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Heavy Debating dn the House
vesterday Afternoon--Game
Bill Defeated.

—

ctrong Fight Waged and Unani-
mous Decision Reached on
Fair Wage Motion.

Thursday, August 9th.

Two important contributions were
e this afternoon to the debate arising
,‘,J\; 1 Mr. Helmcken’s fair wage motion
1 the amendments of Messrs. McInnes
o McPhillips thereto. The labor lead-
'.‘1- (Ralph Smith) spoke with hls_accus-
tom~d clearness and cogency, while Mr.
Curtis, member for Rossland., who has
already established a repu'tatlon as one
of the most valuable men in the House,
spoke with even greater force.t‘han or-
dinarily. The reply of the Minister of
Finance was evidently delxvered_ with 'a
oreat deal of suppressed feelmg_, ,o;'nd
much of the weight which it otherwisa
would have possessed was neutralized by
the fact thait the r.espected_ ex-Premier
appeared in'the role of bel'ng more or
Jess an apologist_for Mongolian lgbor,

Mr. Mclpnes’s Game Amendment Bill
was thrown out, while the House showxl

 if5,80pdARRBe by rofus'ng to accept Capt.

,T?\,gw;’p puEely.. political motion.

 rawers were:read by Rev. B 8. Rowe.
st 5i - Petitions' and  Reports.

s The ' Midistet” of Finance presented a

; ;petition from 'the Board .ot Trade Lot

Phoenix_ supporting the Grand ¥ ks &
Kettle  River’' Railway Bil, e’ Mr.,

Helmeken, preSented five petitions ‘asking
for amendments to the Game Act. =
Mr. Helmcken introduced An ‘Act re-
lating "to. employment on :works garried
on under franchises geanted by Private

Acts, and Mr.: Oliver oge amending the’

Municipal Act. - The:latter was ,r,etetr-
red to the mupicipal-icommittee, as, the
Attorney-General intimated dhat the city

of Vicoria wished some amendménts and

that a committee’ would ‘be named later.

Hon. Mr., McBride’ presented a retdrn
to an order of the House for ‘all hydrau-
lic leases granted since 1st ‘January.

1898, in the Atlin distriet, with names

of IL'SSGQS, ete,

Mr. McInnes introduced a labor bill,
and the following resolution was submit-
ted by Mr. Brown:

“That an humble address be presented
to His Honor the Lieut.-Governor, pray-
ing that he will cause to pejgent down t>
this House a return showing the mumber
of ballot papers actually issued to voters
in each riding of the province at the gen-
eral election held on the 9th day of June,
1900.”

The motion carried.

Questions.

Mr, Curtis’s questions of the Finance
Minister were laid overf$#H Monday.’

Mr. MecInnes: askedi$1i® government
the following questions: 1. When and
for what reason was ‘A. W. Walkley,
Esq., removed from . his position in
charge of the reconstruction of the Vic-
toria court house? 2. By whom has he
been succeeded? 3. If by George Jeeves,
Esq., is he the same person‘who by hmm-
self, or in partnership with others, held
a contract in connection with the con-
struction of the Legislative buildings?
4. Did the government have difficulty in
settling accounts with the said George
Jeeves, or his partnership, over the said
contract? 5. To what extent did Govera-
ment Architect Rattenbury refuse to en=
dorse the ‘demands of ‘the said George
Jeeves, Esq., or his partnership? 6. Did
the government arrange a complete or
rartial settlement with the said George
Jeeves, Esq., or his partnership, in 1894
and 1898? 7. Were there general pro-
vincial elections in 1894 and 18987

Hon. Mr.. Wells replied as follows: 1.
On 31st July last, becaunse his services
were not required. 2. By George Jeeves.
3. The government had no contraet with
Mr. Jeeves, or his partners; they merely
continued the work in the names of the
legal representatives of the deceased con-
tractor, Frederick Adams. 4. No. 5.
To no extent, these persons not being
recognized as .interested under the con-
tract. 6. No; a complete settlement was
g_mdc in 1898 with the Adams estate. 7.

es,

Mr. McInnes pointed out that the an-
Swers could not be considered satisfac-
tory. The answer to the first question
Wwas that Mr. Walkley’s services were no
longar necessary, while the answer to the
next showed that the services o6f such a
man were required. :

Mr. McInnes asked the government tho
following questions: 1, When and for
what reason was A. R, Sherk, Bsq., re-
moved from his position ‘as warder at
the Victorial gaol? 2. By whom has he
heen succeeded? 3. If succeeded by a
Mr. Jeeves, is he a brother of George
Jeeves, Bsq.,, who was reently placed in:
charge of reconstruction of the Victoria
court house?

