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while maany; of its inhabitanta still ~se
well water which is likely in many
onses to be impure., Last year there
were 24 cases of typhoid fever reported
in Fredericton which was much l>wer
then the previons year, whilain Bt Jobn
with six times the poptlation of Frec-
ericton there were c:1ly 13 cases of
typhoid reported. If Fredericton had
been as frea from typhoid as 8¢, John

B e oF e o Marriages snd Deatbs|it wotll only have had four
‘et for each insertion. cases; whily if we had suffsred from
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THB PUBLIOC AOOOU!!'ES OCOMMITIBs

The provincial .Secretary Tuesdsy
ealled sttention in, the pmblic accounts
committee to a masteriof gome serione-
nees, the deliberaty] missepresentation
of the business done meetings of
the committes by the B*. Jobn S8un and
Fredericton Glianer. We understand
that the eame individu:l is held to be
responsible for the reports {o both
these papers, reports which were wilfully
-untrue becsvse they plaoed the govern®
ment in the position of refusing to give
information to the committes, although
‘the very reverse was the case. The
.government were mno$ only willing but
snxious thas every imformation should

. be given. Mr, Humphrey, the new

member jor Westmorland, sought to dis-
tinguish himee 1! by criticising the prices
paid for supplies for khe Lunatic Acy-
{um to T, McAvity & Sons. Their bil for
hardware was, $64°.94, they hav-

im¢ supplied the goods required
for the - improvemerts made in
the Dbuildine, Mr. Humphrey at

once poucoed upon the charge for
lubricating oll, which be said should
have been bought for 85 cents instead
of 56 cents, the sam paid, The reader
would natarally contlide that the gov-
eroment were being 8ubjccted to &
frightfal sys'em of robbery, but he will
be contoled when he learns that the
total amountof lubrieating oil purchased
from T. McAvity & Sons was eix gallons,
and that $he bill of the firm for eil was
$4.80, The price charged was the
usual one for oil of that qual
ity Mr, Parker. Glasier charged
thet T. McAvity & Sons had charged
nins cenfe for Manila rope when the

_ price shoul i 0. 17 have been six cents

Msnila rope ie sn sarticle which has
flactunted very comeiderably in price
duo:ing the past two years, and we ob-
ssrve by the New York Journal of Com-
merce of Monday that the price of
Manila rope is now from eight to nine
cents per pound in oa.1>ad lots, with an
advance of half a cent for amaller quan-
titieg: The Lunatic Aeylum did
pot buy Manilsa rope fiom T,
McAvity & Sons by the carload, for
the wheis = 1! for rope o ly amounted
to six or sevem dcl'arr. We are in
clined to think that the firm did not
make & large fortune out of that, even if
they got & profit of Lt & centa pound
on the rope they eold, These facts thow
the childishness of the charges that
have been made sgainst the government
in tke publie sccounts committe-.
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TYPROID PEVER !ﬁ FREDERICTON®

The F.edericton G:eaner, in its seal to
injure tte government, is tryiog to stam-
pede the purils out of the Normal Schocl
by raising an alarm that the building is
in sn unssnitary condition and that
typhold fever prevails in consequence
Ag there are nearly three huuedred
pupils from all parts of the province in
the Norm:l BSehool,. the provic-
clal seoretary very properly thought
it necessary o ocontradict the
@leaner’s story with regsrd to the Nor-
mel school batliing, and he placed be-
fore $he legisiatare Tuesday the most
conelusive evidence that the Gleaner's
story is not tru. There are, of course,

cagen of typboid fever in Fredericton,
indeed no winter ever pasges in that city
without such cases, but no one building

in responsible for them. Fredericton is

-+ wel sewered in compariton with
- go that its eoil is filled
10s1sulated to breed disease,

that dizease in the same proportion as
Fredericton we would have had 144 cases
in this city instead of only 13, In justice
to Frederioton we ought to say that the
type of tever which prevailed wss not of
a very fatal character, there being only
two deaths. It is certainly remarkable
that the Gleaner,which preten s to have
the interesis of Fredericion so much at
heart, shotl! raise an alarm which is
likely to keep people from going there.

UBSTRUOC{ION.

