taste, to fill Head and Heart at the same 
ime. Rare chance for men and women to make 

money. Address
J. C. McCurdv and Co., Philadelphia, Pa.

NEW SCHOOL BOOKS
THE *
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ft*

Alf Numbers of the latest Editions are in Stock. 
Large Discount to Teachers and Dealers.

Retail Price as follows :
First Primer, 32 p p...............................price 3
Second Primer, (H pp............................ “ 0
First Book, 104 pp. extra Fcapcolth.. “ 15 
Second Book, ltWpp. extraFcapcloth “ 23 
Third Book, 200 pp. extra Fcap cloth “ 30 
Fourth Book, 232 pp. extra Fcapdoth “ 38 
Fifth Book, 288 pp. extra Fcap. cloth “ 45 
Sixth Book, 852 pp. extra Fcap. cloth “ 50
National Drawing Books.....................................
Collins Analysis of Sentences (Elementary)
Collins Elementary Geography.........................
Collins Cheap Atlas of Modern Geography 

consisting of Twenty-four Maps, Full 
Colored................................................... . 30c
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authentic and reliable history of Wesleyan Methodism, he has necessarily embodied in

tl fa
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his narrative many historical facts of a general character, bearing upon 
of the country socially, morally and religiously, which are calculated t<
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the condition
to render it val

uable as a history to people generally as well as to Methodists. The book is desen - 
’ “ i and careful perusal.—Chronicle, Halifax.ing of a wide circulation

Its typographical appearance reflects credit upon the establishment 
emanates.0 The work is ably written, and the information to be derive 
valuable.—Reporter, Fi edericton.

We recommend our readers to procure it for themselves, 
their heads and their hearts —Canada Methodist Magazine.

This book ought to be in every Methodist Sabbath School, side by side with the
first books in real merit.—Rev. D. D. Currie.

If our readers want to possess a history of heroic struggles and glorious triumphs 
let them procure this book. We trust that it will have a wide circulation, especially 
arnong those for whom it is chiefly written.—Recorder, London.

\ The Churches in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and the 
Bermudas have found a painstaking historian in Mr. Watson Smith, who traces their 
rise and progress, and chronicles the names and doings ot the pioneer missionaries 
with loving care.—Recorder, London.
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Books, Pamphlets, Society Reports, etc.
* PRINTED AT THIS OFFICE,

GBEENLEAF’S ARITHMETICS.
New American Edition with additions anil im

provements.
The Elementanr.....................................0 50
The Common School............................0.75
The New Practical............... ................0.75

Books sent by Mail Postage 4 cents per pound.
METHODIST BOOK ROOM.

HYMNAL!*
SUNDAY SCHOOL EDITION.

JUST PUBLISHED
— AT THE—

HALIFAX BOOK ROOM
A Smaller and cheap edition of “THE HYM

NAL ’’ prepared by meiujeers ol the Eastern 
Section of the General Conference Rook Cnnmittee, 

arid published at the Book Room in February, last. 
It will do good both t , Laiger Edition has been well received; and

| i„ used in Prayer and Social Meetings on our prin
cipal Circuits. A number of excellent hymns bave, 
by special request, been included in the S. S. 
edition.

In contents, size, type and binding, it is more 
suitable for our schools than any book on sale. And 
its very low price, compared with such books pub
lished elsewhere, brings it within reach o! a 1.

Price in Cloth limp Covers, single copy, Set,
Per doaen, 85cts. . , . ...The larger Hymnal is still on sale—In Cloth
oards. 20ctin Paper lôcts.

from which it 
ed from it is in-

Aéents Warded for Dr. MftPnh’S WfirjfS 
Night Scenes in the Bi- fllulUll 0 if UlAu 

ble. Home Life in the Bible, and out 
Father’s House.

Vo nooks ever published have received such nni

5S1S mr tems^Bting-a paying business at once.
j.C- McCPBDY k Cc , Philadelphia, Pa.
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