Hon. Mr. Eberts replied as follows: 1.
A. R. Sherk never occupied the position
of warder at Victoria gaol. He was
employed’ specially from May 30th to
June 30th; his sérvices were then no
longer required, and were dispensed with.
2. On the 12th July, owing to the absence
of one of the guards, it became necessary
fo employ a special guard, ang Mr.
Jeeves was employed. His services wiil
be dispensed with in a few days, 3. I
am informed that the Mr, Jeeves aboya
mentioned is a brother of the Mr, Jeeves
thohis e{’mployed -upon the reconstruction
of the Victoria eourt.house.

Mr. McInne}s asked tﬁﬁvemment the
following questions: . 1.;Hew many Ii-
censes have.been issued mnder. section 14
of the Game:Protection Act, 1898, and
low much revenue has been:derived from
the issue of such licenses? 2. How many
convictions ‘have taken ‘place fnder the
Said act, and what fs the total &monnt of
the fines which have been jmpoged?
_Hon. Mr. Turner rephiad ollows: 1,
7: $350. 2. It will take ongiderable
Tl.m; to prepare 'a return that
nish the informati equeste
(uestion, G req%

Mr. Oliver's question regarding re-
turns from hotel licenses st60d over.

Forks &.

il fur-
y this

Mr. Oliver asked the Hon. the -Min-
Fister of 'Agriculture the \ollowing ques-
tions: 1. Why was Mr. Thos. Wilson
dismissed from the horticultural board?
2. Who has been appointed in his place?
and 3, At what salary?

Hon. Mr. Turner replied as follows: L.
Mr, Thos. Wilson was not dismissed; his
term of office expired on 30th June, 1900,
2. The vacancy -on: the board was filled
by Mr. Thomas Cunningham. 3. M
bers of the board of horticulture are paii
five dollars a day when actually employ-
ed.

The Lien Bill.

Mr. Helmcken, upon the debate on the
Mechanics’ Lien Bill being resumed,
said he had looked into the matter, and
as he found the workingmar was pro-
perly = protected = in~the contemplated
measure, he would support it.

Mr, McPhillips wanted the bill 'drop--
ped, to expedite matters, as he had been
asked to allow a bill to lapse; and he
thought the opposition should do so too.

Mr. Brown announced that he would
not oppose the bill, although be had op-
posed ' admitting “‘material” men to the
benefits of the bill in former years. He
was assured by the promoters that the
mechanic was properly protected. Since
he thought Mr. Curtis might allow the
bill to ‘stand over. The government had:
‘not pushed matters, had not a night’ses-
‘siom; ‘été. ‘and “Were not taking advan-!

1 tage generally ‘of the opportunity to ex-

pedite affairs. ; g iy
.. Jos, Hunter-advocated passing the os-
timates and leaving all these bills high
and: dry unntil next session. (ILiaughter.)

The. Attorney-General . chaffed : tha
member, from :New. Westminster on. hig
change :of ;attitude since; 1891, ;when ‘the:
Davey: government intreduced a:clause’
in the Mechanies‘Lien Act to. protect the;
‘material” ;man; and- when it-bhad been |
- strenuously: oppesed by Mr. Brown,“who |
| finally: carriéd his ‘point. “Such ‘a ‘clause
protected yothe ;yoaag - contractor. “The
‘member: for! New *Westminster- was’ los-;
ing. his ‘memory, and ‘forgot his former:
principles; * e e
““Mr,'‘Brown said he had never opposed
protecting the -“material’”’ man; but he
did not favér such a clause in an act fér.
the:protection of the mechanie, A

»Lhe bill, was read a secend time; on -a.
L yote of 18 to.10, Messrs.;/Eberts, (Pooley
i:apd others: on the :goyernment:side snp+’
(perting ‘it, while-the "Finance-Minister
opposed it. Yoo 3

Game - Act;:

Mr. Hall’s Tnvestment and Loan So-
cieties Bill was again laid over at the
request of the Minister of Finance,

Mr, Mclnnes explained that his am-
endments to the Game Act were for the
purpose of further protecting game., It
provided minimum  penalties, = where
none existed before.

It forbade boys under sixteen years of
age carrying firearms, unless accompa-
nied by their parents or guardians, ex-
cepting in rural districts.

Another provision was to prevent birds
being stored in cold storage, which was
contrary to the spirit of the act. The
bill: also removed the power which now
lay with the Governor-in-Council to sus-
pend the regulations of the act.

