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kIvo u clu'orfiil iimJ cnUiiislastic hUiiport to
111!' MOW coiislitiillon.

Sir, Mr. Itronu told lilii fiicnds tint lio

iii<l not Ix'llovo ill »o|uiraft' hcIiooU ; hut
tluTc wore fellow-cltlzens of liis in On-
hull) i'.iiil 111 yiiclicc who bellovi'il In sciianite
SI liools, ami, In onlcT to remove their ob-
jertlons and win tliolr lodiioratlmi In tlie

silu'ino whleli was Iho Kriat work of liis

life, lie ;i;;reed to make the saerlllie of Ills

own eonviclitins. In order lo aehi;>ve the
jji-eat object he li^d at heart, he agreed to
fasten iiiion h!s own provlnee a system in

«hii'h lie (lid not believe, but in whieh
ol hers did believe. Sir. for more than twenty
years Mr. Ilro^^Il has been in his Ki'ave ;

but Ills memory is not dead. .\iid If his
teaehinss and his spirit be still alive, it Is

surely In the hearts of that sLiiineh yeo-
manry of Ontario who K.ive him siicli e<>u-

stant support during the years of lils poli-

tical stnipgles. They followed him devot-
edly In Ills erusnde apalnst separate scho'ds.
Till .V followed liliii even more devotedly,
when he asked them to iieecpt separate
schools, to sacrlllce fholr o\mi opinions, and
Lis own. nil.')!! the .iltar of the new country
which It was his ambition to establish on
this portion of the North American coiitin-

pnt. If It were my i)rivi|p<re that my iioor

words nilirht reaili that staunch yoomaniy
of Ontario, I would remind them that the
work of coincdcrntion Is not yet tiiilshed ;

I would tell llioni that we me now enjrased
In advancing it ; and I would ask them
whether wo are now to reverse our course,
or whether we are not to coTifliuie to work
it out to eiiiiipletiiin on the lines laid down
by the great leader himself.
Now, Sir, such was the condition of things

nt the time of confederation. Hut I shall

be told that this exception npidles to On-
tario nud Quebec alone, and not to the
other provinces. Sir. that is true. Amwigst
the four lu-ovinces then uuiied. Ontario and
Quebec alone had a system of separate
fchools. lint I reminded the House a mo-
ment ago that It was not the intention of
the fathers of coiifodoration. It was not the
intention of Sir .lohn Macdouald or Mr.
Itrowii to limit confeder;.liou to the narrow
bounds It had in 1S07. They had made pro-

vision iu tlie very instrument of confe<lera-

tioii, to extend It over the northern part of

the continent ; they had made provision to

take in British Columbia. Xewfoundlaud
and Prince Kdward Island ; they had made
provision to take in also the Northwest Ter-
ritories, v.hich were then uninhabited, but
which now have a teeming population
and are at our doors asking admission.

Is it reasonalile to suiipose, if the Con-
federation Act recognizes that other pro-

vinces were to come into confederation simi-

larly situated to Ontario and Quebec, that

the same privileges should not be given to

the mluority as were given to the minority
In Ontario and Quebec V What would have
been the value of the invitation to enter

iMiifederalion. If the provinces Invited to
enter, had been t..M that the security to the
minority given to Ontario and Quebec wan
a iirivilege which they need not exjiect from
us V Section -li! oC the Quebec re.solutions

has become section !•:! of the Itrltlsh North
.\mcrica Act. and !* no longer contined to

i tjuebec and ontu.io. Here it Is :

In and for catli province th? legislature may
o.\cluaivcly ni:>ke laws in relation to education,
tuliject .TiiJ ;r I online to the following proTl-

i

-"loii :—
1. Nothiuf! in ar.y such l.iw shall prejujlclalljr

iffoct any right or privilege! with respect to da-
nomlnational scliools which any cUss of per-
sona have by law In the province at the union.

So, Sir, now whenever a province comes
here knocking at this door, a.skiug to be
adiulttiil into coiifideration. If In that pro-

i vliice tlierc exists a ;iysteiu of separate
schools, the British :;ortli America Act has

I provided that the same guarantee we give
I to the minority In Quebec and Ontario shall
also be given to the minority in that pro-
vince. Shortly after vonfcderatiou had boeu

,
established, that Is, in the year 1870, the

I

I'arllameiu of Canad i had an oiiportunity
:
of niipiylng the do( trine contained iu the

;

liritlsh North Amerita Act In the creation

^

of the province of >Ianltoba. Until its aU-
I iiiission into the Uo-ninlon. JIanltoba had
no regular government. It had been loosely
adininlstered by the Hudson Bay Com-
liaiiy. There had boen some schoo'ts Iu it,

malntaiued by such authority as there wag.
There had been seiiarate schools maintained
by Itomaii Catholic missionaries. It was
the intention of parliament to give the
mluority the system that they had before
confederation ; and, so marked was their
intcutiou. that instead of accepting without
iiualiacalion the wo'-ds of section S)3 of the
r.ritish North America Act, ' right or privi-
lege with respect tn denominational schools
which any class of persons have by law in
the province at the union,' they made It

read ' by law or practice In the province at
the union.' It turned out, as determined by
.judicial authority, that the province of
-Manitoba, when it entered confederation,
had no system of pchools either by law or
practice. It followMl, as a conseriuence, that
the power of the iirovince of Manitoba with

i regard to the subject of education was aa
i-emiilete as that of the province of Nova

I

Scotia or the province of Now Brunswick.

I

Tills Is a iiriiiciple which was not understood
at the time by hon. gentlemen opposite
when they wore on this side of the House,
Thei? was tbe fact, the positive fact—the
i:ower of the province of Manitoba with
regard to education was as unshackled as
that of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia.
In 1875, as I stated a moment ago, Mr.
Mackenzie introducejl an Act for the govern-
ment of tiie Northwest Territories, and tn
this Act the i»arliament of Canada, which,
at that time, had among Its members some
of the ablest men who ever sat in a Cana-


