
ihfJIth'Ul nn>i(nii'« carnal Pi'j'ninpiits, no less disrurbPil \he hjipocrilf ; «|in, in the

ijleiimiil.; .»( s|)|iiiii,il |)iiite. itiiiiik»-tl (J id that li« n ul mti ui.i'lf m n .is »i it-r men, .»r

even as the tiiiiiihlf |)iil)lirH;i, whd, willi ti cDiiliite and hiukeii heuri, was Inyiiij; 4

ConlPinioii ol Ills sins iielure an nOVndpd Deity.

Tho ciuixp or ilif l*iiaris»'t's' tiiibelu*r, and ilu'ir Mrenunns (jppusinon lo rhp G ispel to-

Mft«. Iiad runi nndniihUMllv in onr bIcssHd Savinur's dpteciinn oC ihrir h\ pncnsy, iind

Ins |)nbli(ly exposing ilie (mil principles and prarticos which ihey covered with rhe

most lurniil aireciaiion of siricl holmes*. Tliev eonld not hear the lii^lil, which, nut

content with playiiiii nil (he oiiiside o( ilieii whited se|)iilel)res, peneiiaced into iheir

frinl charnels. and shoivfd .o tlie public uaze the dusi «nd toiteiiPss wliicti their ihowy

exterior ccniceaied. Tiey conld iiotendiiii thn fii«^ndlv zual of the Divnia IMiysieian,

»vlien he rent Imni iliPir wounds the haNuns with wluc.li ihev soothed, and the rich

lissiiet under whicli ihey cooce.iled Iheni, and oxhilnle I (esiering ninJ filthy cancers

which could he cured only by ih« probe, tlie knife, and thp cauiery. Hence they

wer«. fi«in the hefiionin^i of our W.iyioui's uiinisiry until its dreadfnl ooiisuniniaiino,

(in wlncli ihev had a paiiicniHi share,) the con^iani enuMiie<i of the doctnne and of the

person of I h*' blessedjesiis. Under nis keen and searrliioii eye, the pietensioiis which

they had so lonu made in order to he esieenied of men, »vere. e\p.)sed wiihont discfnise ;

Iheir enlaiged tiirmenl* and extended phylacteries, llieir lengthened pravers, their

foimal ceremonial, and tithes of mint anil ani-e, were denomiced as of no .>v.iil

wnhont the wemntier inaitero of the law—josiiie, niercv, and .'.iiili. Feelmtj thug

Iheir own sanciinionioiis pioh-sbions held op to coii;eini)t. and their preieiKsiotn to

public veneration it once exposed and fjesiroved. ilie Pliarisees becanie the active and

violent O|)posers of llio.se doctrines to which 'he Saddncees, wuhsnilen apathy, seenifd

to have refused a hearmsj. It was the Pharisees who inaliniied the life of oir bless (1

Lord; who essayed to perplex the wisdom of Ommporence by vain and CH()tioiis iii-

tinog itories ; and wlm, unable to (/f?iJ/ those miracles bv whicii the mission of (Jhiist

was authenticated and proved, blaspheiiioiisly unpiited then> to the atceocy of (lfB;ji'>ns.

But, ill particular, tlieir oijjeciions were toinided upon argomeiits tlie most

powerlnlof <uiy with the pride and national piejinliees of the Jews, when they

objected that Jesus of N zneth had it in contemplation to innovate upon and

destroy the Levitical L..w. that aneient and solemn system of iiis'itntions com-

liii"ed to the children of Israel by Omnipotent wisdow ;
tlie demolition of which

must havfi had the natural conseqiience of bleiidiii!^ tojjjcther Jews and G-nliles, a. id

stripping the foroiftr of all those distiimnished privdeilij;es which were asii-roed to

them as the children of the promise. Such argmupms, we iniy easily conceive,

were moie likelv than any other to ol)strnci the progress of the Chrisiiaii reliijion.

" Wilt) IS this," the scoffers niiiiht have said, " who is wiser than .Moses, and more

holy ihaii Aaron ? W»oisthis, who presu nes to lo'vei and defa.-e the jiloiy of the

sanctuary, and to annul Uiose insiiiuti ins, to ilic observauce of winch such splendid

ptomises, to the neo-lect of whicli such direiul nuiiisbmenis are annexed in tlie

Mosaic statutes?" Cursed be he that coiifirmeth not all the words of this law to do

ihmt,: such aie the recorded words of the Almiiihiv—" Ani who is he," uiav these

blinded Israelites have deni mded, " who orrtends 'o relax or iiinovaie upon a»^ystein

so fearfully sanctioned ?" The text which we have before us must be considered as

the answer of Jesus to these .nisrepre.sentatious

—

Think not tkd I im cometo destroij

the law and the prophets ; I am not come to df-strtij, but tofalJiL Ai d this declara-

tion will be found equally tiiie, whether we examine it with reference to the doctrines

preached ard enforced by our Saviour, or to that fulfilment of the liw and th©

pro|ihets which arose froiu'his life, his snffc.jugs, and his d^ath for our redi^mplion.

Consideri'ifi; the text in the,^r.s< poioi oi vie*, the principil topics iiiiisted upon

in the Sermon on the Mount, show that Jesus, the divine commentator npori a divine

work, preached to his disciples, and to the J. hs in Reneral, the fulfilment of the Law,

V .showing ihein in what the spirit and efficacy of the Mosaic institutions actually

consisted.

Although there be no question that tho Almiabty, through all ages, had bcp.n

pleased to enliabu n the evis ofrnmy individuals aoiong his chosen people, to see

and know the seotet iiuruoses of his dtspensuiion, yei ii is ccruiu that iha great ma-
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