Mr. McPhillips was afraid this was
encroaching on the prerogative of the
government, but the Teader of 'thie Oppo-*
sition pointed out that the penalty and
the question of revenue involved was
merely auxiliary. The penalty was not
there for revenue but as a deterrent. At
Ottawa and in the Imperial House pri-
vate members had much wider scope
than this,

The Speaker agreed with ‘the leader of
the opposition, and so did the Attorney-
General, seeing which Mr, McPhillips
withdrew his opposition,

Mr. Oliver strongly opposed the bill,
The maximum fine of  $50 for any omne
who, shot a hen pheasant in mistake for
a cock pheasant was outrageous. It was
also ridiculous to impose prohibition in
regard to firearms on: boys under sixteen
years. of age. Some of the best bear
hunters . in his constituency were boys
of thirteen to fourteen years. If farm-
ers were prohibitéd too from putting out
poison to kill ,'eut worms for fear of
poisoning .pheasants they would find that
|, these birds would be'poisoned more gen-
-erally than ‘was now the case. . 5

In ‘Mr. Neill’s opinion the bill was one
involving contentions ' views, and he
moved the six months’ hoist,

The leader of the opposition protested
against' this ‘“‘non-contentious” arrange-
ment -between the govenment and its
supporters being forced upon. the House,
They were all doubtless anxious to get
home, but if legislation was required the
members ‘had no right to consult their
own convenience. "

The mover of the bill reminded the
House of the demand for this legislation,
as evidenced by the .petitions .before the
House. He protested against the inti-
mation to shelve this bill. The session
was going to cost the country a ecertain
sum whether it was long or. short, and
the members should not consult their
personal  predilections. Game, he
aded, was. becoming very secarce, and if
it was wiped out it would seriously af-
fect the tourist trade, as well as pros-
pecting, for prospectors required -game
for their. sustenance,

The Attorney-General
last statement. He opposed the Lill as
unnecessary. He . particularly opposed
the clause relating to cold storage, and
withdrawing the discretionary = powers
that now lay with the Governor-in-Coun-
cil. ‘He favored ‘the preservation of
.game, as:it attracted tourists.  Maine
state: had preserved its game so that it
brought. a revenue -of two millions .of
dollars annually. ~An amendment ‘ight
be. introduced. forbiding the sale of game
birds. That would take away the occu-
pation of pot hurigers. : Sk

Mr.::Neill's amendment < was carried,
by a' vote of 20" to. 14 on the following
division: - v 43 ol

Yeas—Messrs. B €,; Smith,  Oliver,.
Kidd, 'Neill,- Green, Hall, Turner, Duns--
muir, A. W."Smith, Clifford, Hayward,
Garden, ‘Préntice, ' Wells, ‘Pooley, Mur-
Dh258 Rogers, Taylor, Dickie: and Mounge

ridiculed the

ol
Nays—MelInnes, , Gilmour, . Stables,:
Brown, Martin, Curtis,” Munro,
Smith, McPhillips, -Helmeken; Eberts,
Faulton, Tatlow and Hunter—14. 58y
Bills Laid Over. p
Mr. Curtis’s ‘“Deceived Workmen's|
Bill” was' laid over, Mr. Brown’s bill
respecting grants in ajd of private en:

; Anti-Chinede Debate. :
‘The debate on ‘Mz, Helmeken's fair<
wage ‘motion and the amendméfits there

terprise also stood over. e

to was then resumed. Mr. Ralph Smith

his position clear.  He was not prepared,
he said, to support any principle that
had the appearance of exercising power
which the Legislature had not in its
possession. Moreover, he would not sup-
port any pringiple that was revolution-
ary in regard to the industries of the
province.

Hon. Finance Minister—Hear, hear.

If he felt that Mr. McInnes’s amend-
ment was outside the jurisdiction of the
House he would not support it. But
until this was shown he would support
every kind of legislation up. to ‘the hilt
that aimed at the exclusion of a class
so detrimental to labor interests in the
province.

The junior member for Victoria had
not proven to his (the speaker) satisfac-
tion that this’ amendment was ultra
vires. This was simply an order to the
government pot to make provision for
this restrictions in contracts. It did not
‘form a part of any statute and he would
give it his support.

He 'supported it also because he be-
lieved it was the duty of the House to
do all in its power in regard to any
matter of this charcter that did not af-
fect in.a revolutionary wsy. the indus-
tries .of the province, The expressed
opinion of the House would have greater
.weight at Ottawa than.anything else, If
a  faction 'of: the House took  gronnd
;against what the country :almost. unani-
i mously felt, it would be taken advantage
jof- at Ottawa. - It was very important
ithat the House be unanimous on- the
-quéstion. & L R
+If might be true, as claimed by ‘the
junior member for Victoria, that the Do-
minion gowernment had not done its duty

i Mr, McPhillips: that-such a state-of af-
fairs absolved him (Mr. . MePhillip§)
sifrom ~his - duty. - :

" oIt this: provision :was a.restriction up-
on thiskind ‘of dabor/in’ all .the indus-
‘itries of the province, _he might agree
#hat sit ‘should “be medified. " But such

1 was ‘not’ the case, and the passage: of

‘the -amendment ‘would. have the strong-
o8t ‘possible - influénce . on ' the: Dominion
governmient, } : 7

Uutil 1t could be shown to:him that

of’the House he would support it. Pledg-
eéd as’nearly'all the' members were' to
oppose Mongolian“labor he thought it
ghould ‘meet “general support.