It is pretty well understood that the
prolongation of the debate on the ad-
drees for almost & month, with the end
not yet in sight, is due to & deliberate
intention on the part of the opposition
to obsiruct the progress of legislation
and block the meaeures of the govern-
ment., An examination of fhe de-
bates eshows that mearly all the
talking has been done by the opposition
and that the friends of the government
have said no more than was necessary
to refute the scand:1)us charges brought
against them. Nothing counld more
cleariy ahow the weaknees of the oppc-
sition ciuse than the fact that
they find it necessary fo resort
to such tactics. Everyone is wecll
aware that when the leaders of a party
heave spoken at length on the address
the topics dealt with in it are likely to bs
~retty well exhausted, and that neither
the house nor the country is likely to be
edified by the 1:ng-winded orations of
t-e second and third cl.ss mer, What
public interest iz served by permitting
a man like Davin. of . Regina, fo
occupy ‘he fime of the house for
gix or seven hours with his maudlin re-
marks? Who iz edified by hearing Sir
Hibbert Topper accusing better men
than himself of drunkenness and other
offences which we do not choose to
pame? The tactics of the opposiiion
will fa:l because the government are
determined to pass their messurer; but
if the session is undr 1y prolonged it will
be wholly the fault of the Conservative
party.

OUR MILITIA,

The principal criticiems of General
Hutton with respect to our militia forces
relate to the lack of the proper staff and
the inferiority of the equipment. He
thinks that we ought to have a force that
would be prepared to take the field at
very short notice, and that we cannot do
this under existing circumetancer. There
is no dowmbt that the generai’s criticisms
are wel founded with reepect
to equipment, and in this the
late government is to blame becavse
for yeara they kept the militia in &
miserably unprepared condition to take
the field. More than that, they reduced
the period of drill, thus striking at the
very raot of the efficiency of the force.
The pre:emt government, however, is
remedying thie. Oar m:litia are being
prop::1y equipped and th«y will soon be
all well armed with modern weapons
As for the ataff it hardly seems
reasonatly to expect Canada to
maintsin at all times such a body
of stafl officers as would euffice in time
of war. There is no doubtof the great
importance of this branch of- m:ltary
administration, and while we congratu-
late the mother country on the fact that
its army now has an efficient staff, we
cannot forget that this was not always
g0, and thateven so recently as the
breaking ont of the Crimean war the
ataff of the British army was very far
from whet it oncht to have been In
the event of & great war with = first
clags power, in which Canada would
be likely to be attacked, we ought to
be able to connt on some aesistance in
the way of stafl « flicers from the British
srmy. Indeed, as our forces would,
ander guch circumstances, be under the
command of a British geners! we would
natare1l7 éxpect that at least a part of
the stafl should come with him. There
are plenty of Cavadian militia officers
well filted to perform staff duty, but
these men may very well be lefi their
battalions until there is a demand for
thelr eervices on the stafl.

Whils we desire to see Canadas prc-
vided with a good militia force we_do
ot desire our peojl: to become too
much ensmored of militarism. Oar
{riends in the United States seem to be
suffering from an overdose of that sort of
toing and the effect is not sgreeabls
Canada will take her part in the defense
of t2e empire, but Canada desires peace
1t would be very foolish of us to 80 com-
port ours: 1 7es a8 if we expected trouble
with our peighbors to the eouth, or for
us to appear to menace them
with inland fortifications or mnav:l
reserves on the lakes, After what
ka3 happened during the past five
years, we have a reasonable ageurance
of tbe maintepsance of peace between
Great Britain and the United States for
an indefinite period, and that being so,
Canada can afford to acton that assump-
tior. We must not ellow ourselves to
be forced into an excessive militia ex-
penditure or to seem fo be looking for
trouble with our neighbors, even if all

the generals in the British army shouli
be able to prove conclusively that we
sre utterly .defenceless and that our
militia forces are of no value,
———————
MASTERS' COASTING CERTIFICATES.

Captain W. H, 8mith, of the Royal
Naval Ragerve,ceems to be very anxions
to make it more difficait for the inhabi-
tants of the msaritime provincea fo ob-
tain certifioates as masters or mates
His report to the deputy minister of
marine and fisheries, dated the 4th of
November, 1898, containg & number of
recommendations which, if adopted, w:1!
add largely fo the expense and difficulty
involved in the obtainingof a certificate.
He states that men holding coasting
certificates of competency &re now pei-
mitted to make a voyage fo the West
Indies and the whole coast of Amerise.
He expresses the opinion that the navi
gation knowledge required of them is
not sufficient to qualify euch_ officers
either to take charge of or fo serve as
mates in lirge passenger pteamers
navigating those waters. He has theze-
fore “formulated,” as he c:lis if,
a new examination for coffi-
cers in the coasting trade, con
taining problems which he considered
it necessary for candidates to work, He
adda that although this propcsed exam-
ination ia somewhat moye difficult than
that at present in force, the qnalifica-
tions required of an applicant for & mag-
ter’s coasting certificate are very little in
exocess of those demanded of a candidate
for & second mate’s sea-going certificate.
He then goes on to urge that the exami-
nation suggested ought fo be re-
qoired of all officers applying for cer-
tifioater. He aleo expresses the opinion
that it would be useful fo issue two
classen of certificates for the comsting
trade, “one lor- men engaged in what
might be termed the home coasting
trade, which would entiils the hillers
to act as masters or mates of vessels
trading batween one port and another
in the maritime provinces, or between
Canadian ports and Newfouncland, and
portsin the United States as far south
as Cape Cod. The other class woell be
otlled a foreign cossting ;certificate, and
would be equ:1 in force to the present
coasting certificate.”

