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SHOCKING TRAGEDY NEAR 
WELSFORD; FATHER SHOOTS 

SON THEN TAKES OWN LIFE

EDEATH TOLL IN CHICAGO 
DISASTER ON SATURDAY 

ESTIMATED AT 1,000 cm™

THREE LOSE 
THEIR LIVES IN

Frederick Francis Killed While He Slept 
Father, Temporarily insane, Returns to His 
Own Room and Suicides—Daughter Awak
ened by Noise Finds Victims.

lOECt OF THF TEUTONIC 
ARMIES BILKED Bt STOBBOBI 

BtilSTMCF OF OUSSUNS

Steamer Carrying 2,045 Ex

cursionists Capsized as 

She Was Leaving 

Dock.
German Underseas Boats Get 

Severn More Victims — Re
ported One Submarine Sunk,

V
t

LESS THAN HUNDRED
^BODIES RECOVERED.

Welsford, July 36.—While temporari
ly insane James Francis, a farmer 60 
years of age, living on the Lyon’s road 
near Armstrong's Corner, shot and 
killed hie eon Frederick and then killed 
himself with the same weapon.

There were no witnesses to the 
shooting and the first word of it was 
received here early on Saturday morn
ing when a neighbor of Francis tele
phoned to Çr. Lewin. When the doctor 
arrived at the Francis home, however, 
he found the men had been dead for 
some hours.

The murder was discovered by Mrs. 
Garnett Patterson, daughter of James 
Francis, who had been making her 
home with him. She heard a noise 
about 6.30 in the morning and descend
ing to her father’s room found him 
dead on the bed with the gun lying 
beside him. A small piece of board 
was also found near the gun and from 
the terrible nature of his wounds and 
the fact that what part of his face was 
not shot away was powder burned it 
is surmised he put the barrel of the 
gun in his mouth and struck the ham
mer with the stick. Horror-stricken, 
Mrs. Patterson ran to call her brother, 
Frederick, whose room was in the oth
er end of the house. He was found 
dead, lying as if asleep but with a 
great hole in his head. The bed was 
quite close to the open window and the 
lad had been sleeping with his back 
to 'the Window. Evidently the crazed 
father, gun in hand, had gone out on 
the verandah, pointed the gun through 
the window, pushing it up until it al
most touched the boy and then fired 
the fatal shot. The charge entered 
the young man’s head at the base of 
the brain, tore through his head and 
passed out through his forehead. He 
was murdered while asleep and had 
not moved.

that an inquest would not be neces*

Many stories are told concerning 
the elder Francis. It appears that his 
wife died suddenly in March last and 
that since that time his mind 
menced to weaken. While regarded as 
ecentric he was* not looked upon as 
dangerous and, in fact when he him
self applied some time ago to be sent 
to the Provincial Hospital it was fell 
that his case was not sufficiently seri
ous to warrant confinement. More re, 
cently, however, he was said to have 
made threats of suicide, telling one 
neighbor that he intended to kill him
self, and another that he would kill 
his family and himself as well. Thèse 
stories were, however, described to 
the vagaries of an eccentric but harm
less old man and it was a great shock 
to the entire countryside to learn on 
Saturday that so far as was in his 
power he had put his threats into 
dreadful execution.

James Francis was a hard working, 
respectable farmer, an attendant at the 
Methodist church and a member of 
the Orange Lodge at Armstrong’s Cor
ner. He leaves seven daughters and 
six sons whose lives will be saddened 
by the terrible tragedy overs';,.:dowing 
their home. The daughters are Mrs. 
St. Clair Me Kiel of Coldbrook, St.
John; Mrs. John Donald of Arm
strong's Corner; Mrs. Herbert Brooks, 
in Connecticut; Mrs. Iveonard Cooper 
of Worcester, Mass.; Mrs. Garnett Pat
terson of Boston, who had been living 
with her father since March last; Mrs. 
Arthur Walsh, of Winthrop, Mass., and 
Miss Annie Francis at home. The 
sons are Alexander of Bangor, Allan 
and George of Portland, Me.; John, in 
the Canadian West; Amos, of Boston 
and Herbert, at home. The son, Fred, 
who was the victim of his father's 
mania, had formerly lived in Portland 
but on the death of his mother, return
ed to bis home and was the mainstay 
of the family, working the farm with 
his father. He was a popular young 
man of 23 years and highly esteemed 
In the vicinity. A particularly sad fea
ture of the affair is that he was to have 
been married on September 1st to Miss 
Ada Charleton, daughter of a neighbor 1 
and who for some months has been 
employed in the Stadium Cafe in St.