"Mr. Curtis expressed surprise at the
attitude of the' fouirth member for Vie-
toria,- who “declared ‘his~ opposition to
the amendment because it was ‘ultra
vires ‘of 'the Legislature.  How could
this be? The amendment was not to be
incorporated in an act, and thus risk dis-
allowance. It was merely an expression
of ‘opinion. Such an attitude meant
that when the government gave leases
and grants it was powerless to impose
any condition. )

If the speaker had any confidence in
Mr. McPhillips’s opinion on a matter of
law, it would be upset on reading the
amendment to the amendment, which
embodied a portion of the same princi-
ple as laid ‘down in the amendment it-
self. 'He had admitted the principle to
be proper in regard to bonuses. Why
should it not apply to other privileges
or grants?

hands of the government, the power
being purely discretionary. He was
glad to see that no other member had
taken the same view as Mr. MePhillips.
He was sory to notice that the Mih-
ister of Mines and two members for
Vancouver held that the amendment to
the the amendment went as far as the
leader of the Conservative party con-
templated. ' He read the folowing extract
from one of Mr. Wilson’s -election
speeches to prove the fallacy of the con-
tention. Mr. Wilson. said: {
“He proposed a perfect remedy. They
should  take the matter out of legisla-
tion affairs and affect the contract; that
was a proposition that would work out
well, legally. For instance, if a corpor-
ation came to the Tegislature the con-
stant practice had been to insert anti-
Chinese clauses in the private bill. 'This
was absolute nonsense, ‘The - Lient.-
Governor-in-Couneil’  ‘should 'be '~ em-
powered to place’this- in: contracts, not
acts 'of parliament, = which ' somebody
would declare ulfra vires. -'The ' law

contract were mot carried out. ‘He had
thought out this proposition very thor-
oughly and was certain that it was the
true solution of the difficulty.”

This, added Mr. Curtis,was the principle
laid down by Mr, Wilson, and it was
perfectly sound. It covered all that was

| included  under the amendment of the

member for New Westminster. He ask-
ed those. who fought under Mr. Wilson’s
banner to be true to their pledges.

The country was indebted to the senior
member for Vietoria for introducing the
resolution, He ‘was sorry though that he
was not prepared to go further to exs
clude Mongolian ‘immigration.

The application of a standard wage
would do ‘much to shut out Mongolian
labor, as it was never accepted on the
same basis as Catcasian labor. Why
could not Mr. Helmeken go further
when he himself laid ‘down the following
in one of ‘his pre-election addresses:

“When we have the sympathy of the
people of ‘the Empire we may count on
getting a ‘measiire of protection that will
be our due. ‘This was one view of the
matter, and another was that we should

Why cannot ‘we - legislate’ that in all
cases British labor should be given the
preference? A" medsire which would do
this would help to*@ away with this
_burning question.” bé g

- He ' was surprised:. to see -some gov-
ernmeént supporters ‘who §aid they were
tired of ‘the question.” They. would be
‘more tired before it was properly ad-
‘justed. In the'interior it was a burning
| question, and - would not down. . In
‘Greenwood the merchants  had ' joined
‘hands with the laboring classes and had
‘ceased employing Chinese, with the re-

Mongolians_from that city. (Applause.)

He_still hoped to. see unanimity on
this question. , He didn’t want to see it
made 8 party guestion. Unanimous ac-
tion by the House would have a great
effect at Ottawa. The goyernment must
be aware of the country’s feeling on the
| matter. They mpst have: geen the warm

golians from the Premier’s mines had
met in the .conntry. at large. .He noped
to see the government take this. course
because she-had .the good .of the country
more at heart than any mere party ad-
vantage, {

b

*

took advantage of the debate to make

‘hbave . that effect.
‘Great; Britain -would: hardly - like - the

Lin the premises. Bunt: he.did not:sym-
:pathize (with  the -expressed view | of

such-action -was eoutside the jurisdietion’

The ‘matter was left entirely in the -

should be so fixed that every privilege,

4 should be abrogated if the terms of the

not use this ‘class of labor ourselves.

sult that there had been an e¥odus of

reception which the removal of Mon-{

. He ridiculed the statement of the Min-

ister of Mines that the Mikado’s prohib-
ition of emigration resulted from a mild
expression in the speech from the throne.
(Laughter.) Everyone knew that it was
due to the exigencies of war, and he did
not want the country to be dependent on
the good graces of the Emperor of Jap-
an. He strongly supported the amend-
ment. (Applause.)

