IMPORTANT lf.’l l‘ll’l.l 20 DY-
MINEE AT

By the “ln-c ‘Brussels mn—m
Rffocts of the Traflio ou the Various
Tribes—Oommerce Destroyed by the Trade
in #pirits—Besvy Duties Imposed.

Nine years ago, the Brussels Conterence
in which most of the civilized States took
part, adopted messures to prevent the sale
of spirituous liquore in -ail parts of the in-
terior of Atrica where the traffic had
not been introduced, and gradually to re-
duce the volume of the trade, by means of
increasing ,import duties, in those regions
where summarily to prohibit it wonld prac-
tically destroy sll commerce. It was pro-
vided ' that & later ccnfereuce should be
held at a time to be agreed upon to take
such further measures for the repression of
the trade as the experience derived irom
the Brussels act might suggest. This Con-
ference, attended by plenipotentisries from
eleven European powers and the Congo
Free Stste, met in Brussels on April 20
last, appointed & commission to examine
the whole question and draw up s new act,
reconvened on May 80 td receive the com-
mission s report, and signed & new conven-
tion on June 8. The results of its work
have just been made public, since it bas
become law by the ratificatiod of the pow-
ers concerned.

The report contains striking evidence of
the terrible effect that the liquor traffic has
had upon the natives. Traders bave sold
spirits for many years on the lower Congo
from its mouth to the rapids a bundred
miles inland. The Congo State has found
it almost impossible to oppose the trsffic
there without riinning all commercial rela-
tions. This district along ninety miles of
river and the narrow sea front, consume®
about 820,000 gellons ef spiri's in & year.
Alcobol is the real money of tha country.
Everything the native acquires which he
can usein trade is converted into spints.
‘When he takes to drink all the members of
his family follow his example. Women are
often seen giving a sip of epirits to their
nursiog children. The resulting mortality
has been very great. The population is
now sparse and villages are rare though
the numerous cemeteries, filled with the

victims of drink, show that the country, |,

thirty years sgo, was densely peppled. The
messures taken .to reduce the traffic have
been ineffectual because the blacks of the
lower Corgo sad the neighboring coasts
willingly pay the duty of fittcen francs per

. hectolitre (about twenty six and a balf gal-

lons) snd if the supply on the lower Congo
is not equal to the demand the natives seour
the coast regions north and south for ad

ditional supplies. The Congo State auth-
orities were of the opinion that the tariff
rate must be largely increased, not only in
their own territory but also in the mneigh-
boring Frerch and Portugese colonies, to
reduce the consumption on the lower Con-
go-

In regions where the sale of liquor begsn

more recently the blacks are superior in
physique and morale to the besotted natives
of the lower river. There is a still more
striking contrast between the natives of
the upper river where no spirits are per-
mitted to be sold and those llving near the
Congo’s mouth. The people living in the
interior are intelligent, robuet, well built
and take good care ot their bodies wbile
he contrary is true of the inhabitants of
he lower Congo. The natives who have
not acquired the sppetite for drink have no
idea ot the degradation it produces.

The British plenipotentiaries urged a
uniform imposition of duty of 100 francs

* per hectolitre on  proof spirits (containing

50 per cent. of slcohol) and a proportion
slly bigher tariff on spirits containing s
higher percentsge. High tariffs, they
said, bad been imposed in all the British
colonies for some years end they have
peither destroyed gent¢ral commerce nor
diminished the revenue. Tbe increase in
the tsriff rate in the Gold Coast coleny
bas prevented sugmentation of the liquor
imports, and in 1897 a duty of 80 franc®
per hectolitre yielded & revenue of 8,265,
000 francs. The duty cb the Gold, Cosst
has now been rsised to 124 francs. In
Lagos ard the Niger territory the increase
in duties Las dimwisbed the' importations

The Lagos importstiors fell frem 85,000
bectolitres in 1895 to €2,000 in 1898, and
on the Niger coast trem 95,000 hectolitres
in 1895 to 58,000 in 1887

It bas often been asserted that the na

tive requires & cértain amount of spirits and
that a diminution in liquor importations
would lead to s corresponding decline in th«
jmports of legitimate eorticles of trade.
This bas not been the experience of the
British colonies. In the Gold Coas',
Lagos snd the Niger colonies, 8 declme in
the spirit imports bas bien accompanied by
an increase in the importation of genersl
articles of trade. In Legor, for m-plo

nphlu formed in 1894 17 per cenmt., in
1896, 7 per cent., snd in 1897 8 per cul

AFRICAN LIQUOR TRADE

dthmli-
the imports of ubn .u.m-a to

18 000,000, 22,000,000 snd 19,000.000 |
trancs resppotively. Thbe British ‘suthori- | of

ties believed that the general imposition on
+11 parts of the African ¢ sstof & tax of
100 frencs per hectolitre on spirits would
not diminish the government revenunes
Tbe proot is conclusive, the plenipotenti-
aries said, that .the commierce in #loobol
destroys otber commerce that is desirable
and that the ultimate result of the trade in
spirits, if unchecked would be to destroy
sll other commerce by destroying the ns.
tives while the diminution ot the liquor
traffic will even foree an increase ot

