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Moii/itiii/is (itifl Monntaiuetriii'/ in f/u J't/r ff'rsf, Wo

Mountains and INIolntainkkuino i\ tiik Far Wkst—
rontinitnl. IJy K. T. CoLK.MAN.

MOrXT ST. KLIAS was first discovered on July 20,

1741 (old stylo), hy Hcritiji; ami his associates, who
iiaiiicd it after St. Klias, the patron saint ol' the day. * It is

))roi)al)Ie that they saw, abctiit the same time, all the other

hii!;h jx'aks of the adjacent rej^ion, thonj^h the fact is not men-
tioned in the imperfect records existin<]j of the expedition. On
I\Iay .'i, 177H, Captain .lames Cook, in search of a north-cast

passa^'e, saw a beautiful i)eak which he namecl Mount Fair-

weather.'*

From the plates <fiven in Vancouver's ' Voyajics,' Sir Edward
Belcher's' Voyajie of the .S'// //</////•,' and an illustration in the

ahove-mentioned report, St. Klias woidd appear to he the

LM-andest, as well as the loftie.-t, mountain on the coast.

\'ancouver speaks of a 'still comiected chain of lofty moun-
tains, whose sununits are hut the hase from whence Mount
St. Flias towers, majestically conspicuous in rej^ions of eternal

frost.' Sir Fdward IJelcher says: ' Fach ran<re is in itself an
oliject worthy of the pencil, hut with the stupendous, proud
St. Flias toweriiifi above all, they dwindled into more hillocks,

or into a most splendid base on which to place his saintship,'

Mr. Dall before (pioted says, ' j»re-eminent in jfrandeur is the

southern face of the moinitain.'

The latitude and hoifijht of St. ICIias and the other ])rincipal

mountains in Alaska, as ;j;iven in the list, were determined by
a series of very careful observations nuide with the sextant,

vertical circle, and theodolite, by the United States Coast
Survey, under the direction oi' Mr. W. II. Dall and assistants.

It is ' the latest and most precise contribution to our knowledge
of the subject.'

The conclusion arrived at in the above-quoted Heport is as

follows:—'These Al|>sarc, like the hi;.fh Sierra of California,

inaiidy com|»osed of crystalline rock, and in their topography,
their small, pustular, basaltic vents, their associated marbles,

quartzites, and later conj,domerates, exhibit a close piirallel to

the Sierras; tl; ' paralh'lism in structure and composition im-
plies parallelism in a<i.'e and method of formation ; and finally,

that the volcanic orifrin of the high peaks is opposed not only
by analogy, but by the known facts. A glance at the acconi-

* Ht'iiort tin Mount St. lilias, from tlio ' U. S. Coast Smvey Heport
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