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they CM carry with t|tem Uill leas mw. wheiithe re-

sist ofboth tboM wara, buteapeeiallyofthe latter, has

praved that our strentth consists in our resources,

in our material for realy preparatio*, and in the in-

domitable spirit of our people, rather than in any
extended previous preparation. To argue thjat we
hottld adopt no measares which, by any possibility,

will lead to war, until we are an an c(^uility in point

of preparation with the power which it mav be sup-

posed we will offend, is to argue against all war, n3

well as against the advocacy ofany meas>r. ^ which,

however remotely, may operate to produce hostili-

ties. For the sense of our people, the spirit of our

institutions is opposed to large standing armies, to

expensive navies, and to extensive fortifications, so

that our preparations are always mada after war is

deelared, or considered inevitable.

Other gentlemen tell us that the certain effect ofa

war for Oiegon will be to lose the whole of it

for a while, at least, and that its probable effect will

be to lose it to us altogether. Bat, sir, I cannot

bring myself to believe that we shall lose it

even for a time. I cannot but believe that we
shall be able to send men enough into that country

to expel any torce which Great Britain can send

there, and supply with the necessaries of life and the

munitions of war, for any considerable time. And
as to her Indian allies, very little is to be dreaded

from them, except in their attacks upon defenceless

women and children. Oreat Britam managed in

both our wars to get them upon her side, but we
w^re an overmatch for both of them, and that, too,

when the Indians were much more numerous and
powerful than they are ai this time, and when we
were far leas so, and when the Indians were far

more formidable than the half-brute creatures which
bear that name on the west of the Rocky mountains.

Indeed, I am inclined to the opinion that the Inilians

have but served to fetter and clog the operations of
their civilized allies. This is emphatically so, in all

their pitched and regular battles. In all such engage-
ments, the British would have done better without

them. I repeat it, therefore, sir, that I cannot but

believe that we can employ a force in Oregon that

will enable us to retain possession of it against any
force which can be sent there. I have great confi-

dence in the enterprise and prowess of our western
citizens whose invaluable services as hardy pioneers,

both in possessing themselves of the country, and in

the rapid population of it, was so graphically de-

scribed by the honorable member from Indiana,

[Mr. Kennbdt,] and whom he so faithfully repre-

sents on this floor. I never can believe that they will

allow the cross of St. George to float in triumph
over any portion of that territory. But if misfor-

tune should lose us the country in the beginning,

there uever can be any possible chance of our losing

it altogether. If Great Britain should expel out
people from the territory, we can take po.sseasion of
Canada, and New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia; and
when we become tired of fighting each other, she
will give us Oregon, and we will probably surrender

these countries to her. But, if we should unfortu-

nately lose it altogether, we shall have the gratifi-

cation of remembering that it was lost by the for-

tmes of war, rather than by ignoble surrender—that

we were at least true to the motto which wie have
adopted in the management of our foreign relations,

"to ask nothing but what is right, and to submit,
with impunity, to nothing that is wrong"—and that

we have not been altogetner false to our reiterated

aaaertion that our title to the whole of Oregon WM
clear and indisputable.

Othir gentlemen have deieanled mo«t beautifully

upon the proaperity tf< our coitntry; ita wealth, ita

commerce, and the achievements of its arts and in-

dustry; and we are bid to look upon them all at the

trophies of peace, That peace is th* immediate

cause of all this, I am ready to admit. But there is

a class of causes, called remote causes, and they are

frequently entitled to more weight, when results are

to be considered, than those causes which are seem-
ingly more direct and manifest. And among the re-

mote causes, which have enabled us to attain our
present position, in all that aggrandizes a people, the

two wars through which we have passed^ are cei^

tainly entitled to no little weight and consideration.

The first war brought out our independence, and
gave K3 existence ^ a free confederacy of States.

And the second gave our people a name for valor

and unconquerable determination, and for jealousy

of our rights, which challenges' respect (or ua in

every sea and in every port. This respect, sir, is the

chief element and support of extended commer-
cial prosperity. Let us forfeit that by any
surrender of our just and proper rights, and
these monuments of our erttcrprise and adven-

ture, to which Vfc now refer with so much, and
with such just pride, will be humbled and levelled

in the dust. And, I would ask, if Great Britain

stakes nothing in this conflict ? Where are her

wealth, her pro8|)erity, her commerce, and the

achievements of her arts and her industry.' Where
are the thousands and tens of thousands of her peo-

ple, who are now employed in manufactories, but

who, if the supply of cotton shall be cut off* by war,

will be thrown out of employment, anc* reduced to

beggary and starvation.' Where are the mutier-

ings of the gathering storm, which pre con-

stantly heard amongst her enslaved and starving

populace, and in the very heart of her kingdom ?

Where is Ireland, with her convulsive throes for

the very birthright of freemen—direct representa-

tion? Where is the wild, the brave Afighan,

who, in the rude mountains of his native land, is

beating back with fury and destruction the wave of

Biitish power, as at each returning wave it seeks

to overrun his own, his native land? Where are

her numerous colonies and settlements, scattered

throughout the habitable globe, bound to her only by
fear, and who are seeking the first favorable oppor-

tunity to throw off* the yoke of her exactions and
oppressions? Where are all those nations of the

world, who, according lo the honorable gentleman

from Virginia, [Mr. Hitnter,] are standing by,

panting for her overthrow, and ready to gather up
the spoils of her dissolution? Is it true that we
have everything to discourage, and she everything

to prompt and urge her to the conflict ? If the sym-
pathy of mankind be the platform on which we are

first to place ourselves in order to ensure success,

where,! would ask, amid the realities of the pic-

iiire I have drawn, she is to obtain even a foothold?

There is yet another and a distinct class iji this

House—for on this question there are several

classes, as well as shades of opinion—I say there

is a class who are opposed to this notice, because

they are of opinion that the President and Senate

have that authority, as the treaty-making power,

and they are opposed to what they consider unneces-

sary and unauthorized legiilation. It is true that

the President and Senate have the power to make
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