
»:n

r^ 0mm . ,M.m^H^-'

1
•>

r<

'

H I

!

I

II'

filiiieut of all, "sent forth His son, made of a woman, inu(k* under

the law, to lodeeMi them that were under the law, that we lul-ht

roceive'the adoption of sons;"* of which gracious purposes, the

heralds, under the New Testament, were the angelic choir, hymn-

ing among the stars of IJeaven that joyful song, "Glory to God in

the highest, and on earth peace; good-will towards men ;"t and

the Elijah-like Baptist, exclaiming in the rapture of inspiration,
^

while his heart was glowing with love and gratitude to the Lord

for His mercy, " Behold, the,Lamb of God that taketh away the

sin of the world." J <^ '!-'j4:*»* f ^1 V i^
.

We here arrive at the great point. ' All men were " aliens

from the commonwealth of L^rael ;"^ " strangers from the cove-

nants of promise ;",! " enemies in their mind by wicked

works :"^ all men must have remained so ;
but "God was in

CinusT, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their

trespasses unto them."'^

These " good tidings of great joy,"t promised from the be-

ginning by tlio direct assurances of the Almighty himself; foretold

by the1['vophets He from time to time raised up, and tilled with

liis spirit, to publish peace; announced by the Hesvonly Minis-

ters of ir.s high i)chest3 ; confiruied by His Evangelists, and

illuminated by Uis Apostles ;-" these good tidings of great joy"

Mh.s authorised and sanctioned, we, who are " Ambassadors tor

Christ":!: now deliver unto you. Wo tell you, we tell every

sinner of a Saviour, with whom is abundant mercy,-" with

whom' is plenteous redemption ;"§ and. as "stewards of the

manifold grace of GoD,"il we proffer to all freely of that grace

xvhich He hath, with the utmost condescension, pledged Hunself

to "ive and which He will give to every soul that seeketh it

aright,'" in l\uth, nothing wavering,"'^ and upon the morits of

His crucified son, Jesus Christ !
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