The house in which the tragedy oc
curred is situated about two miles 
from Armstrong's Corner and about 
seven miles from Welsford, not fai 
from the main road running to Gage 
town and Fredericton.

London, July 16—German subma
rines today resumed their activity in 
English waters, slaking a British stea
mer, a French steamer and four 
British trawlers. One of the undersea 
boats Is reported to have been de
stroyed by bomt* and gun fire. An
other British jggwler was destroyed 
by a mine and* ten 6f the crew killed.

The French steamship Danae, bound 
from Liverpool for Archangel, Russia, 
was sunk off Cape Wrath, which forms 
the northwestern extremity of Scot
land. The trawlers Henry Charles,

,. . _ narrowly escaped death, by the upset-
Kathl^ AcUv y and Prosper were , Q, , r0wtl0at in the harbor about
•eat to the bottom =■ the North Sea. m|d„, hl Saturday nlght. The men
The crewe o« all the vessels were wh„ ]0,t ,hclr llïea were James Qer-

' ...... aid Hann, electrician, 25 years of age;
The Danae wu attacked by two cluIord Long, abo„t ,he same age. 

submarines. The crews of the traw- „r, and f>ank WalBh, twenty years 
lers state that one of the underwater of Th„ re8Cued man waa Thotnaa 
craft was aunk by means of bombs Jameg The three drowned men 
and guns Are» from the trawlers unmarried

The British steamer Firth (406 ' ... aotforo1. , . . . . , c. These four men with several otherstons) of Aberdeen, bound from France __ . .. . . , . were camping at Tufts cove on the
L0r„hmü L°Y. I^rn^r “Stern shore of the harbor. They had
of the crew tLMSPby the explo- con">to Ule/,,y ,or lh° and

I 1 evening, and were returning to camp
' _ . ,___by rowing across the harbor from

, ^.S881"! Richmond In a small rowboat Just
orp an s y ' what was the immediate cause of the

Her crew of thirty was landed on the accl(,ent ,t wag dlfflcult * learn t(V
urkney island^ night, as Thomas James, the only one

The trawler Star of Peace also was , .... , , , , _ .. A rescued, was In a state of nervous col-torpedoed and sunk off -the Orkneys. . ,. , . . .„ . . lapse and could give no coherent story,
er crew was s . wa8 undertood, however, that the

men were shifting their seats in the 
boat and throwing too much weight on 
one side capsized the craft.

Their cries attracted the attention 
of Frank Hann, the brother of one of 
the occupants of the boat, who was at 
the camp on the Tuft’^Cove side, and 
a younger brother of Frank Walsh, 
who was also at the camp. They Im
mediately put out for the scene of the

Advance at One Point Only Progress Enemy 

Has Made in Last Couple of Days—Von 
Mackensen’s Army Threatened by Czar’s 
Forces Along Bug River from Chalom to 
East of Lemberg—Another Success for the 

Allies in Vosges.

Returning from City to Camp 
Across Harbor When 'Row 

Boat Capsized—Fourth Oc

cupant Saved,

Several Theories as to Cause 

of the Catastrophe — Cor

oner Orders Arrest of Offic

ials of Company Leasing 

Steamer.
Halifax, N. S., July 25.—Three young 

men of Halifax were drowned, and oneChicago, July 24—Hundreds of per
lions were drowned by the capsizing 
of the steamer Eastland, at her dock 
In the Chicago River, shortly before 
edght o’clock yesterday morning..

When the boat started to tip, the 
officers shouted warnings but K was 
{ho late. The heavily loaded steamer 
continued to roll until the hawsers 
which held it to the dock, snapped. A 
moment later amid the screams of 
passengers, the steamer turned over 
on Its side, and floated out into the 
middle of the river. Apparently scores 
of women and children In the cabin, 

> were drowned without being given a 
■ chance to escape. Hundreds of other 
W paseengers were able to climb up the 
^hlde of the boat which is above water, 

and were later taken off by rescures.
With the assembling today of addi

tional facts from stories of witnesses 
and survivors details of the catastro
phe and the events Immediately pre
ceding and following it became more 
clear. More and more Incidents of 
horror, pathos and of heroism, came 
to light.

The Eastland, a steel steamer, listed 
to port and turned over In the Chi
cago river near the heart of the busi
ness district at 7.20 yesterday morn
ing. All of her passengers save two 
or three hundred who clung to the 
starboard rail or climbed out star- 
port holes, were thrown into the river, 
crushed Into the slimy mud of the 
bottom or Imprisoned between decks. 
The passengers were employes or 
friends of employes of the Western 
Electric Company bound for a picnic 
at Michigan City, Indiana.

