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*re, on the one hand, not directly req>onaibIe
for good harvests or bad, on the other, they
are not 'flies on the wheel' The powers con-
nded to them are great for good or iU. Theymay hasten or retard material progress, and
guide, if they cannot create, the current of
national des^iiny. It is impossible to imagine
what different course the Dominion would
have taken had there been no Macdonald and
no Laurier at the heUn.

In Sir Wilfrid Laurier's career four guiding
principles, four goals of endeavour, have been
steadily kept in view—individual liberty, col-
lective prosperity, racial and reUgious har-
mony, and growth to nationhood. The endm view was not ahvays reached. The path
followed was not as iTiler-straight as the
philosopher or the critic would have pre-
scribed. The leader of a party of many shades
of opinion, the ruler of a country of widely
different interests and prejudices and tra-
ditions, must often do not what is ideally
best but what is the most practicable ap-
proach to the ideaL Yet with rare consist-
ency and steadfast courage these ends were
held in view. Ever an opportunist as to
means, Wilfrid Laurier has never been an
opportunist as to ends.


