have presonted themselves to the number of
46 out of 11 villages, asking for instruction.
They say that large bodies of this sect are
resdy to embrace Christisaity. Theye are 6
missionaries in the Chota Nagpore field, who
are Germans from the Seminary of Pastor Goss-
ner at Berlin.  We see it stated that in Luck-
zow gnd the sarrounding villages 89 natives
bave been baptized since the rebellion of 1857.

NCTICE OF BOOK.

——

SABBATH SCHOOLS OF THE CHURCH
OF SCOTLAND.

Wa arc io receipt of the Report of the
Committes of the General Assembly on
Sabbath Schools, given in and read by
Rev. William Leitch, D, D., Convener, 28th
May, 1860, It forms a pamphlet of 86
pages, and contzins 2 ltucid and singularly
intelligible account of the Sabbath Schools
of the Church of Scotland.  The Mother
Church istaking a deep interest in the work
of the Sabbath School, and is meeting with
largesuceess.  The total number of Schools
in connection with the Church of Scotland,
which were reported, was 1668, showing
an increass of 88 over the previous year
The numuer of scholars on the Roll was
the great army of 125,186, showing an in-
creass of 13,881 over the previens year,
being 1 in 23 of the whole population of
Scotland. These scholars are taught by &
comprey of 11,239 teachers—the popu-
lation of a geod-sized town. The Report
is accompanied by an appendis, summariz-
ing the information by Farishes, Presbyter-
ies and Synods, and the whole Church. It
slso includes remarks from the Reports to
Syuods, from which a large amount of in-
teresting information is to be gained.  An
interesting feature of tho pamphlet is the
special Report of the work of individual
schools and associations. We are glag to
observe that Young Men's Christian Associ-
ations exist in s0 many congregations, A
constitntion for a Bible Association and
Young Men's Association is given, which
we may hereafter veproduce.

The Report contains an cxcerpt from
the Report of the Sabbath School Commit-
tes of onr Synod. The Report bears a
willing tribute to the value of such anxil-
izry agencics as Bible classes on week-days,
Teacher® Preparation Classes, Teachers’
Prayer Mectings, and Young Men's Chriat-
tian Associations.

We have seldom perused a more interest.
ing Report, or ono in which the informa-
tion canveyed is more interestingly and
svatematically convered.

Wa extruct the concluding portion of
the Report as a specimen of its style and
av & rewmé of the views of the Parent!
Church with regard to Sabbath Schools,,
together with the finding of the Genernl
Assembly on the Report.

The Synod of Canada has adopted the plan
of the Rother Chaceh by appointing & Sabbath
School Committer for the prrpree of collecting
awstics asd affording encouragement to ail
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engaged in the work.  The fiest Report, that of
st year, though somewhet defective in the
returas, gives o, very encouraging view of the
work, and holds out a hepe that, as in other
parts of America, the Sabbath School will
prove an cfficient missionary instrumentin pre-~
puring the way for a full provision for the spir~
itual wants of the advancing tide of popula-
tion.

The returns show that the Sabbath Schools
of the Church have received u great jmpulse
from the unusial religious interest manifested
in the course of the past veer; and ome great
advantage of our Sabbath Schools is, that ther
present a vast organisation throughout our
land, admirably calculated to fix and render
permanent in their effects the impressions of
such special seasong of refreshing from the
presence of the Lerd. The religious interest
in our larger towns especially was sustained
by the prayer-mectings and preparatory classes
connected with the Sabbath School work. The
result of this quickened feeling on the part of
the teachers was a more earnest dealing with
the childeen intheir classes,ang a more extended
and rvegular visiting of the chaldrer at their
homes. This in a great measure cxplains the
unprecedented increase of 14,000 scholars in
one year.  With such & facl before us, we
cannot reasonably meke the complaing often
made, that seasouns af religious excitement saon
pass away, and that the crest of the wave ig
succeeded by & corresponding depression, so
that nothing is gained by the visitation. The
mere excitement of the oceasion may passaway,
but the solid results remain; and the past
year, both in poing of increase of nnmbers and
new grpanisstions, will mark an important cra
in our Sabbath School history.

