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BRITISH COLUMBIA.
[This departrnent is in charge of R. E. Gosnel who is

permiariently engaged as a regular nieinber o! Tusx Cou-
M<ERCAL Staff, to represent this journal in British Columbia.
Parties in Britsh Cohinustia who Nvish to cominunicate in
any way with this paper, nay apply directly te Mr.
Gosnell at Vancouver.]

Britishi Columbia Business8 Rviaw,
July 19, 1892.

If business was not overly brisk befere, the
amall-pex scare, ewing to which Victoria has
been quarantined and communication genenally
intcrfcred with, hais net hclpcd it any. In
fact, trade bas been serieusly ioj ured thcreby.
The fcw cases that had existcd in VJancouver
and Westminster for some timie, as a reenit of
imperfeet inspection of the steamers fi-om
China, whcnce the disease wau imported, were
about dispesed of, and by prompt measures of
the anth,,rities it was theught the disease was
stamped ont and ahl danger of infection about
over when suddenly news camne of an ontbreak
in Victoria, which dcveloped rapidly fi-cm haîf
a dozen cases te ever fifty, several of which
proved fatal, In Victoria the euddenness of
the outbreak preduced almoet a panie, and the
rush eut had undoubtedly sertie effeet in dis-
eeminating the epidemie, as well as cauing
siter cties te deciare a quarantine. There is
an acimonieus dispute as te the cause of it in
Victoria, Victoria people and press attributing
it te infection frem Vancouver, while the latter
attnibute it pimaily to a cargo of Chinese
augar brought in on the steamner Phra Nang
from 'he Orient, and secendly te the negligence
cf the officiaIs in preventiog its spread at the
outset. No (loubt the latter kept it quiiet as
long as they could, a peen policy, for fesbr of
hurting the teuniet business, which i8 at its
height juet now, until it got beyond thein abil-
ity te cope with it, and then the publie gen-
erally was aroueed, and, if anything, the other
extremne was gene te. Wbatever ite cause or
however it oiginated, it existe aceording te the
lateet health bulletin : fifty in Victoria, five in
Vancouver, three in Wesctminster and none in
Nansimo. When compared with the epidemnies
in some of the eastern cities, the numnber itself
seemes insignifleant, and with proper bealth
regulations 'Lhere would seem te be little fear
of general infection or communication of dis-
eaue. Its magnitude bas been greatiy exag-
gerated and its cvii resuits intensifled by the
action of the press, which in some mneasure bas
been diegraceful. In a time of common dan-
ger the newspapers, wbich are supposed te re-
gresent the enlightened element, have simply
added fuel te the flame, and inetead of allaying
and niolifying scctioual feeling and spcaking
the truth, have done little cisc than refleet
local prejudices, unfortunately aiready tee
strong at any time. When Vancouver had
8mail-pox cases and Victoria none, the press ef
the latter delighted in magnifying it. And
when email-pox broke eut in Victoria the pres
of Vancouver, on the trength of rumor, multi-
plied the number of cases by two or threc; and
s0 it goe on ail around, eaeh caling the other
liars, landerers and ail the reet of it. When
Vancouver put a quarantine on Victoria it was
simpiy as a mnatten of secf-defence, whcther
right on wrong, and without any ulterior objeet,
but the Victoria press construcd it as a malici-
eue blow at the capital, actuated by spite and
jcalousy. The saine thing would have beer
donc un<Ier any circumetances. It is an open
question if a mutual and strict inspection of
passengers and baggage and careful super-
vision ail round would net have been better
than e quarantine, because the interruption of
entirt- communication is serions and the lega
right te order it may fairly be doubted ; but ii
any event the quarantine wau net malicieus.
Se ail round, lnstcad of the varions cities jein
ing bande te proteet eaeb other as well ai
themeselves, as a matter of common intereet,
thcy have been actuatcd by local tinfluences t(
spit at eacb other, and it would semr that thý
press of each gloried in the mniefortune of tht