Some sudden signs of terror had 
driven smiles from gay faces several 
minutes before the waters swallowed 
the throng, but generally the women 
and girls, In white summer attire and 

i the men and boys dressed for a joctal 
K outing
^farewells when death

The listing of the boat to port was 
noticed, some said fifteen minutes be
fore she turned over. Captain Peder
sen said five minutes. Some women, 
clutched their children but decided 
the slope of the deck must be some
thing necessary in warping from the 
dock. When the full realization came, 
the slow list had become an overturn. 
Babies, girls, boys, women and men, 
deck gear and furniture slid into the 
wated In a conglomerate mass. In 
thirty minutes the survivors had beên 
put safely ashore and the fishers for 
the dead started the work that was to 
continue in a long monotony through
out the day and night.

A Day of Gloom

The French report another successLondon, July 25.—Only the northern 
point of the pincers, which the Austro- in the Vosges at Ban-De-Sapt, where 
Germans for more than a week have they claim to have taken more then 
been trying to close around Warsaw seven hundred unwounded prisoners, 
end the Russian armies in the Polish 
salient, have made any progress dur
ing the last few days. This point has 
forced its way acros sthe Narew river 
between the fortresses of Pultuak and 
Rozan, and is advancing toward the 
Bug river, which stands for the greater 
part of the way between it and -the 
Warsaw-Vllna railway, its objective.

The other point, which Field Mar
shal Von Mackensen is directing at the 
Lubltn-Cholm railway, hçus hardly gain
ed a yard of ground since it reached 
the village-of Relovetz, Ju&t south of 
the railway.

In offering stubborn resistance to the 
Genjnan advance the Russians are mak
ing a continual threat at Von Macken
sen’s flank along the Bug river from 
the east of Oholm to the east of Lem
berg. Between Krylow and Sokal 
their attacks have been particularly 
severe, compelling the Germans to 
send reinforcements, probably Intend 
to support Von Mackensen, to meet

The Germane admit the loss of & por
tion of their trenches there.

There Is no diminution in the Italian 
offensive along the Ieonzo river, which 
the Italians say is proceeding favor
ably for bhey^bu*. which the Austrians 
declare is meeting with no success.

Russian Report of the Struggle

Petrograd, July 25—The following 
official statement was issued from 
general headquarters last night:

‘ There has been no fighting In the 
Mitau region. On the Janlchkl-Shavll- 
Rossanl front the enemy continued to 
advance eastward.

“On ^he Narew front, an enemy at
tack on the left, back of the Plssa 
river, Thùrsday night, was repulsed 
despite his use of poisonous gas 
bombs. The enemy is straining every 
effort in an attempt to force the Narew 
in -the Rozan-Pultusk sector, and very 
stubborn fighting occurred here yes-

‘ The situation oni the Vistula is un
changed. Attacks on our advanced 
positions at Novo Georgievsk and 
Ivangorod were repulsed. Between 
the Vistula and the Bug there was 
vigorous fighting In the direction of 
Lublin and the enemy attempted an 
advance towards Belzyce.

“Severe fighting occurred on the 
Khimtel-Voislavltze front. The Rus
sians made numerous successful coun
ter-attacks on Thursday night, pene
trating as far as the enemy's artillery 
positions. Conditions of the fighting, 
however,' did not permit of any of the 
guns which the-enemy abandoned be
ing carried away.

“In the region of Grube-Chow con
siderable forces were concentrated by 
the enemy who succeeded In advan
cing somewhat to the northward after 
severe engagements.

“Fighting on the Bug, lm the region 
of Sokal, continued yesterday. New 
German troops were reported as hav
ing arrived.

“Our destroyers in the Black Sea 
have bombarded a Turkish cavalry, 
camp in the region of the Bosphorus, 
Inflicting losses on the enemy and 
causing the explosion of a supply 
traira”
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Daughter Did Not Hear First Shot.
Medical examination of the body of 

Frederick Francis ana of James Fran
cis showed that the young man had 
been killed first anil that the father 
returning to his own room, after com. 
mitting his terrible aeed took his own 
life.

accident, in about the middle of the 
li arbor When they reached the spot, 
Hann, Ixmg and Walsh had disappear
ed and James was clinging to the up
turned boat when rescued, and in a

