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GEORGIA CATHOLICS
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the family honor.
Georgia in common with a few
other Southern states hs had its
share of anti-Catholic sentiment.
When bigotry culminated in an ob
noxious convent inspection bill, the
Catholics of the
time for action had come, and they
acted accordingly. At a meeting in
| Macon, representing every Catholic
organization in the State, the Catho
| lie Layraen’'s Association was formed,
and nearly $8,000 was subscribed to
carry on a campaign of
which would reach the fair-minded
non-Catholics of Georgia ; and with
A | few exceptions to the credit of the
people of Georgia be it said,
appeal to the sense of fairness re-
ceived the most cordial consideration,
As a result of an advertisement
placed and paid for at the regular
rate in the daily papers, all sorts of
inquiries for further information
came to the office opened for that pur
pose.
deal of ground : The separation of
Church and State, marriage laws, the
public schools, ete,, and with a mail
ing list of 15,000 which has been
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body of Christian men and women,
Another acknowledged that he had
been raised in an atmosphere hostile
to Cathplics and promised to read
with interest the literature that had
been sent to him
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throughout the «State. From the
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understanding, transcends all imi
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ligent people sometimes speak in a
most unintelligent manner on the
subject of religion. Arguments wax
strong, and sometimes
the relative merits of high church
and low church, of soft shell or of
hard shell forms of belief within the
same denomination. It is often said
that this or that denomination is as
good as the Catholic Church because
it is almost the same as Catholicity.
Even Catholics themselves, inadvert-
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Man was made for God and eternal
happiness. In order to ensure man’s
arrival at that goal, Christ founded a
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in the soul of man might be safely
guided on the road to a happy eter
nity. If human beings of high or low
degree, be they monarchs, philogo-
phers, or renegade Christians, have
seen flt to set up conventicles of their
own, it is only by an abuse of exact
termsthat they call these conventicles
churches, or their teachings, religion
they retain a few
tatters and rags of Christianity saved
from the various heretical shipwrecks
that have inundated humanity. But
these tattered but a silent
witness, an proof of the
splendor originally clothed
these they were
arrayed in the glorious garb of true
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rate other denominations according
to their so-called proximity to the
Thus, those creeds
the largest number of
at least in appearance,
to us.
this argues a deplorable lack of
understanding in the matter of real
religion

Religon is from God, else it is of
and therefore, but a tawdry
imitation. There is no such thing,
there can be no such thing, as one
religion being as good, or nearly as
good as another religion. Christian
ity, in this sense, is not a relative
but an absolute term : it admits of no
comparisons, it stands by itself, it is
born of Giod, and is entirely outside

that accept
our beliefs,
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The Salvationists us what
Huxley called “corybantic Christian
ity and Billy Sunday has given
Christianity. It could
otherwise. The time of

gave

us
be
the
The
Salvation Army has become respect
able and slow., It bespoke a kind of
drill and massage. But
now there is no time for loose tweak
lings or for casting a net at a venture.
Consummate business methods are
necessary to throw up an immediate
result that can be flashed in adver-
tisement and handled by journalism.
Christianity in New York lies too
dead for massage and it requires gal-
vanization. And it got it !

All that sheer business-sense could
suggest was done. Busses, placards,
posters, stenographers and printer
did their work, A conventicle claque
was provided and the converted re
converted to enthusiastic order.
Thousands hit the starry trail, thou
sands shook a prophet's hand, thou-
sands hoped believed.

It seems too good to be true.
Heaven as easy to get to as going to
a circus and shaking hands with the
entertainer ? The music is cheerful,
if one understands music, and the
entertainer is arresting even to an

hardly

old habitue of vaudeville, but some- |

how if one understands the difficulty
of religion, it is all pathetic. Mr.
Sunday has no doubts, no internal
strife, no theology. The Kingdom

of |
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of Heaven can be handed out like
oyster-soup and for the purpose of
supplying savor and condiment
the old fashioned mush Billy Sun.
plays the part of the appetizer
until the audience feels that what is
only soup has got the very sparkle of
champagne. In all of this some
good is done to the irreligious and
many folk are left happier
comfortable in body and
they ever felt before. But
orthodox, the stupid and the judi
cious there is left a faraway sense of
pathos, pathos that in 2,000 years of
Christian history we have.not got
further than this. For what does
such a mission lead to Can it be
called a revival ? Is it a fitting pre
lude to the apocalypse of war ?
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have been as an ointment unto burial
and His voice a benediction unto
pain. But He would not have
availed to make New York weep
This Mr. Sunday ‘realized, so he
made New York grin and the spirit
ual and permanent value of his mis
sion is exactly that of a good and
cheerful grin in the face of eschato
logical possibilities, So we come
back to the choice of laughter or of
mysticism, of the human or the
Divine attitude toward what is ter-
rible in life and unknown after life.
The Catholic Church has long fallen
upon mysticism. But Ameri
cans are free to mourn or grin in
gpirit as they
tion of pain and curtains of fire.
Shane Leslie in America.
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NOW A CATHOLIC CHURCH

(C. P. A. Service

London, July 19.—Cardinal Bourne
was to have presided last Sunday at
the opening of the new London

approach their por- |

| outfit

| motorcycles.

Catholic Church, but his place was |
taken by Bishop Hanlon of Uganda, |

The ceremony was & unique one, for
the church, which is dedicated to the
Holy Apostles, was all ready made,
and is the first Protestand” place of
worship to be adapted to Catholic
uges—surely an augury of what is to

|

come, It was a Wesleyan Methodist
chapel and is of fine proportions and
imposing architecture. It stands in
a busy part of Westminster, close to
some big work factories where
Catholics are employed, An
the future the
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sick in the hospitals. The President
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women ahd embraced them, Cardinal
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TO PROVIDE AMBULANCES

NEW YORK KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

WILL SEND TWENTY 1

NITS
TO FRANCE

Twenty ambulances for the Amer
ican Army in France is to be the out-
standing feature of the war relief
work undertaken by the New York
Chapter of the Knights of Columbus.
Each of these ambulance units will
be composed of 6 surgeons and
helpers, including nurses, a total of
1,820 men and women. The entire
will also be provided with 2
trucks, 1 touring car and 19
Ten of the ambulances
given individual councils have
already been provided, and before
the end of July it is hoped to have
the others fully equipped and
manned. About August 1 the ambu
lances and crews will sent to
Allentown, Pa., for intensive training
before proceeding to France.—Cath
olic Bulletin,

86

motor

by

be

| of

CATHOII«

-

NOTI

I'he late Mrs
Brooklyn, N, Y., a wtholic, left
$5,000 to the Brookyln Home for
Blind, Crippled and Defective Chil
dren, Port Jefferson

The Ven, Anne St.
companion of St, Teresa and founder
of the Carmelites of Antwerp, was
beatified recently, and the happy
event was celebrated at Rome at the
Church of St. Julian-des-Belges

Marie E. Labe of

non-(

Barthelemy, the

I'housands of French soldiers have
been enrolled in the Living Rosary
the They respond
eagerly to the "spiritual mobilization
it has been called

trenches
a8 and in one sec
tion or another the rosary is being
said perpetually
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