other. The bard feelings created in this way
will do quite as much, if not more, harm than the do
emaîl-pox. A sample of tîsis animosity appeais mi
in an evening paper as follows: "T'he auther
of that deaspatch je a cowardly, malevalent P
blackguard and a low, villainous liar." That p
was inspired by a simple statement in the Vie- 20
toria Coloni.xt that so far Westminster had not an
declared a quarantine againet V ictorio. In be
,hie way, by accepting rumor as facte, by ex-
aggerating and by straight lying a great deal of P
damage has been done to business in the cities '
and to the province as a whole, the effeets of e.ý
which wiII be feit for some time. Another C
feature to be deplored that unfortnnately eau- r
net be prevented very weil are seneational, qu
higbly clored dispatehes which, being paid q$
for by the word, are padded ont to make the 8
most. If the cities had aced in concert from 1
the firet and agreed on m.utually defensive 1
measures, and the uewspapers had kept their
hande off and toid oniy the truth the present ti
trouble wonld have been largely avoided. b

During the week the world's fair commissio~n- S

ers have been appointed. Chas. E. Law, Keo- b
tenay, jes commisioner for the minerai exhibit, a
Jas. C. Anderson, statistician, for Vancouver P
island, A. H. B. M\cCowa.n, secretary of Van- b
couver board of trade, and E. Hutchinsen, e
Ladner's Landing, cemmissioners for the main-
land. TIhey are ail good, practical men and
should worthily represent the resources of this
province. The government bas evidently made
as good a selection as it very well eould and hasP
avoided the usual custom of giving offices like 8
these to political haeks or hangers on.a

The linperial and Dominion Governmente f
have evidently aeted With promnptness in the0
case of the seizure of the Coquitlam in Alaskan
waters. She will be released on bonds, an ap.
praisement having already been made of ber
effeete and cargo.

The last week's raine have had a bad effectf
on haying and emaîl fruit, both of which aret
excellent crope but liable te be badly damaged
if the ramn continues much longer.

News from the interior continues of a picas-f
ant and encouraging ebaracter, new finde, in-
vestinents and development are reported fro'n
aIl aides. Some very rieh strikes, both ln coal
and precione minerais, are reportcd fnom Kam-
loops and jicinity, which, if one quarter as
good as reported, wiil bring that section into
promin ence.

B3. C Market Quotations.
FLOUR AND FEzD, etc.-Market is steady

and demand good. No changes in tapie lineel
New hay is beginning to offer, but in emal
quantities, haying having been arrested by the
raine. Hay is stili being imperted f rom
Washington. Oats are steadyîng np in
pnice . Foilowing are quotations :
Manitoba patents, $5.85; strong bakers
$545; ladies' choice $6; prairie lily
$575 ; Oregon $5.75 ; Spokane $5.65 ; Ender-
by mills-Premium 85.85 ; three star $5.75;
two star $5.40; oatmeal eastern $3.40 ; Califor-
nia granulated, in gunanies, $4.3,5 ; National
mille, Victoria $3.65; rollcd oate eastern $3
to $3.25 ; California $3.75 ; National
mille $3.75; cornmeal $3.10 ; eplit pesas83.50;
Pearl barlcy $4.50. Ricc--The Victoria rice

*mille quote wholesale : Japan rice, per ton,
$77.50; China niec, do, $70; rice flour, do, $70;
chitrice, do, $25; rice meai, do $17.50; chopped
feed $33 to $35 per ton; bran $24; shorts $25;
oats $30) te$32 ; wheat 35 te $40; oul cake $40.
Wbeat is quoted in car lots for f eeci No.2 regluar

E at $20 te $25 per ton; oats $261-; chopbarley$25.
California malting harley $26 te $27 f.o.b. in

r San Frncisco. Californiia chop $32 to $33;
ýf hay, $20; oul cake,,'$40; chop baley, $.30.

61 DAiRy-Tlie demand for eastern creaniery jes
n goof, and likeiy te increase. It is sligbtvly on
L the decline at 25 to 26c. Manitoba dairy ils not
%_sought after and has been reduced since last

àsF quotatione to 19e. Cheese also show a tendeney
;,to weaken. Quoted at I02, to 13e.
e Eoos-Eastern egge are plentif ni and Iow,

ebut steady at 14J to 15c. Local fresh egge are
(e scarce and in good demand.