The Minister of Mines was proceeding
to reply to Mr. Curtis when Mr. Brown
pointed out that he had already spoken
to the amendment.

Mr. McBride—Oh,” the opposition are
afraid to hear me. (Laughter.)

Mr, Gilmour said that if the remarks
of the Minister of Mines were to be
along the same lines as on the previous
gay. he didn’t think that the ecountry
wanted to hear them. The speaker
made an appeal for an assertion of the
rights of the province. Messrs. Garden
and Tatlow, he said, claimed to be stand-
ing on their leader’s platform. They
must be on his or some one else’s, for the
party to which they owed allegiance had
no platform on the Chinese question.

The remark of Mr. Smith that he
would not support revolutionary meas-
ures, in relation to business, formed the
text for the speech of the Minister of
Finance. Such would be ‘the case, he
held; if the amendment of the member
for . North  Nanaimo ' were adopted. In
the cannery business it practically meant

g prohibition of the trade. The mover

had -said. that he didn’t care if it did
But the people of’

abolition of an industry that: meant such
a_food supply .as salmon. . constituted.’

iTake an gutput, of 800,000 cases.” :The
. expenditure on. sich .a. pack: for wages

to. Chinamen -would be ;$400,000, .while
the .revenue that would:;go into the.pock-

-ets of white people swould be $1,500,000:

It ;was a mistaken idea-that the Chineser
did not expend money in the. country.]
They expended -a-large sum in, supplies.:

#Honorable gentlemen dpposite: Asmiled,

but: if-:they :had: ever: been .up“the old
Cariboo vroad  and went into-a’China+
man’s shack, the first ‘thing he ‘would do:

swould'; bev'wto”oﬂfer ithem™ a ‘@rink of

brandy.

Mr.  McInnes—They ‘were jolly good
fellows. . (Laughter.)

Contintiing, Mr.Turner said -that if
workmen: were ~brought’ from ‘the East
they “would ' probably- be. French-Cana-

dians, who at present received lowér

wages than were paid Chinamen in this
country.

Mr.! Curtis~“Excuse me. Do I under-
stand the hon. gentleman to be making
a plea for introducing cheap labor to this
proyince? - (Laughter.)

Mr, Turnér retorted, with heat, that
the'member for Rossland could twist his
remarks as he’liked.

He added, *“He would sweep away one
of the big industries of this province,
and what would he have in its place?
Nothing. After it the deluge!”

Further considering the'amendment he
contended that the prineiple . contem-
plated would have to be incorporated in
statutes and would be disallowed.

The amendment was a noisy declama-
tion, but the amendment to the amend-
ment was practical.. It would certainly
stop, some .Chinese being employed.

Mz, Curtis—We do not. ask for an act.

Mr.. Turber—In case of conecessions it
woyld require -an act; in the other eases
it would not. He added that the member
for Rossland had said that the govern-
ment need not carry cut such a resolu-
tion. Of what use, then, would it be?

Mr. Curtis—You needn’t carry out
either amendment.

Mr. Turner concluded by urging that
the ;TTouse suspend action .on an amend-
ment which would mean the killing of
an qindustry in this province. (Govern-
ment applause.) -

The question proposed on the amend-
ment to the amendment—*“Shall the
words proposed to be struck out stand
part of the question?” was then put and
resolved in the negative on the following
divigion:

Yeas—MecInnes, Gilmour, Stables, E.
C. Smith, Oliver, Neill, Brown, Martin,
Curtis, Munro, Green, R. Smith—12,

Nays—<Kidd, Hall, - McPhillips, Hel-

meken, Turner, 'Dunsmuir, “Bberts, A.

'W. Smith, Ellison, Clifford, Fulton, Hay-
ward, Garden, Tatlow, Prentice, Wells,
McBride, Pooley, Mruphy, Rogers, Hun-
ter, Taylor, Dickie, Mounce—24. ‘

The question—“Shall ~ the words pro-
posed to be inserted ‘in lieu thereof stand
part of tho question?’ was resolved in
the- affirmative unanimecusly.

The amendment, as amended, carried,
and *the “original resolution, as amended;
carried. )

Capt. Tatlow’s Motion.