We have quoted Capt. Smith’s exact
words go that the reader may be in posses-
sion of his ideas, just as they came from
bis brain, or the mass of matfer that
goes by that designation. Bat Capt.
Smith is not content with raising the
standard of examination; he aleo wants
the term of service lengthened, He says
that a candidate fora cossting master’s
certificate is only required fo have had
three years’ sea service, which may
have been performed in any cisss of
coasting veessl, and that this does
not appear to be sufficient service to
enable a man {0 quslify himm 1t to take
charge of a vessel of large fonnage or a
steamer carrying passengers. Captain
Bmith also wants a1 gervice certificates
discontinwed. He says that candidates
are still coming up for these certificates
gsome of whom have not been to sea for
years, but who have been living on
farms or engaged in mining or lumbar-
ing and that therefore what previous
knowledge they may have had in navi-
gation has been partly forgotter.

It will bs seen from the above state-
ment that if Cap*. Smith has his way
serviee certificates will be abclished, the
term of service for coasting certificates
will be lengthened, and the examina-
tione w:ll be made mo:e difficult, Bat
we think it very unlikely that Capt.
Smith will have his way. The goverc-
ment must by this time be pretty well
aware what kind of a man Capt. Bmith
is, and how much his recommendations
are worth. Beis certainly of no useto
the marine depariment, and he ought
not to be permitted to block
the way of our young men who desire to
become masters and matez. We have
no hesitation in saying that the mas‘ers
and mates of our coasting vessels are
eming the best sailors in the world, far
saperior to Capt. Smith’s special pets
who carry ceriificates from the British
board of trade. A sea captain crnnotbe
manafactared out of protl:ms in navi-
gation; he needs common sense and
judgment as w¢ll as book learning and
in these two qualities some of the British
oaptains, including Capt. Smith himsell,
are migerably deficient.

A e S e e RS

THE PBACE CONGRESS.

Al:hongh not much is expected from
the Ozar’s peace congress, whish meels
in May, it is just possible thatit msay
bave some gubstantial results, At all
events it ought to awaken the peoj1s of
Continental Earopefto the suicidal course
they are pursnlng in maintaining such
enormous armaments and burthening
their people with enforced military se:-
vice. One greatdifficuity in the way of
disarmingseems to be that the nations
have no confidence in each other, and
that it is by no means certain that any
treaty which is made will be observed.
Ruesia, by whom the congress has been
c=1led, is & notorioun viclafor of treaties
and it is believed that any anxiety she
may fecl to preserve the peace now is not
due to any dislike'to war or its methods
but to the know 1:dge that she is not now
in a position o maintain a contest with
Great Britain or Germeny. Russiaisa
miserably poor country, many of her
peasants are barely akla tosupply them-
gelves with food; she cannot en-
dure any greater load of fax-
ation thap she mnow bearm, and

she needs peace above all things to
enat 13 her industric1 development $o go
on unchecked. Russia has thersfore
every motive to assist in the m in-
tenance of pesce, but that does mot prc-
vent her from constantly seeking to
extend her territory, aven when & war
has to be risked to obtain it,

NEW BRUNSWICK'S FINANCIAL
POSITION.

The Budget speech delivered by the
provincial secrefary on Wednesday
showed very clesrly that the financial
condition of the province is sound, and
that at no distant date the revenme
will largely exceed the expenditure,
The emall deficit which resalted from
the financial operations of laet year was
caused by certain items of revenue be-
ing smaller than was expected and cer
tain items of expenditure being larger.
These differences between estimates and
receipts and expenditures are common
to all governments and are notf a gronnd
for any uneaginess. The fact that all
the lycal services of this provinee, the
great roads eni bridges, the bye roads,
the administration of juatice, the legisla-
ture and executive government, provin-
cial grants to education, governmant aid
to eagricunlture. and many other
gervices are kept up for about
two dollars a& head of the population ie
an eloquent testimony to the excellent
and economical manner in which our
provincial affairs are conducted. All
those charges of extravagance, which
have been go frequently brought against
the government, are flatly contradicted
by the facts, and we venture to affirm
that there is no legisletare anywhere
and no executive government conducted
on & more economical scale than the
legislature and exacutive of New Brane-
wick.