POULTRY-Live chickens are worth $9 a
[zen, are scarce and in almost unlimited de-
nand. Ducks are $9 and $10 a dozen.
VFCGETABLEs-New portatoes are worth $1.50

>r cwt and are likely to reduce steadily in
)rice; onion, are worth $1.25 to $1.50; cabbage
lper lb. The local eupply ie much improved
6d vegetables ail around are cheaper and
ietter.
LIVESTOCK, DRESSED MEATS, ETC.-The sup-

ly of British Columbea freehieate, with the
,Kception of mutton and pork-the former
-oming principally from Oregon and the latter
Iom eastern Ontaro-is more than ample for
ur wante and AI quality. Fine eteers are
uoted 4c; cows, 3ic; dreeeed beef, 7jc; Iamnbe
4.50 apiece, dreseed, $5; eheep, î5îe; mutton,
2c; hoge, 8c; pork, lic; calvee, 7c; veal,
le.
MEAT'rs-Meatg COn4inUe fir-n, and the situa-

ion je bulieh if anyt*iing. Prices are likely te
be rnaintained until cold weather in the eaet
ets in again, when there will be in ail proba-
iiity the same inane attempt to shove bacon

and ham down our throate at greatIy reduced
>r-icee. Quotations are: Rame, 13J to 14kc;
breakfast bacon, 13J to 15e; backe, 13 to 13bc;
ehort rolle, Il to M1-c; dry rolle, lie; green
ong clear, lic. Lard ie quoted as follows :
lu tubià, 12e per lb; in paile, 2c in tins, 13c;
ard comnpound il to llàc.

FRvITS, NUTS. ETC-The wet wea.ther of the
paet week hae given a severe set back to the
small fruit now vipening and raepber riee, which
are plentiful on the vines, are iikeiy to be a
failure if fine weather does not set in in a day
or two. They are at preeent eelling at 1île,
Strawberriee are no mûre. A good crop was
harvested and marketed wbolesale at between
10 and 12c. The canneriee purchaeed at 7c per
lb. Oranges are out of the market until the
f ail crop cornes in. California oranges during
the peesent season have as a rule been inferior.
California lemone, $5; Sicilies, $6.50; eocoa-
nuts, $1 per doz; bananas, 84 to $4.2i; Turkish
figs, 14Wc; almnonds, 18c; walnuts, 15e; filberte,
15c; pine, 20c; peanuts, 10e ; evaporated
appies, lie; evaporated peaches, lie; evapora-
ted apricots, lic; evaporated prunes, lie; Cali-
fornia pitted plume, lie; strained honey. 13e;
raisins, $2 to 82.75; Oregon cherries, 31.50;
apricots, $1.35 ; peaches, $1.50; tomatoee,
$1.50; plume, $1.35.

SUGAR.-Granulated 59 ; E.C. 5j ; fancy yel-
low 5c ; yellow 4 7 cube 6je ; powdered, sacks
"le ; do boxes 7ïc; syrup 4e.

Fisu-Salmon, 7e: halibut, none in and
scarce; emelts, 8e; eturgeon. 5e; cod, 7 to 8c;
crabe $1 a dozen and clame 50e a pail. The
Sockeye salmon, ueed by the canneries princi-
pally are now running in the Fraser. No large
§hipmente of spring salmon are being made
east, but points along the line of the C. P. R.
are being supplied by express in boxes. Fish
generally je scarce.

UANNED SÂLINON-The pack this year in
British Columbia will amount to 140,000 cases.
The ruling rate in London je 22a 6d C.I.F. and
in British Columnbia $4.75 a cage f.o.b. Prices
are likely to remain firmn throughout.

The veesels Chili, River Ganges. Frederick
and -Martha Fisher have been chartered to load
salmon for Great Britain for this year's salmon
pack.

Lu.mBERF-Pitices are Iow and dem&nd poor.
The export trade je not looking up as yet. Saw
mnili men ail say they are not rnaking any
money. Schedule prices are as follows for
export : Rough merchantable, ordinary sizes
iu lengthe, te 40 feet, inclusive, $9 per M; rough
deck plank, average length35 feet, $19; drees-
ed flooring, $17 ; piekets, $9; ]ath, 4 feet, $2.
Local : Rough merchantable lumber, per M,
$ 12; double dreseed and edged. $22. 50; single,
do, $20; No. 1 tongueti and groove flooring,
1 x 4, S22.50; Rough deck plank, $14 ; lathe,
per M, $2.25 ; shingles, common, per M,
$2. 25. For contracte, however, dealers make
their own prices and it is impossible to quote a
regular price.