Along the Vistula to the south and 
west of Warsaw there has been little 
change except for the occupation by 
t he Germans of some positions evacu
ated by the Russians, when they drew 
In their lines

very, exhausted condition.
One of the bodies have been recov-

Mrs. Patterson’s story Is a terrible 
one. She was asleep In an upper room 
and declares she did not hear the first 
shot. About 6.30, while half awake she 
heard a noise downstairs, which she 
explains she thought was caused by 
the slamming of a desk lid. She start
ed downstairs only to find her way 
barred by a closed door secured by a 
wooden button on the lower side. Then 
she was seized with a nameless fear 
and returning to her own room threw 
her mattress out of 'the window intend
ing^ jump out on it Convincing her
self that there was no need for her 
fear, however, she went down to the 
door and forced It open, going to her 
father’s room. There she saw the dis
figured body of her father lying on the 
bed with the remainder of his face 
and head a bloody mass while great 
splotches of blood on bedding and bed
stead told the story of the crime. The 
gun was reclining against the bed 
where it had dropped from his lifeless 
hand while a piece of stick found be
side it told of the method employed. 
He had held the gun between his 
knees, placed the barrel In his mouth 
and, pressing the trigger with th# stick 
had literally blown off his head.

Progress for Allies In Vosges.
While Warsaw is under heavy pres

sure, the Aus-tro-Germ a ns have a lot of 
stiff work before them if they are to 
bring their operations to a successful 
ending by its capture.

After crossing the Narew they still 
have a broader Bug, lined with fort
resses to face while In the south the 
Russians have good positions north of 
the Lublin-Cholm railway which might 
prove it he undoing of the army which 
attacked them.

Many are of the opinion that the 
most dangerous attacks at the moment 
are those which are being made in the 
provinces of Courland, Kovno and 
Grodno, at the lines of communications 
between Warsaw and the northern in
terior of Russia. These attacks are 
being delivered for the most ipart by 
cavalry and will doubtless be met in 
due time by the concentration of Cos
sacks In these regions.

Police Taking Precautions 

Against Attack on Brooklyn 
Plant Where vi/ar Supplies 

Are Being Made,

SWISS NEUTRALITY 
AGAIN VIOLATED BY 

GERMAN AVIATORS
were laughing and shouting 

swept upon

LLOYD GEORGE’S 
REPRESENTATIVE 
REACHES OTTAWA

New York, July 24.—Announcement 
armedwas made today that two 

guards will be placed on the Brooklyn 
end of the Manhattan bridge to protect 
the portes of the E. W. Bliss Company, 
which is manufacturing large quanti
ties of war supplies for European 
countries, from 'cranks’’ and others.

It Is feared apparently by officials 
of the company that some sort of at
tack may be made on the works. For 
some time detectives have been patrol
ling -thé grounds of the plant.

The bridge guard, it is stated, will 
be on duty night and day and is sta- 
tioned there to frustrate a possible 
bomb attack on the works.

Swiss Infantry Fired on Invad

er—Barbed Wire Barriers 

Along Frontier Cut by Ger

mans, D, A, Thomas Arrives in Can
ada to Inquire Into Capacity 
of Dominion to Make Muni

tions,

Geneva, via Paris, July 24—Predic
tion that the Swiss government will 
protest against the action of the Ger
mans in cutting barb wire barriers 
Installed across the frontier, near 
Largln, by Swiss troops, is made by 
the Del mont Democrat

“Thq incident is grave. We are in
formed the Swiss authorities will 
make representations at Berlin.”

For the third time German aviators, 
it is reported,* have violated Swiss 
territory yesterday near Bonfol. Swiss 
infantry opened a heavy fire, and the 
aeroplane disappeared to the north, 
after ten minutes.

Under the glare of searchlights and 
arc lights strung about the ship, 
rescuers continued their work tonight

The Eastland lies on her side In the 
river with divers still floundering 
through her ghastly interior and bur
rowing under her In death search, 
while Chicago, appalled, is just begin
ning to realize the real significance 
of one of the greatest marine disas
ters. While the grieving thousands 
who lost dear ones walked through 
the morgues in the Second Regiment 
Armory gazing Into the faces of the 
dead, half In hope, half In dispalr, 
Chicago citizens and city, state and 
federal officials turned their attention 
to Investigations that must bring 
forth some explanation of the catastro
phe, and the work of providing relief 
for those left destitute.

