
8 A COl'RTESAN'S LIFE

"Hallo ! Liirion, iny hoy, why here we arc patched up
sigtiin—new ^Inirmt,' aiul a new cover. Wliere iiave we come
from? Have we inouiited the hi;;h horse oiieo more with

little ofTerini,'?; from Florine's Ijoudoir? Bravo, old chap I"'

and liloiidet releast'd |-"iiiot to ])ut his arm aifeetionately

round I,mien and prer^i^ him to his heart.

AmliM he I'inot was the proprietor of a review on v;hich

Lurien liad worked for almost nolhini:, and to whieh Blondot

gave the l.rni'lit nf his eollahoratioii, of the wisdom of his

suj:<re>tir.ns and the depth of his views. Finot and Blondot

cniliodiid Bert rand and Batmi. with this diO'erenee—that

la Fontaine's cat at hist .-hdwcd that he knew himself to ho

duped, while Blondct. thoii.i.di he knew that he was being

ileeeed, .--till did all he couM for Finot. This brilliant ron-

ilotlicrc of the pen was, in fact, long to remain a ~lave. Finot

hid a brutal stri'iigth of will under a heavy » Aierior, under

the druw.-ini'ss of im|icrtini'nt >',u|)idity. with a -u])erlleial

polish of wit, as a lahurer rubs his biH'ad with garlic. He
knew how to garner what he gleaned, ideas and erown-pioees

alike, in the field.^ of the dissolute life led by men engaged

in Utters or in politics.

Jilnndet. for his >ins, had ])laced his powers at the service

of Finot's vices ami idleness. Always at war with necessity,

he was one "f the race of ]i(iverty-.-tiv.ken ar.d sujierior men
who can do everything for the fnrtune of otliers and nothing

for their own, Aladdins who let other men borrow their

lamp, 'i'hese ".\celleiit advisers have a clear and penetrating

judgment >o long as it is nut ilistracted by personal iitterest.

In them it is ;he head and not the arm that acts. Hence

the loiiseiH'ss of their morality, and hcm-c the reproach heaped

upon them b\ inferior minds. Blondct would share his purse

with a comradi.' he had atl'ronled the day itefore; he would

dine, drink, ami she]) with oiu' whom '.le would diMiiolish

on the morrow. His amusing paridoxc- excused everything.

Accepting the whole world as a jcsl, he ilid not want to be

taken s('liou^ly ; Miung. bcioxcd, almost famous and con-

tented, hr (lul not devote himself, like Finot, to actpiiring the

fortune an old man needs.


