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matters of science, no othar authority
ought to be submitted to. Ail, therefore,
that the aditor lias ta wish is that these
reports may have leave to speak far thoa-
selves, and that reason with respect to
thema may be allowed to stand in the
place of authority."

The instructive chapter whieh precedes
the cases, entitled " A proposai for ren-
dering tho Laws of England clear and

cetp. ie s tle volume a degrea of
p eculiar interest, independent of the value
of many cf the reportýd cases. That

clatrbgins wîhwrswlîich ought,
for the information of evciy people, to
le printed in lettcîs of gold. They are
as follows- "Noýthing, condures more ta
th.e peace and prosperity of every nation
than good laws and the duc execution of
thiemi." The history cf the civil la-i, is
then rapidly trac'ed. iNext a history is
given of Englislî reporters, beginningl
-with the reporters of the Year iBooks
fromi 1 lEd. 1I.1. ta 12 Hon. VIII.-being,
near 200 years-and afterwards ta the
tinie of the author. In spealzing of the
q1ualifications of a good reporter, ie says:
"A gooci reporter should have a liberal
educatian, uniderstanid bath. the theory and
practice of the law, be able clearly ta
comprehend the, reasoninJ of the judges,
anil be ready at writing down wbat ha
hears in shorthand, or atherwise, and
'ifterwards digesting it." Sa in his pre-
face hie says: "11e is thc best reporter,
wha relates the greateat number of cir-
cuinstances of a case and the reasons of
the Judge, niost at large. And, iudeed,
by a too carnesi desire ta be concise the
reporter often bacoines obscure; an errar of
the, worst kind, and whidh is liera care-
f allv avaid." This was renîarkably
good advico lu 1770, and lias, by very
niany calling themnselves reparters, been
silice disregarded. If Cunninghamî were
now alive wcv think he would be appalled
ut tlec nunîber of companions one is
oblige(I ta place aloingside of his, in boak-
,sheives. With the increasa of the num-
ber of volumes is increased the labour of
those who are obliged ta refer ta, them.

This volume of Cunningham's (like
eBellewc's Cases " and " Choyca Casesq,")

is, in type, papar, binding, &c., a fac-
simile of the original,. The scarcity of
the volume and consaauent higli price
lias been the inducement ta tlie publishers
ta reprint the volume.

SIR GEORGE COOKE's REPORTS AND
CASES 0F PnÂ.cTICE IN THE COURT
0F COMMiON PLEAs, 1706 ta 1747.
The third edîtion, with the additional
cases and referencas containad in MNIS.
notas made by L. C. J. Eyre, and Mr.
Justice Kares. iEdited by Thomas
Tawnsend Bucknill, of the Inner Temi-
ple, Barrîster-at-Law. London: Stev-
ens & llaynes, 1872. In 8vo., £3 3s.

This is the fourth volume of Messrs,
Stevens and la'ynes' series of antique
reports. Like its predacessors it is a j4c-
similc of the original. Sir George Cooka
was Chief 1Prothonotary of the Common
Baudh. Ils reports have long been out
of print. They have at ail times been in
good reputa and copies anxiausly sought
for. In 3 Wilson, 184, Sergeant Jepli-
son, citing Palmrer v. Sir . Edtvards,
said, ".1Sea the casa at langth, for it saems
well reported by that very able chief
prothonotary of tha C. B."

The reason given by the publishers for
thc selection of Sir George Cooke's Re-
ports as the next volume in tha series, wvas
becauseof thcir having beconia possessed of
a copy formerly belonging ta -Mr. Ju-.tica
Nares, and containing numerous MS.
notes. These notes appear ta have beau
partly lis own and partly copied from
notas made by Chief Justice Eyre. The
authenticity of thesa notes is confirmed
by Mr. Justice iNares. In Grossle y v.
,Shaw, 2 W. BI., 1088, ha is reported ta
have said, "I have sean a inanuscript nota
of Chief Justice Eyra cf the case of
Iiawlins and Parry, which agyrees wîth
Sir Georga Cooke's."

These additions will add greatly ta the
value of the original volume. They have
beeni carefully revised by the editor.

The original volume was publislied " In
the Savoy, Printad by Ilenry Lintot
(assignea of Edw'ard Sayer, Esq.), for
J. Stephans, at the H-and ad Star, in
Fleet Street; J. Werrall, at the Dova, in
Bail Yard, near Lincoln's Inn ; T. Waller,
at tha Cran n and Mitre, and W. Sandby,
at the Ship, in Fleet Street, 1747." Law
books neyer cau dia or ramain long daad
s0 long as Stevans & ilsynas ara willing
ta continue tham or raviva thoa whan
deadl. TIt is certainly surprising ta sec
with what facial accuracy an old volume
of reports may ba producad hy thasa
modern publishers, whose good tasta is
amly acjualled by their enterprise.