other trade which will b more profitable
hrh En}rom mdu;n:r‘!l The ‘present
of increasing | uties on spirits
5‘:0 d be continued both with the m':not
nunmmug
preventing the abuse of spiritous li uorl
The debate on the British p
cupied severs] days. Many of tte plem
ntisries e the view that the
imposition of & mivimum tax of 100 francs
per hectolitre at present would, in many
ot the colonies, be prejudical to the gener
al interests ot commerce sne would largely
reduce the revenpes. A compromise
ure was usually agreed to and the conven-
tion as adopted provides that in sli the
zone, not mncluded uvoder the regeme of
prohubition by the Hrussels act of 1890,
the minimum tariff on spiritaous hqnor
sball be seventy francs per hectolitre, ex-
cept in the German colony of Togo and
the French colony of Dabomey wkere,
upon the demand of those powers the min-
umm tax was fixed at sixty and fifty france
respectively. These minimum rates will
be maintained for six years whea they will
be subject to such revision as seems wise
in view of tbe results attained. Mean-
while any power has the right to increase
the tariff rate in the colonies. Any dis-
tilled liquors manufactured in the colonies
shall be sublect to an exercise tax not less
than the minimum tariff.
The convention having been ratified
by all the powers concerned, hasbeen de-

the colonial revenues and of | beth

and will undonbtedly
diminution. :(*m terrible evih cl t=
African liquor.

Heory Carey, ¢.usin to Queen Elise-
beth, after baving enjoyed Her Majosty’s
tavor for several yeoavs, lost it in the fol-
thought, in the genien of the palace,under
the queen's window, she perceived bim,
and ssid to bim, in & jocplar manver—

What does » man think of when he is
thinking of Bothing P

‘A woman's promise,’ replied Carey.

‘Well done, cousin,’ snswered Ebzi-

She retired, but did. not forget Carey’s

answer.
fSmna time uﬂ:;r he lodl.mdam the ho;or
of & peerage, and remin: ueen that
she had Qromuod it to him. y
“True,’ said she, ‘but that was a woman’s
promise.’

e

Patagonia’s Fature.

Doctor Moreno, the director ot the La
Plata museum, during s recent visit to
London gave s lectur®e on Patagonis, in
which he declared that that country does
not deserve its bad reputation. Although
its present population is small and scatter~
ed, it has, he avers a healthy soil capable
of supporting & large population, and it
presents a vast field for human industry.
In Doctor Moreno’s opinion, Patagonia is
a l;emmnt of an ancient Autarctic ocontin-
ent. .

st b s e
Rliag in Liguid Afr.
Liquid air is so cold that mercury im-

mersed in it turns solid and ¢an be employ-
od to bammer ansil. Yet, when a glass

tube con'aining liquid bydrogen is im-
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As be was walking one day, fnlld'

‘Currle Bustness Unlverslty,

117 Princess St.,
Box 50, Telephone 991, -

boils, snd gradually turns into vapor, like
water simmering over a slow fice. The
temperature of liquid uir is 812 degrees
Fabrenheit below [zero; but that is ‘hot’
compared with the temperature of liquid
hydrogen, which is about 420 degrees be-
low zero. Professor Dewar finds it im-
possible to prmnt an open vessel contain-
liquid from
Sobosh ol o0 Bret the boiion Luieies
(ke lquatod bpiogen & b frourm bard sad
is frozn
sinks through {h hydrogea. -
B ot A

When we read of the men who mhlntod
the caves of Earope at & time when mam-
mouths dwelt on that continent we seem to
bave gone back to & period so immeasura-
bly remote that we can hardly picture in
the mind's eye the sppearance which the
representatives of our race then puuentod
Yet, according to Prof. E. B. Tylor, the
natives of Tasmanis ‘remsined within the
present century representstives of the im-
mensely ancient Paleolithic period.” Re-
ocent studies of the relics of the Tasmanians
who became extinct when brought iato

touch with modern civilised man, show
that the workmanship of their rade imple-

= St, John, N, B.

¢Erift ard Cave men’ of Paleolithic times.

A Surgiea| Magnet, |

The Manhattan Eye and Eer Hospital in
New York possedses & novel surgiosl in-
strument intended to extract particles of
iron fromthe eye. I: consists of a power-
ful electro-magnet mounted on a stand
running on casters. When an opération is
to be performed one end of the magnet is
cautiously brought near the patient’s eye.
If a piece of steel oriron is embedded in
the eyeball, the patient experiences a shirp
pain as the metallic silver torces its way

through the tissues and flies to the mag-
net. The injury to the eye is ssid to be
Jess than that caused by using a knife.

Different.
President of the French Court—Yon de=
clare this on your honor as a gentleman P

French Officer—N-no, monsier le presi-
dent! Asan officer of le grande armee !

‘What did that _young lawyer do when
you tried to “ﬁm astention
(ellm¢ hm your htber was in financial (hfY

‘Hn m-dmel went to lpnpn and ofe
fered to put him bank-
ruptcy for a fee of

P

mersed in liquid air, the hydrogen geotly | ments was below that exhbited by the
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