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necessary power to enable them to consider

it. •

o Mr. Laurier—They say they are prepared

to renew the proposals they made before, iu

the letter of the 27th November, which is

kept back.
Mr. TuppER—I am referring to the official

reply.

Mr. Lacribr—That is in the official reply.

Mr. Topper—I am not referring to the cor-

respondence which preceded it.

Mr. Lauriek—That it; in the official reply.

Mr. TOPPKR—This is the official reply :

" While contiauing their proposal "

Some hon. members—Hear, hear.

Mr. Tdppbr—My hon. friends seemed to be

ignorant of that when they were discussing

'..ne matter, and now they want to have add-

ed to that the contents of a proposal of a cer-

tain date. Surely they arc not so barren of

argument, surely they are not so weak in

their contention, as to add to the letter of Mr.

Bayard, and to force the people of Canada to

suppose that we have refused to consider a

proposal which is not before the people, and
is not in writing. What does the hon. gentle-

man mean by eaying that this refers to a

proposal made before thut date ?

Mr. LAtjRiBR—Ho says distinctly that the

American proposal was made on the '27th

November, and that the proposal of the Brit-

ish plenipotentiaries was made on the 4th

December, and tlien that there was a reply

on the 7th December, and thai is kept back.

Mr. Tuppeh.—Then the hon. gentleman
wishes the people to imagine that that pro-

posal was what lie thinks it was. Is it not

u little liasty on tlieir j)art to ask the house

to vote want of confidence in the Govern-
ment beiause they imagine—and wo know
that they have imagined very curious things

—that a ('(Mtain projjosal was made 1 What
form of denial does the hon. gentleman
wantV Does lie charge tiiis (lovernment
now with Huppressing a document rehiting

to trade ? Does he cliarge this Oovernnient
now with doing a dishonoraliie, a foul, a

cowatdly act ? Does lie seek to bring his

party to vote on a charge like tliatY 1 ask

the hon. gentleman does he make that iu-

sinuation V

Mr. Lauhikr—I made no insinuation of

any kind. The papers have not been hiid

before us. But 1 say the hon. gentleman
has no riglit to say that th(*y made such an
oflfor of unroHtriettid trade, when it is jjioven

that the Americau |>'vuiprrte!itiariefr niHu"-

an offer v hich was refused by the Canadian
commissioners.

Mr. Thompson—The hon. gentleman
has been told time and again that

the whole question in relation to

trade was now on the table of the house,

and the paper which the hon. member for

Pictou has just read is to this effect : while

renewing our proposals of such a date we
decline to consider any trade negotiations

relating to the tisheries.

Mr. Laurier—Surely the hon. gentleman
does not mean to say that we have the pro-

posals of the American commissioners? Wa
have the proposals of the British rommis-
sioners and uothing more.

Mr. Thompson—I mean to say that the

hon. gentleman was told time and again

that Sir Charles Tupper had asked the con-

sent of the American plenipotentiaries and
of Sir Lionel West, to lay on the table of the

house everything relating to proposals look-

ing for trade relations between the two coun-

tries, and he has done so ;
and it is disin-

genuous then to contend that the proposal

that is referred to here, but which is not be-

fore the house, has any relation to trade at

all.

Mr. Tupper—I am glad I brought this

subject up. I am glad now to know upon
what material the hon. gentleman is acting

when he makes this sudden change of base

upon an entire supposition that has no foun-

dation in fact. If he does not take the

statement made by the Canadian represen-

tative, perhaps he may be able to believe

Mr. Angell, on of the American commission-

ers, wlio makes a statement in entire accord-

ance witli tlu; stutement just made, that that

propositien was refused absolutely. If my
lion, friend had allowed me to continue, I

think I could have satisliod iiim that no

luaMer what tlieory might exist in loference

to tliat proposal tliere was nothing in it of

I be nature tbe hon. gentleman imagines.

The reasons that would prevent Mr I lyard

or any represt-ntative of tke American Exe-

cutive f:om making such a proposal ab is

contemplated. Now, what a;e the words :—

" While contluuluK lliel

lore Hubmltfod—on the ;<Oti

proposal liorot4>-

ulllnio,—and fully

Kharlnu tiie ilesiroDf Her Hrltauule MiiJOBiy'H

plenlpotentlarU'H to remove- all causeH ofdllTcr-

enee ill connection with the llHlierloN :
the

AMerloan plonlpotontlarleH are eonMtialntHl,

arierearofiu ooiiHldernllon, to deellneto ask
Irom the IVosldeiit auttiorliy r -(luislle to ejni-

slder the proposal eoiiveyod to them on the -tra

Inst, as a means to the desired end. because

theirreat^T .'ro(Hlom ot commercial IntercourHa

ioploposud wouiv! iu--:rS3itat^r an mljisatmeut

t^SMsi


