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WHAT CAX UK SAID FoR Till'; MOHRS r

1 Invo tnt-'l I'l fin'l tl\<- \(/r^ l>i-st thmvs s.ml uiuut ilu-iii Wy tlu-ir

<jAii ItRiicK I takr liisl lluir Niw York iliaini)ioii, Mr <',i ). \\'. \'an

Sicku, whn has licni \(r\- mucli in (.•\nU-iue m iho I'rc-s.

Ik- -a\-- that the liocrs >li(l not a>j;re<.- 1 y the CoiivciUioiis ui iS.si

and 1^X4 I" admit lorci^^ncrs to iim polithal lii^hh. I wonder vvlutbei

he fxpt-cts thu tree American people to consider that a ^'ood rea--on \vh\

a riovernment lalHiiK' itself a Repnlilie shonhl deny to wortliv toreij^ners

reasonable ujiportunitie-' lor otitainin^r citi/enshij). He s.i\s that foreign

ers ha\c 110 \(iice in the alTairs (jT the Tnitud States; hut lie omits to say

that those who so desire may cease to he forei'^ner-- upm ver\ easy te. ins,

and that they have loiii; been eiicoura^jetl so to do.

.\sto:indiiiSi as it may --eeni, the above epitomize^ ill tli.il Mr. \'an

.Siclen i.s able to adv. nice 111 pistification o' the Hoers. He indulges in a

Kreat deal of abuse oi I'.nsjland, l)nt he advances nothinj^ to show that the

Transvaal j^ave the ritlinders e(iiiitalile law>. impartially administered,

and those rivjlits uhich free men will .ihv.iv-- deman<l, wherever they

nia\ l)e.

Mr. Jaiiie> liryee, who ironi lii-- present altitude mii^ht In assumed

to lind much ;;o(>d in the Hoers and tiiei Ciovernment. wrote of them

thus more than two se.irs since:

"Se\ered from luirope and its inllnence two hundred

"\ears a^o, tliey have in some of the elements (jf modern

"civili/atiim ^oiie back rather than forward. ''
'" *

"They are -tran-jjeh ignorant and backward in all their

"ideas. They li.ive no literature and very few newspapers.

"> '' They dislike and despise the Kaffir^,

"whom they have regarded as Israel may have regarded the

"Amalekites, andwliom thev have treated with L(iual .sever

"itv.
' They know little or nothing of

"the modern world or of international politics. + * *

"They have a double measure of wariness ami wiliness in

"their intercourse with strangers because their habitual sus-

"picion makes them seek in craft the defense for their igno-

"r.ince of affairs.

"Hoth legislation and administration have been car-

"ried on in a rough-and-ready fashion, sometimes in viola-

"latum of the strict letter of .ue law, and the provision of

"the Grondvvet (Constitution!, that no law should be

"enacted without being submitted for a period of three

"months to the peoi)le, has been practically ignored. * *

"As late as 1S81, an immigrant could accpiire the right of

"ekctoral franchise alter two vears. In 18S2 this period


