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lishmen arc informed iiijori rwival < (|uii)inciit. In fact, there

are in every nation many groups of individuals holding very

diverse views of policies and conditions, all of which have

readily found voice . i the press. In (jerniany, there are

administrative, diplomatic, naval, and military views; lit-

erary, historical, and philosophical r'otions; industrial and
s<K-ialistic i>ropaganda; lltramontane, moderate Catholic,

and Protestant irieas, all held hy jjroups which (K)ssess few

premises in common, { •! wliicli therefore reach the most

diverse conclusions in regard to the present situation. Of all

this literature, the stuiient must beware, for most of it was
written to influence his opinions, and \cry little of it was

meant simply to inform him of the soher truth.

The puhlicatioiis of the (lernian Xavy League, the naval

monthly. Uhcrall, Ilarden's magazine. Die Zukniijt. are tilled

with the propaganda of Pan-Germanism, and all have a

semi-oflicial status. I'ndouhtcdly, the haldcst and frankest

statement of (iermany's "rights" is to he found in (leneral

Bernhardi's Dcntuchlaml und dir yiirhxlr Krinj. of which a

good English translation has just apix-ared. More compre-

hensive statements are Eivjlaud's \\'( Itlurrsclnift und die

Deutsche Luxusjiiittc and Deul.-irldand Sei ll'ach. The former

appeared in February, lOl'i, rumored to be from the pen of

a distinguished .\dmiral, was extravagantly praised by the

pres.s, and reached the fourteenth edition within a few weeks;

the latter was is.sued somewhat later by the Xavy I^eague.

The best statements in English seem to be the articles pub-

lished during the last two or three years in the Fortnightly

Review, some of which are certainly semi-official. There
seems to have been, however, as yet no systematic attempt

in Germany or in England to treat the issue comprehensively

from the objective and historical point of view a -' imed in

this volume.

The American, who has not grown up in the atmosphere

of European politics, 6nds that the writers of books and arti-

cles assume a familiarity with the basic facts of national

policy which he do«'s not possess, and often do not even

allude to tlie important premises on which their arguments
and descriptions rest. The ordinary compendious accounts

of the history of the nineteenth century fail to lay enough
stress upon the broader aspects of the situation to render him

tip .


