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Boon after bit election to the presidency of Yale
College, Dr. Timothy Dwight began a seriee of trar-
els that extended over a number of years, in the
course of which he visited all the principal regions
of New England and New York; and his notes,
written at the time for the interest of his family,
were afterwards published. He says of the New
Englanders, as a whole, that they had established
parochial schools at such near distances as to give
every child, except in very recent settlements, an
ample opportunity of acquiring the common branches.
He claims for New England greater educational ad-
vantages than can be accordri to any other country
of the same wealth and population in the world. In
his review of Connecticut, he confesses the absence
of statistics, but from such data as he has at hand,
^t «;8ti:jates that there were in the State more than
fourteen hundred schools, with an attendance of more
than forty thousand pupils. Children who lived near
enough to the schoolhouse were generally sent to
school at three years of age, but sometimes at two
years; from eight to ten years of age many of them
were employed, in the warm season, in the business
of the family; while girls often left school at twelve,
and most commonly at fourteen years of age. He
says there was scarcely a child in the State who was
not taught reading, writing, and arithmetic; poverty
had no effect to exclude any one from this degree of
education. Every school society appointed suitable
overseers or visitors of the schools within its limits.

These overseers examined the instructors, displacing
such as might be found deficient, or would not con-