It is due to tho Convencrs of Sypods and
Presby teries to state that, with wne or two ex-
coptions, the returns are admirably drawn up,
and as complete as ~onld reasonrably be ex.
pected. The compla.nts of tardy returns from
parishes are also much less numerous, 50 that
every guerantec is given for the reliablences of
the statistics. The completeness of the yeturns
is, tbis year, owing much to the simplification
of the queries by the Acting Committer. As
it was understood thal in a large proportion
of schools rolls were not regulariy kept, it was
resolved that no query should be put which
could not be answered without the use of ro-
gisters.  Various other guerics of much inter-
€8, and necessary ta make the statistics con-
plete, might be put; butit is more satisfactery
1o coufine them to & few points, so that they
may be sposwered accurstely, than to extend
them to others for which only vague cstimates
can bo given; and, until tegisters be more
generadly kept, no object can be gatned by cx.
teading the statistics of scholars,  The Com.
mittee strongly recommend the more general
use of rolls and registers. Those published by
the Messrs Murray have been expressly drawn-
up o correspond 1o the querics put by the
Cammitter, xad to form part of the system of
schednles rrquired for the collection of the
statistics. The retarn in regard to which
there is the greatest incompletencss ix thatin
reference to the number of scholars abave 14,
In the toial number estimates for defective
returas aw: included, hat the numbder of blanks
is Dolso great as to entail an error of more
than oae-fifteenth part of the whale number.
This year there is no return of the cntire
aumber of children enrolled throughout the
yexr, bnt, taking the proportion of last jear,
the nutnber wonld be 142,723, and this would
give for the whele Church the proportion of
1 scholar 10 every 20 of the population, where-
&s the proportion last year was 1 in 33, This,
howerer, would be s {allacions mode of ascer-
taining the amount of Sabbath School educa-
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tion, as, from the changes from one school to
another, » considerable number must have been
eaumerated more then once.  The nutiber an
the roll taken at the same time throughout the
Church ig the proper test,

In conclusion, we have reason to rejoice thst
an institution of such recent date bag, under
the Divine biessing, taken so deep s rootin
our land, and cxtended it3 branches far and
wide. The frst Sabbath Schuel is auly of re-
cent date, and the institution may be regarded
a9 still in its infancy ; yet how widely hasit
already extended! This progress consists nat
merely in numbers but in the development of
its functions and capehilities. Al first the
Sabbath School in Engisnd partovk littie of &
religious institution; it was morc of the char-
acter of the modern reformatory school. It
has now become the grand instrument in the
bands of the Chureh for proclaiming Chlirist
to the rising generation. It is felt to be afmost
an esscutial pact of the mwchinery of every
Christiar congregation. It has opencd a field
for the active Christian cnergies of our people,
and reslised, in & most practical manacy, the
tafluence assigned to the laity in the constitu-
tion of our Church. Prayer mectings, prepa-
ration classes, Christian associstions, festive
anniversaries, aissionary associations, libra-
ries, clotbing socicties, have grouped them-
selves rouad the ceutral institution, and given
to Christian society n completeness of orgeni-
sation which i1 did not before possess, and
which ! needed to deaw out its energies, One
of the most recent and important adaplations
is its employment a3 a missionary agent. In
many parts of the World where our race predom-
inate, and where the advance of population
in the wilderness outstrips the provision of s
repualar Gospel miristry, the Sabbath Schoal is
pushed forward as anadvanced post.  1tforms
the nucleus of & Church, and soon it merges
into & completely cquipped Christian congre-
gation.

1t is satisfactory to kapw ihat the Church
of Scatland 3 taktag & leading partin estend-
ing and devrloping an institubion which is evi-
dently destined to exercise a mach wider infla-
ence in extending the Redeemer's kingdom.
The returns of this year, so {ar from manifest-
ing an abated interest, exhidbita rate of progress
that has never been surpassed, and that eugurs
well for the {uture of our Church.  While there
i5 so much to commend in the present state
and progress of our Sabbath School system, it
is right that potice should be taken of a pecu-
Jinr feature of Scottish Sabbath Schools, 1a
no other countsy is the Sabbath School of such
pantial spplication tn regaed ta the various
grades of society. It is almost cxclusively
confined to the poorer classcs.  The bulk
of the scholars beloag to the poorer mem-
bers of the Church, who are cither not skilled
in commuaicating ingtruction at home, or who
find that their home instruction is aided by the
lessons of the Sabbath School.  There is algo
s small proportion drawn from the degraded
clasres who have sunk inlo irreligion or indif-
ference.  But the Sabbath Schoal 32 made to
bear ttle, i at all, upon the rich, whether
mmetnbers of the Christian Choreh, or such as
havte renounced all prefesston of religion.
This peglect of the wenlthier classes, who
often need the influcace of the Sabdath School
a3 much as he poor, though found 1 mast
Churches, still doeg not angwhere exist to
anch an extent as m Scotland.  There arce no
doudt great sacial dfficulties, but the expert-
ence of some of the most vigorous hranches of
the Christisn Chaurch in other lande shows
that this instilution may be made equally ap-
pheable to rich and poar. May we not hope
that in Scotiand also the Sabbath Schoo! may
yet embrace all classcs, and bestow its bless-