The debate on Capt., Tatlow’s motion
was = then resmmed by Mr. Helmcken,
who advocated a conciliatory : policy. in
regard to the Ottawa government. Some
valuable information was contained in
the preamble of the .resolution, but he

wassnot prepared to go to the extent of |

censuring the Premier of Canada. He
had ralways favored inereasing the tax
from- $100 to $500. He read the letter
of Hon. Jos. Chamberlain. setting forth
that ‘there could be no objection to an
educational test for. Mongolians.
Coming to the gquestion of numbers,
the  sehior member for Victoria stated
that ‘in the last three years there had
been an immigration. of 7,367 Chinese

and 12,106 Japanese. From July 1st to

June ' 30th, 2,440 Chinese had entered
the ‘province, while .in the same time
7,875 Japs had come in. 'Since July 1st
452 more Chinamen had arrived and 894
Japs.

" Proceeding, Mr. Helmcken quoted the
action which ~had been taken -in Aus-
tralia. He said he would not support
the resolution, but submitted an outline
of -one whieh later he intended to sub-

“mit, and which would ‘be Jess likely te

antagonize the Premier of ‘Canada. If
such a eonciliatory course were adopted
he felt, especially in the light of recent

colonial developments, that relief would,
be granted. “He sabmitted the following-‘k

amendment: ;
“Whereas resolutions have been passed

by .this House from time to time re-;

questing the Dominion government to in-’

“crease ‘the” poll tax on Chinese immi-
‘grants into Canada;

“And -whereas -the -Dominion govefn-

ing the poll gax from the-#rm of $50 to
the sum of $100; R
“Be it resolyed that, in the opinion 'of
this House, ‘the said act is ineffective
and inadequate to preyent Chinese immi-
gration inte Canada;’ :

“Be it turther-resolved that an-humble

ment has passed an act, known as the-

‘Chingse Tinmigration’; ‘m}, increas-

Lieut.-Governor, requesting him to re-
spectfully urge upon the Dominion gov-
ernment that the effective mode of deal-
ing with the question of restricting Mon-
golian immigration into Canada would be
by either increasing the amount of the
per capita tax to the sum of $500, or by
the passing of an act based on the lines
of the Natal Act, known as the ‘Immi-
gration Restriction Act, 1897. "

A. 'W. Smith wanted the word Mon-
golian changed to Chinese and Japanese,
The' latter class was as big a nuisance
as the former.

Mr. Brown agreed with the opinien
expressed by some members that the
real way in which to secure action by
Ottawa was to take unanimous action in
some such way as had been indicated.
Since the question must be disposed of
some way, he would withdraw his
amendment in favor of that of Mr. Hel-
mecken, as it was free from political com-
plexion and in every way preferable to
the motion. y

Mr. Smith’s amendment was lost and
the word ‘Mongolian’ stood.

The amendment of Mr. Helmecken
then passed and the meotion, as amend-
ed, passed’ unanimously.

Compulsory Arbitration.

The debate was then resumed on the
motion of ‘Mr. Smith relating to com-
: pulsory -arbitration.
er. gI‘ux-ner, while. explaining th.at the
government- was: fullyalive to the impor-
tance 'of the question, felt-that it was
too late in the session to,be considered.
he government a few years ago intro-
dueed & labor concitiatory act whieh:had
been ‘generally “endorsed '~ by laborin.g
classes,” biit “when finglly -introduced it
'hdd’ provoked ‘a’great-deal of opposition,
“Théa' government was' preparéd’ totaks;
thé* matter. up and investigate it thor-
oughly, before another segsion.. It was;
Jimpossible.to do so satisfactorily at the
-present. session. . 1t wonld ‘be taken up
:shortly. p s

+Mr. Smith - ., agreed to,,yt_tl}gggw\ ths_v
resolution-onithat nndeystanding;and ak
80.on.aecount  of the, fact that the Do::
minion :government  was making an ex-

.| periment -on ;similar, lines. :

:Mr, Bréwn opposed: the withdrawal of’

the resolution dt this stage, especially a8’
/the' pledge: 'of the Finance :Minister ;was
‘not'a ‘promise ‘of & compulsory arbitra-
tiontact; “Apromise had been:made; but’
ft ‘did ‘'nét -speecifieally promise such an
act. ‘He was preparing -a‘ bill along-these
lines, and “he'did nét want the matter
shelved. \

Mr. 'Smith—Give them a chance.

Mr, Brown—But we will have to wait
until next session., §

Mr. Curtis "also stamped the promise
of - the Finance Minister . gs’ insufficient
to warrant the withdrawal of the resolu-
tion. T
Mr. Hunter wanted to know what brief
the opposition had to instruct the govern-
ment upon the character of the bill, Let
the government draft it, and when it
was ‘submitted to the House it could be
amended by the House.

Mr. Green said the member for Cari-
boo had the right end of the argument.
The opposition were not willing to allow
the mover to-withdraw-his bill, and in-
sisted thdt they 'should be the arbiters
of fhe provisions of the bill.

