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there were a Governor and a Lieutenant-Governor, a Major,

3 Captains, and Subaltern Officers, 3 Companies of Soldi-

ers, Gunner, i Bombardier, 3 Serjeants, lo Mafons, and
other Artihccrs, 500 fighting Men, befides 300 Indians and
Canadians-^ but the Engfijb have nothing Ukc it.

The French came hither no more afccr this Defcent at St,

'John^-Town^ and they have now no Settlements in th^ Idand,

but they have Cape Breton- Ijle, and all the Coaftsof this and
the other adjacent Illes, tor the ufe of their Fifliery, to dry

their Firties on Stages.

TheCejJlonef The Ceffion of the French Part of Newfoundland to the

riacencia, Er.glijh was, as in the Queen's Speech to the Parliament
&

an

'^

'

k

anim- Article of the Utrecht Peace. Her Majesty's Words, The

the Enf>;liih-rrencn conjent to deliver up JSeiujoundland and rlacentia-^ but
Minlfieru the Secret Committee ohkrvQ^ it muft he remember d that in the

Preliminaries, yJ^wV in Sept. the French had refer v'd to them-

Jelves a Liberty of taking and drying Fijh in Newfoundland.
A grofs Impofition this on the Englifh Nation What ufe

can the French have for Newfoundland^ but to take and dry

their Firta } Canada^ the greaceft Colony they have any where,

is within half a Day's Sail oi Neiufoundland^ Cape Breton-IJle

almoft joining to it, and the Coaft of Newfoundland^ chiefly

for their Purpofe to interrupt or interfere with our Filhery.

They do not want Placentia, being fo ftrong as they are on
the adjacent Continent, and it is a (mall Strength or Conve-
nience to the Englijh^ who have fo near them the main
Strength of the French in America. Fifhing Harbours we had
enough before, and do ftill make ufe of them, and thofe Har-
bours were fecure enough in time ofPeace. They have not,

by the Utrecht Peace, got one Coaft nor one Stage from the

French Fifhing, but have abfolutely given up our Right to the

rnoll commodious Place for us to fifli at in all that Part of
the World ; a Place that almoft joins to New-Scotland^ which
is contiguous with Nsw-England-^ a Place that intercepts the

Communication between Newfoundland and the neighbour-
ing Colonies, and covers the French Colonies and Fiflieries,

jfever theire fiiould be occafion to attack them. Upon the

,„ whole, let the Value of that Ceftion, Cape Breton-Ifle, aban-

f^on'd by us to the French^ and that of taking and drying Filh
;in Newfoundland, which in fliort is the Newfoundland Trade,
be fairly weigh'd againft the Advantages of our having Pla-
centia^ it will prefently be feen that the latter is a Feather
in the Scale againft Gold; and let it be caft up how much
the garrifoning and governing that Place, and its Appurte-
nances, have coft the isKg-Z^yi) m 30 Years, without a Penny-
worth of real Service in all that Time, or ever like to be, in
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