Start Relief Fund.
Afcting Mayor Moorhouse and his ad

visers today decided to raise a relief 
fund of $200,000 to be distributed by a 
sub-committee acting under the direc
tion of the National Red Cross, the 
Associated Charities and the Municip
al Health Department In addition to 

(Continued on page 2)

row river twenty feet from the dock.
Everyone is awaiting now a sound 

explanation of the cause. Some are 
Indignant; some are calm, all are 
wondering what the investigations to 
be carried1 forward by the coroner, by 
city, state and federal authorities will 
bring forth.

Chicago, July 26.r-The death ship 
tonight had given up 820 bodies. The 
estimated total of those who went 
down to death In the Chicago river 
yesterday morning when the steel 
steamer bearing 2,408 excursionists 
rolled over at her dock, remained at 
approximately one thousand. Of the 
total of 2,408 persons on board at the 
time of the catastrophe, 1,072, includ
ing the crew of 72, have reported 
themselves as safe. Of the 588 thus 
remaining unaccounted for, It is be
lieved 400 are alive and that 188 bod
ies atm are In the river.

About three score bodies were re
covered today. By noon divers had 
concluded that all bodies had been re
moved save those that may have been 
crushed into the mud under the East- 
land's porteide and those that had 
gone down the river with the current

Beginning late last night, the line 
of bereaved passed through the ar- 

They came all through the
Bullet Hole in Back of Young Francis’ 

Head.
Beside herself with terror the wo

man staggered to the room of her 
brother where another awful sight met 
her eyes. The young man was lying 
on his side with his back to the open 
window, the pillow was spattered with 
bloo4«and there was a gunshot wound 
in the back of the head just at <the 
base of the brain and another in the 
forehead showing the path taken by 
the charge. As the wound In the back 
of the head was powder burned it was 
surmised that the assassin pointed the 
gun through the window' and fired the 
shot while the boy slept.

Father Mentally Unbalanced, Had 
Threatened Suicide.

Mrs. Patterson then ran to the near
est neighbor, screaming for help. Word 
was sent to Dr. Lewin at Welsford and 
he went at once to the house but fath
er and son had been dead for several 
hours. Coroner Malcolm McKenzie 
was then communicated with and after 
viewing the bodies and hearing the 
story of the distracted woman decided

anory.
night and all day today. Identlflcar 
tions were made with great rapidity 
co that the unidentified bodies had to
night dwindled to less than 'a hun
dred.

This quiet, half-cloudy Sunday was 
* day of gloom for all Chicago. Min
isters said more people attended 
church than tor many Sundays past 

1 .Chicago turned to prayer and thought 
The preachers nearly all referred to 
iim Eastland disaster In their sermons 

Wand asked congregations to join In 
* grayer for the bereaved. There were 

crowds of the morbidly curious along 
the river but for the most part the 
populace either went to phurcji or 
ètayçd home ini appalled thought.

With the details of the catastrophe 
summed up and sober second thought 
given the people shuddered that close 
to the throbbing heart of one of the 

, great cities of the world a thousand 
' people could go to their death with 

hundreds of persons powerless to aid 
standing within a stone's throw—that 
that great mass could drown In a nar*

/Ottawa, July 25.—Mr. D. A. Thomas 
^ho represents Mr. Lloyd George, Bri
tain’s Minister of Munitions, In Ameri
ca, arrived in Ottawa today. He is ac
companied by General R. H. Mahon 
and Mr. R. H. Garr and will remain 
here for some time in close touch with 
the Canadian Shell Committee.

The party will also visit Montreal, 
Toronto and other cities. Although Mr. 
Thomas has been given wide powers 
by the British Minister of Munitions, 
he states lt Is not his Intention to buy 
munitions in Canada.^ The Canadian 
Shell Committee will attend to that. 
What his mission Is, is to inquire Into 
the capacity of the Dominion to turn 
out shells, rifles, small arms ammuni
tion, and explosives.

“We really are not buying,” said Mr. 
Carr, but purpose to investigate the 
capacity of Canadian firms to turn out 
what is required In the line of muni
tions.”

OFF BULGARIA?
London Times Hears Constan

tinople Cedes Bulgaria Tur

kish Portion of Dedeaghatch 

Railway,

REV. L C. JENKINS COING 
TO EAST MEULE
East Florenceville, N. B., July 24— 

The Rev. E. C. Jenkins, who has been 
ministering to the Watervllle circuit 
during the last four years, has ac
cepted a call to the East Florenceville 
pastorate and will take up his duties 

I there on the second Sunday In August.

Bulletin—London, July 26—A de* 
patch to the Times from Sofia, dated 
last Friday, says that a convention ced
ing to Bulgaria the Turkish portion 
of the Dedeaghatch railway was signed 
In Constantinople Thursday. A
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