
( 3 )

Abstract. Remark.

One of the Tons witliin the Limits jedions for a moment, and al-

beforc mc tioncd in Newfcimdhmd

,

lowing thatthe balance amount- •

fliall procce.l again to the laid ing to 7 A 10 f. 6d. i? an objcfl

Banks, and return to the faid Ifland
^^ ^j^^ merchnnts, yet the diffi-

with another Cargo of Fifh, Ihall
^^j ^^ deciding to whom the

be intitlcd to Forty Pounds each.
^J^^^^^ ^^^

,^^^B
^^^^^^^^ ^^^^

conrideration ; and this difficulty, wliich is tar from being chi-

merical, did not perhaps occur at the time of paifmg the Bill,

though it would certainly have appeared and created innumerable

diflcntions among the fifliermen, if the bounties had held out

to them fufTicient encouragement. The trouble and ceremony,

required in colk-aing them, has alfo contributed to render the

daufe ufelefs. The Ad only admits the firft twenty- five veliels

to claim the Forty Pounds: and fuppofnig this fum to be a naatter

of temptation, we may reafonably conclude, that a fpirit of

emulation would prevail among the mafters and crews of veffels

;

and that,, eager to ferve their eirployers, they would endeavour

to get their cargoes, and arrive within the time prcfcribed. Let

us then imagine, that forty veflels have caught the quantity of

*i{h required (and this conjeanre is far from being ftrained,

when it is recolkcled that the idand till lately Ind between

3 and 400 fail of veflels employed annually on the Ba!ik.) ;
and

that they have arrived at their refpeaive ports in the night,

and at the fame time ; how is their right to the bounty to be

decided ? In the great zeal of thcfe people to claim it, and

apprehenfive of lofing it after all their labour and difpatch, it is

very polfible '"hat they may antedate their arrival. It is feldom

that his Majefty's (hips are in any of the out-ports ;
nor are there

officers appointed at all of them ; and tnoie that are appointed

are themfelves concerned in the hlhery, or at lea^l are lo con-

neded with it, as to have an intcrell in deciding partially, .vhere

a mater of doubt ariles. The enraged mafter and his crew per-

haps repair to a magillratc, and make an affidavit of the time

of their arrival, and of landing the filh ; and lierc is a door

opened to perjury, with an invitation almoin too ilrong tor vulgar

minds to refill. . .
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