
T

HMI! AX. 49

FlU
10% m ^

!JA.^i^:r^^-ix21=._ -
.;;/. (,',1'

.'':"

INTKKCOI.OMAI, HMI.WAY STVIMN, IIMIIAV.

:ikes

the

and

irin.e-

to

ame,

ction

if.LV,

re of

ak-

clsor,

,V. Ov

next

ifax,

itiful

its

nies

At

-eller

triie-

ly bv

Irijor.

This harbor, they have been told, ir. one of the

finest in tlie world— a haven in which a thou-

sand ships may rest secure, and yet but a little

removed from the broad ocean lii^duvay which

unite:; the easterti and the western worlds. They

have been told, also, that this harbor is always

actessible and always safe; and all of this,

though true enough, does the harbor of Hali-

fax but scant\ justice. All harbors have

more or less ot merit, but few are like this

one. Here there is sirnetliing more tjian

merely a roomy and safe haven— somethini,''

10 claim more than a passinj,^ glance. To
imderstand this we must know soniething of

the topography of the city.

1 lalifa.x is located on a peninsula nd founded

on a rock. East and west of it thi ^ea comes

in, robbed of its terrors and appearing only

as a thing of beauty. The water on the west

is the Northwest Arm, a stretch of water

about three miles in length and a cjuarter of a

mile in width. To the south and east is the

harbor, which narrows as it reaches the upper

end of the city and ex[iands again into IJedford

IJasin, with its ten S(|uare miles of safe anchor-

age. The liasin terminates at a distance of

nine miles from the city, and is navigable for

the whole distance. Tlie city ])roper is on the

eastern slope of the isthmus and rises from

the water to .a height of 256 feet at the citadel.

On the eastern side of the harbor is the town

of Dartmouth. In the harbor, and command-
ing all parts of it, is the strongly fortified

("eorge's Island, while at the entrance, three

miles below, is McNab's Island, which effectu-

allv guards tlie p.assage from tlu- ^c.a. Thi.-. is

a brief and dry description of tin city. It

would be just as easy to make a longer and

more gushing one, but when people are going

to see a plai:e for themselves thev don"t take

the bother \.o w.ade through ,a long ac^-ount

of metes, bounds and salient angles. Halifax

must be seen to be appreciated.

Halifax is a strong city in every way. It

has great strength in a military point of ^•iew ;

it has so many solid men that it is a t )wer of

strength tlnancially; it is strongly T'litish in its

manners, customs and sympathies; and it has

strong attractions for visitors. Let us analyze

some of these points of strength.

First, the military. There was a time when
the military element w.is necessarily the lirst

to be con.-sidered. One of the first acts of the'

hrst settlers was to lire a saiiue in honor vA

their arrival, and as soon as (ifniMnor Corn-

wallis had a roof to shelter his head, they

placed a couple fA cannon to defend it and

mounted a guard. They had need of militar\-.

Indians saw in tluMr arrival a probable " boom
'

in scalps, and every Indian \\\ the neighbor-

hood sharpetied his knife for the anticipated

'• luuii." These Imliaiis were neithi'r the

devotional ones whon> Cowper holds u;) for

the imitation of Sunday-school .scholars, nor

yet the playful and docile ones who borrowed

tobacco of the late \\'illiam I'enn. They were

savages, as destitute of pity and sentiinent as

they were of decent clothes. It was, there-

fore, es.sential that tlie men of Il.ilifax should

be of a military turn of mind, and every boy

and man. from sixteen to sixty years of age,

did dutv in the ranks of i!ie militia. Later


