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were the unsettled boundaries with
Canada, the slave trade, and the tariff.
Toward the end of Vaughan's period
as Minister, Andrew Jackson became
President and instead of adopting a
belligerent attitude toward Great
Britain, as was hbalf expected, his
policy was friend-ly. He took up the
question of the West Indian trade,
which had falled of settlement under
John Quîncy Adamns, in part at least
owing to Mis Întractable temper, and
concluded a treaty on ternis advan-
tageous to both countries. The ire-
doubtable warrior, who had defeated
the. Britishi arxny so isignally at New
Orleans ini 1814, used this language
in his message to Congress: "It gives
me unfeigned pleasure to, assure you
that the neg-otiation has beeti eharae-
terized tliroughout by the most frank
and friendly spirit on the part of
Great Britain, and eoncluded in a
mauner strongly indicative of a sin-
cere desire to, cultivate the best rela-
tion witli the United States. To reci-
procate this disposition to, the fullest
extent of my ability îs a duty which 1
shall deeni it a privilege to discharge.>

110l( Hickory" could afford to utter
soft words about the traditional
enemy without endangering bis
eliances of a second terni. When the
day for Vaughan's departuare came,
lie was given a public hail and supper
by Washington people, including
many. members of Congress, and the.
comments of newspapers dwelt upon
the "4unfeigned goodness of heart and
geiiercfli hospitality" whicli lad en-
deared hi to aill le was to have re-
turned to Washington after leave of
aibsence, but upon consideration, de-
elined the offer, and Henry Stephen
Fox was sent out in 1835. The hal-
cyon days continued for a time. Fox
was a London man o! fashion witli
agreeable manners. Ail went well,
umtil the Maine boundary dispute as-
sumed an acute phase in 1839. This
wýas another of the unfortunate lega-
cies o! the treaty of peace. The i11-
feeling was intensifled by other mat-
tes, notably the~ activities along the

Caainborder of sympathîzera with

the rebellion in Upper Canada. Fox
was not thought strong enough to
handie the accumulation of trouble.
In the teclinical sense, lie was super-
seded, and Lord Asliburton arrived as
special envoy in April, 1842. Affairs
wore a serions aspect, and "the Arco-
stook war" in whicli armed forces were
engaged on the Maine boundary fur-
nislied material for a general confla-
gration. This was avoided by the
fanious Asliburton Treaty which se-
cured, peace at a price some have
thouglit too higli, but which has beeni
de! ended by others as a reasonable
concession considering the original
blunder o! 1783. It is neediess at this
point to consider Canadian discon-
tent with Britishi diplomacy at Washi-
ington. This can be discussed more
conveniently later on. Lord Ashbur-
ton had a liard tume o! it, from ali
accounta, and wrote home plaintively:
"I continue to crawl about lu these
heats by day and pass my niglits in a
sleepless fever. In short, I sliall posi-
tively not ouitlive this affair if it is to
be mucli prolonged.» Ris lil! waa
mercifully spared, but his credit as a
diploinatist in no wise enhanced.

It feUl to the lot of tlie next Britishi
Minister, Sir Richard Pakenhfani, to,
deal witli tlie steadily growing excite-
ment over the Oregon boundary ques-
tion, and the slogan o! the flre-eaters,
"F'ifty-!our forty or figlit", indicated
that political agitation would do w1hat
it could-and that was a good. deal-
to prevent a settlement. However, the
issue, after several years of negotia-
tion, was settled pacificaily on tlie
basis o! the forty-ninth parallel of
latitude. It was not a Britisli victory
on the merits of the cas, but removed
a cause of war. The weakness of the
Britishi policy in boundary disputes
was the slowness, witli whîch juat
elaims were pressed and decided. Time
was alwayson the aide of the United
States. The negotiationa wearied
Pakenhani and upon returning to
Eingland in 1847 h. declined to go
bck to Washington. To hi succeed-
ed Sir Henry Bulwer (afterwards cre-
ated Lord DalIing), one of the ablest


