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between us, or I

for they contiime<! to bring down erety per-

son that would testify, as directed by Lauder

t Co., urtU too late to bring in their report.

When I was called up )n to tettify, they

would allow me to say nothing only answer

such questions as they put to me ; and they

were careful not to ask any quebtions that

gave me a chance to explain how I came to

see the Hon. A. McKellar, or aj to the con-

versution that took place

could have nut th?t all righ'.

When I arrived in the County of Grey I

took a person with me by the name of Mo-
AuLBT ; went down iato Mtlancthon, took

in another person by the name of Palmer
;

they were wita me that eve; ing, and went

to the meeting held by Mr. Nixon in the

interest of Mr. Dickey ; they heard all I saiJ

there, so did Mr. Nxon ; after he and Dodds
KOt through they (Palmer and Mculey),
returned to Maj's where we got tea and

stopped all right, I paying the bill the next

morning, Tne day before the election Mr.

McAuley and i started through Proton ;
went

to a school house where we met a tew elec-

tors, and from there to Cedarville ;
and from

the time 1 arrived in the County of Grey
until I left, there were from one to quite a

number with me and heard all I said. Kow,
I do affirm I never did say or promise

anything they (the Tories) allege my having

promised or said, and furrnersay, it there was
any outrage committed in Grey that Lauder,

Cameron & Co., committed it. 1 did not

eay anything to give the least offence or

kick up a row aa wa<^ stated by McArdle,
\« bo was returning officer at Eonaldsay, in

Proton. He left his polling place, cime out

into the rotid, made a apeech of some
length ; told the people to drive me away,
which did create quite an excitement. He
was very much a.<juoyed because 1 told the

people to elect Dickey, an 1 was sure the

present Government ha:1 no confidence in

Lauder, and was doubtful wheth' r the late

Gavernraent ever had, as they bought him.
Mr. McArdle loUowed me the day before

down to Cedarville, and there did all he
oould to get up a fig'it or a row of some
description. Now, I never did m^ntien the
Hon. K. Blake's name unless it. connection
with the Reform Governmoat ; nor did I

mention any other perssou onnected with
the Government in aray way, only the Hon.
A. McKellar, as saying the present Govern-
ment Intended to carry out what they advo.
cated while in the Opposition, and while
in Grey he (McKellar) was sorry to see that

the people there were worse off than he
anticipated—which I thought very much in

their favor, as he bad been observing enough
to see their condition.

Now, in the foregoing paras^raph, I have
only set forth such tictM &i I c«q piove, and

1 ask yon onghl I, after thirty.fonr years of
h^rd fighting—spend^nir time and money
o. ten when 1 could ill aff.nd it—settle down
Bid become tame and quiet under such a
reiolution as that passed by the House, 03
the motion of Mr. Mowat. My friends (or
supposed frfends) allowing my (or our) ena-
mies to take up the whole time ot a session
to injure and traduce me, and through me to
injure the party with whom I have contend-
ed so long—denying me what was granted to
others—allowing tnem time and some $800
trying to correct some one, and I, after ail

this to be made a tool or a scapegoat of ; and
when I ask for an explanation, the answer is,

the Hon. Mr. Mowat did not understand the
circumbtances. How far does that go to ex*
honerate me from that acandaloas lolot cast
upon mo by that resolution ?

Now, I am not going to turn Tory-Conser-
vative nor Liberal-Conaervative on account
of the calumnies in newspapers, and personal
bickeringljand falsehoods I need not enume-
rate, brought against me by tha Lauder
party, but I assure you that every word from
an eaemy in this matter ia a wound to me,
and a slight from a friend is like a dagger.

I do think I owe to myself and family
a duty, and if no other course is taken by my
friends, only what has been done, I shall feel

it my duty, and that before long, to clear

myself of a pait, at all events, ot the stigmti

brought upon me by a faw people of Grey,
and also by some Reform members of Parlla-

ment, by giving publicity to all the facts of

the case by letters and affidavits which I

have Aow in my possession, or may still re.

ceire. I send this to you iegarding you as
a friend, among many others, before resolv-

ing on a course which I think of vital im-
portance to me. I have patiently waited,

stood all the abuse of a purchased fanatic

Tory press, and all thai Mr. Lauder and
his minions could bring to bear, but the most
cutting of all is the resolution passed through
the House by my own friends to relieve the
Government.

I am, &c., >;»

J. W. Lewis.

BoTHWKLL, February 24tb, 1873.

Mt Diab Lewis : I wanted to have seen
you when I was last down, but could not on
ace unt of having so much to do on in bo
short time. I have been watching the pro-
ceedings cf the so-called Proton outrage, and
from ail the evidence before the committee,

I saw nothing that was trustworthy in the
eridecce t j criminate you. Our own party

have done more to hurt you than the Tories

could possibly do. Mowat's speech at the
election in reference to the affair was un-
called for ; >-nd he (McKellar) to sit there

and listen te ihat speech withooi uttering