The >Minister. of Mines thanked the
House for the way in which the:govern-
ment’s promise had been received. The
member for Westmirster, although for
many years a member of the House, had
not introduced any legislation along
these lines. ’

L.eave was granted to withdraw tha
motion,

.

License Bill,

On the third reading of t‘he Liquor Li-
cense Bill Mr, Eberts moved that the
word Mongolian be substituted for Chi-
nese -and Japanese in sub-sections 9 and
h of section 2. It might prevent the dis-
allowance of'the bill, X

Mr. McInnes said that the classifica-
tion Mongolian ineluded Fins and Lap-
landers, )

The member for New Westminster
suggested that every latitude be allowed
the Attorney-General to aveid disallow-
ance. The change was therefore order-
ed.

-Mr. Brown offered another amendment
to the bill, and moved that it be recom-
mitted, but this was voted down and the
bill was read a -third time and’ finally
passed.

The House then rose.

—-—.0,—..
Victoria, Aug. 10th.

Special interest was lent to the pro-
ceedings - this afternoon by the. an-
nouncement made by the Attorney-Gen-
eral that Mr. Justice Martin was to be
dispatch as’ a special commissioner to
dispose of disputes which have arisen
in regard to mining claims since the ac-
knowledgment of British- ownership of
the Porcupine district. His Honor will
be clothed with similar powers to those
exercised by Mr. Justice Irving as Atlin
commissioner,, and it is expected the re-
sult will be equally happy.

Prayers were read by Rev. E. S. Rowe,
after which a number of petitions, sub-
mitted yesterday by Mr. Helmcken; were
read and received. Petitions were also
read from th¢ Phoenix Board of Trade;
as presented yesterday, relating to the
Kettle River. railway.: ¥ s

Mayor Garden - introduced a.bill to
regulate’ immigration to “British Colum-
bia.

Mr. Oliver asked the Hon. the Attor-
ney-General the following question: How
‘many hotel licenses at $100: per year,
and how many hotel licenses at $200 a
year, were in force under the “Liquor
License Act,. 1899, on the 23rd day of
April,” 19007 : ?

Hon. Mr, Eberts replied as ' follows:
“Two hundrved and .forty-nine and one
hundred ‘and fifty-seven, respectiyely.”

Mr, McInnes asked: the government the
folowing questions: 1. Did the eontract
for the reconstruction-of the: Vietoria

railings? 2. Has permission been given
the contractor to substitute therefor a

If so, why, and at the instance of whom'?
The Hon, Mr. Wells -replied as fol-
lows: “1.: No, ‘2. No.” ;
The House went into comittee on.the
Land Registry  Bill, with Mr." Gilmour
in the chair.” "The hill was reported:com-
plete without amendment, reported and

adopted, !

consideration . of the Judgments Bill.' Pro-
gress. was reported. - S
The. Official Administrators’ Act was!

address be presented to His Honor the !

Court house provide for the putting in.
place of a marble stairway with iron

stone stairway with * wooden  riilings%’

Mr. B, 'C, Smith took the chair for the"

e

taken up with Myr, Munro in the chair,
It was reported with amendment:

The second reading of the Succession
Duties Bill was moved by the Attorney<
General. Under one of its provisions he
said a judge instead of the &heriff deter~
mined what property was subjected to
duties under the act.

Mr. Curtis pointed out the jump inm
duties on a trifling difference in value,
For instance, on $200,000 duty would
amount to $5,000, while on $201.000 it
would jump to $10;,050. This was an
advance of $5,050 in duties on $1,000
of property.

The Attorney-General said that one
provision repealed the clause which
limited succession duties to $25.000,
owred in the province. Now it could be
collected if that sum was owned in and
out of the province; or in the aggregate.

Mr, Neill said that there was a great
discrepancy between the rates: in this
country and in the Old Country,

The leader of the opposition thought
the old clause was superior to the amend«
ment,

‘The bill passed its second reading.

On the second reading of the Bennett-
Atlin Commission Bill the ‘Attorney-
General explained that the bill was to
facilitate the appointment of another
commission to inquire into the condition
there. Claims had been staked over and
over again until it was imposgible to tell
who ‘were the ‘owners. It might appear
that the commissioner had wide powers,
but he hoped "Atlin would soon have
courts of its'own so that fature commis-
.sions would be‘unnecessary. R