One cauee of the revenue of this prov-
ince being less than it onght to be, was
the showing made by Naw Brunswick in
the census of 1891. That census made
it appear that, in the ten years between
1881 and 1891, the population of the
province had only increzsed by ahcut
80 persons. As we are to receive a sube~
sidy of 80 cents & head from the Domir.
fon government until our populaticn
reaches 400,000, the fact that our popr -
Iation epparently had not in-
creased during the decade, caused us
a severe financial losr. It is the opic-
fon of the provincial secretary,and we
have no doubt that he is quite rightin
this view, th-t after the next censue the
population of the province wiil be shown
to have increased 8o much that we will
have about $50,000 8 year more ravenue
from the Dominion government. It will
be admitted that this i+ not an unresson-

at Io expectation when it is remembered
that an increase of 20 per ceat. on the
population of 1881 would bring about
this resul,

Qar territorial revenne is aleo one that
is likely to increass very largely under
the fostering care of the - resens govern-
m=nt. T: e estimates for the cnrrent year
is $190000, but it may be macd more,
and 1 the nesr fature it m=2y be sl-
moet donbled. The government have
heardly as yet touched the sources of
taxstion which they possess, but ¢hey
exist nevertheless, although we hope
that it will be a long time before it be-
comes necessary to draw vpon them..
Piacing the matter in its most moderate
form we think it may be safely sfirmed
that three years hence th» reveuue ol
the province wi 1l be $100,060 a year more
then it is now.

Wh 13 there wi'l be thia large increase
in the revenue gome other items of ex-
ponditure w1l cdecrease. This province
can borrow money at threa per cenm'.,
but $2400,000 of the proviveial cebt
pays & higher rate of interest than that,
Wien these bonds bearing high rates of
interest are retired snd replaced by
three per cent. boods the province w:li
effect & eaving of upwards of $38000 a
year in interest alone. To pus tais
briefly while the revenue of the province
muet increase very largely its expendi-
tures are likely to decrease.
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THE DRY DOORK SCHEMB..

The applause which greeted the pro
vincial secretary’s reference to the
Saint John dry dock scheme in bis bad-
get speech of Wednesday evening,
shows that the members of the legisis-
tare are in full eympathy with the idea
of giving Saint John some financi: 1:ag-

' sistance for the purpose of helping in
'the erection of this moet important work:

The dry dock scheme, s arranged by

' Mr. Gsorge Robertson, includes the con-

struciion of & dock eight hundred feet in
length, lirge enough to accommodate

the largest ship sfloat and ¢lio the |
erection of a } 1int for the repair cf irom |

ships, as well as for their coustructio-. .

It is essy to see that such an industry
in 8t..John would have a mosf bexe-
ficial effact. not only on the city, but on
the whole province; it wouid be in a
messure & revival of tbe shipbuilding
from which St. John derived so much
benefit in timea past, and there is no
resson to doubt if such an induatry were
established that in the comrse of time
8t.John would become as famous for
its iron and eteel shipa as it wse for its
wooden vessels in days gone by.

It was very gratifying to the represent-
ativesof 8'. John and t> the vieitora
from this city who were presert to find
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Over 50 years in uea. Price 25 cents &
oottla, ArmerRONG & 0., 8t John, N. B,

that the statement made by the provin-
clal secretary wae eo well received.
There ie no doubt that 8'. John ia most
advantageooely sitaated for iron ehip-
buildisg. It is est:maied by those who
are in a position to know, that iron ean
ba produced iz Oape Breton at even &
1388 cost than in Alabsma, whieh here-
§)fore has been the cheapeet j#ace of
preduction in the woill for pig irom,
With iron sc-elose at hand, with cheap
water carrisge and with ail the
fac 1 ties which 8% Jobhn possesges
in other respects, there seems to
be no doubt that the iron s-ipbuiliing
would flourish, becsuse there is mno
reason to believe that the same ekilled
labor which is obtaimed on the other
side of the Ailantic would not be equally
available bere, at as cheap a rate, living
being quite a8 cheap: on one side of the
Atlantic as the other. With fron ship-
bailding at our doors the ancient glories

.owning port would revive and this city
‘would take 8 new departure on its road
‘to great and 1asting prosperi‘s.

Change in Election Law.

ArBany, N Y, Aprl 18 — Gevernor
Roosevelt today signed the firstof the
New York polics bille, which provides
that the attorney gener:1.may designate
one of his deputiea to coudact the prose-
cution of violators of the election fran~
chises in the metropolitan ¢3:ction dis-
trict in New York city.

@aptain C. Davidson, of Cornwsll, &
B., who wrote to Immigraticn Officez
Gardiner ssking information regarding
New Brupswick a8 a place for settiement,
has decided to look arcund Limesit, He
will stay @ year or 8o Leme befowe he
finelly makes up his mind io bring bis

family.
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GENERAL DEBILITY.

From the Advertiser, Hartland, N.B.
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