.The'leader of the oppésition complain-
ed that the bill wds rather drastic. Peo~
ple in "Atlin 'had conceived the notion that
it‘wasd proper to jump ¢élaims repeatedly.
Bif the'law "t.héi'e*'was"agno different to
what it was-in-other!parts” ot the ‘pro-
“vinde. ' The ‘questions - in’ dispute ‘how
were purely - questions’ of .ownership: It
was dangerous to give the .comimissioner
.such power.” It was not alleged that
“there”weére any” matters'temainimg over
‘from the ‘forfier commission” fwhich ' in-
“volved” ‘the 'boundary ' @ispute 'and’ lease
Fécord. ‘These had all’beén cleaned' up.
He did’t’ bhing ‘this''wéuld’ give’ the in-
yestor eonfidence in a -dountry ‘where he
might ‘be' required 6 edthe and ¥how his
fititle ‘before o judge! who had absolute
.power. ! Judges often: gave ridicalous de-
eigions, -but ordinarily ‘a - man ‘wasipro<
tected ' by the ordinary avenue of ‘law.
All"this-was removed in this ease,

The Attorney-General referred to the
new  territory which had eéome --under
British ‘rule in Porcupine. ‘The' Uiited
States and Canadian ®ommissionérs had
reached a modus vivendi on the boun-
dary of that district. - Many had staked
under: Alaskan law and:had stakedtheir
claims 200 feet in length. Mr..J3. D.
Grahame had been sent there and he re«
commended that the matters be: adjust-
ed by a special commission. Such an
arrangement existed in :Cariboo,  when
all. these disputes were adjusted.in a
similar way, The case was peculiar;from
the fact that Porcupine district had late~
ly come under British latwv. .Mr. Eberts
then read a letter from J. D. Grahame
describing his visit to the district and ene
closing his recommendations.

Mr. Eberts added that an officer had
béen sent into the Porecupine distriet,
and . steps ‘thus taken.to prevent the
muddle that took place in the case of
Atlin, ‘ 3

Mr. Clifford was not aware of the con-
ditions in Porcupine district. It was
most important that a judge should go
there to straighten out difficulties, He
;had believed the judge was going to At~
lin as the same difficulties existed there
as last year, excepting that then it .had
been over placer .claims, while this, year
it was over quartz claims. He referred
to the dispute over the Yellow Jacket
claim, which, had not these disputes
arisen, would have been operating a five-
,stamp mill. Mr, Clifford said that @&
judge would be fully occupied in the
Porcupine country without attending the
Atlin  district, .

Mr. Stables said that after the state-
ment of the Attorney-General he would
support the measure, Had it applied to
Atlin he would not have done so. Im
the latter country Mr. Justice Irving
had given genéral gatisfaction. This yedr
there were no difficulties that did not

exist in other districts. It would be
very unwise to give again a judge with
such extensive powers as Judge Irving
had. The miners %tudied the law, and
it was unfair that a judge should’ be
seat in who was obliged to sometimes
give a decision which conflicted . with
the law. He urged promptness in deal-
ing with the matter, and didn’t see why
a_judge shouldn’t have been sent in be<
fore.

In reply to this the Attorney-Generat
said ‘he had to alter the Jurors’ Aet so
that,a jury could be empannelled in At-
lin. Assizes would now be held there
cn August 29th. :

Mr, . Clifford—Do I understand the
junior member  for Cassiar to. say he
dbe;s,n’t favor a judge being sent to Ate
Jin? i

Mr. Stables—Certainly; but not with
special powers,

Mr. McInnes—Is a judge appointed?

The Attorney-General—Mr. Justice
Martin.

The Minister of Mines endorsed the
remarks of the Cassiar members in re-
gard to the satisfaction ‘which had.beent
given: by Judge Irving. Neither of the
Cassiar members * had represented the
need of two judges—one for Atlin and
one for Porcupine. If these were neces-
sary the government would be ready to
meet the request.

The bill was read a second time.

His Honor here entered the House to
assent to the Liquor License Act, the
act relating to the Liability of Trustees
and the Westminster, Relief Bill, Hav-
ing done so he withdrew,

The "Mechanics’ Lien Bill was then
taken up, with' Mr. Oliver in the chair,
and the member for New 'Westminster
was subjected’ to further chaffing by the
’_Attorney-Gé‘neral on his ‘Change of opin-
ion on’thi§ matter, Mr, Brown, however,
explaining *his ‘position satisfactorily.

"Progress ‘was reported. - :

A request was handed to Mr. Speaker
before adjourning, asking that the mem-
bers ‘be’ photographed. A -division had
to ~be ‘taken'as:to -whether :the ;group
should beisecured outside or inside: Mr.
Green' explained:that Mr. Kidd’s anxiety
to have:the photo taken outside was due
to & desire to bring his bicycle ‘along,
(Laughter.)

Mr. Kidd repudiated the suggestion,
‘sayingithat he had mot yet purchased a
bieycle.

«It.was decided to have the photagraph
taken on Tuesday at 11,50 and the. Mouse
Tose. " 1 £y 4
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