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ReLigiovs INsTrucTi N 1IN THE CHigr StaTE Univessity Cowr-
LRGB OF MassacHUSETTS.—In the Address which the Governor
(Briggs) of Massachusetts, on the 3th of last June, made to Dr.
Jarep Searks, in presenting to him, according to law, the seal and
keﬂ of Harvarp UniversiTy, as President of that Institution, we
have the following remarks on the subject of reiigious instruction

in the University:

% An opinion exists to some extent in the community, that, in
the various departments of education in this country, the moral
training of the popil is too much neglected. If such an error
prevails, it ought to be corrected. The importance of moral in-
struction cannot be over-stated. The heart is the fountx'ﬂn of
motive, and the wise man enjoins that it ghould be f‘ k‘ept. w1‘th all
diligence, for out of it are the issues of life.” Chr{stl&!}lty is the
only rock upon which the character of man can be built with safety.
I am sure, Sir, that its hopes and its princnpiles, that l'ts beautnf’uI
and sublime precepts, as illustrated in the wise !eachm'gs and in
the spotless life of its Divine Author, will be leading topics of t~he
jmstructions which the youth committed to your charge will daily
receive from your lips.

‘For more than two hundred years the people of Massachusetts
have respected and cherished this first-born literary institution of
the New World. In the constitution of the Common}venl'th, they
say it was founded by ‘wise and pious men,” and ratify its legal

istence.
ﬂl’l‘he truth of your character is to them a pledge, that all .the
~8 of your mind and heart will be devoted to a faithful and im-
powe _~dministration of its affairs, and to the advancement of good
pamu:l . and science; that you, as the executive officer of the
Yearning ;" maintain a discipline that will win the affections of
College, W'': i d that will secure

‘¢ pventlemen and their successors, and ti ec
these youn,® :5»5 Jaws ; that all party politics will be avoided, and
obedience to . x.otal doctrines inculcated will be the great prin-
%!)e only govern. ‘.n'«mal liberty ; end that, discarding all sec-
ciples of constin. ' the theology taught will be the simple

:arlt;ms;{n ::ve;:‘ii%l;)l ’as written in letters of living light on the
ruths y

of the Bible.” )
ng::smnm Srarks, in repV to this part of GoverNor Briaas’
¢ .

insugurating address, observes a.’

« When your Excellency speaks © A _mora’
and l'eligioniy educstion, your words n.’“:" "‘;‘e::e:"“;'r;:;‘f;ﬁ‘ ::_
" aponse from every friend of youth, nay, .70 -acti):: ol rales of life
kind. The principles, the vital truths, the P woepts of the Sa:
taught in the Divine Word, the doctrines and Pf;' \‘:’e s dark and
wiour revealed from heaven to illumine, ghegr, an. E} tearning the
eriing world, should be made in every institution o, -~ oprin
cardinal elements from which all other instruction sh 0‘}; e %0
“The religion set forth in the Gospel of Christ inculcau 55 e
God and man + it exhorts ur to reverence our Maker and (..'?i -
taws, to search for the truth with honest hearts, and to buii O\L )
faith upen henest conviction ; it enjoins charity, forbeamnce., gou.
will ; it ¢eaches men to live together as brelhrep, to thmk' t:or
themselves, but to act for the good of othm:s, to nyotd names, divis-
fons, discords, and to strive for peace, amity, union ; and it opens
"te us the certainty of an immortal world, where the acts and mo-
tives of men will be weighed in an equal balance, anc where tlte
awards will be meted out by & just and merciful Judge: May this
ireligion be taught here in ite pm*ifying efficacy, felt alike by those
whe teach and those who learn ; may it be taught and felt every-
«where, in the temples of God, in the busy throngs of men, a.nd in
‘rthe quiet repose of the fireside, till the whole humnn.fumuly, children
«of one.common Father, shall learn the lesson of unn{ersa,l’ love, and
Join as with one voice in hymns of praise and adoration !

follows:
© the importance of a moral

“EsrmsTe ©F Commax ScrooLs us WELL as CoLLieEs, BY
-rgE Goversens AND ScuoLans of NEw Exerasp.—The Gover-
.Noa oF MagsacuuseTTs, in inducting Dr. Jarep Sparxs into the
office of President of Harrard University, a few months since, made
the following reference to Common Schools: -

# Not doubfing that the colleges of the Commonwealth always
feel an dnterest in the suecess of her common schools, I may be

allowed to suggest that more practical demonstrations of that inter-
est, and the manifestation of a desire for their advancement, in .all
suitable ways, would greatly tend to promote the prosperity of both
these essential departments of education.

The mass of our children and youth must begin and finish their
education in the district school hcuse. There the children of the
poor, mingling with the children of the rich, must gather the trea-
sures of knowledge. Our system of free schools is one of the rich-
est fruits of the Gospel, which upon its introduction into the world,
was preached to the poor. They are the natural nurseries of the
colleges. )

Let the free schools in all our towns be competent to fit their
pupils for college, and our colleges will be always full. The inter-
ests of the two institutions are identical. © Both should be ardently
loved and cherished by all who love their country, liberty, and their
race.”

PegsiENT SPARKS replies to the Governor in the following
golden words!

¢ Your Excellency has mentioned the common schools, and the
intimate relation between them and the colleges. Here, permit me
to say, you have touched a chord, whose vibrations I would neither
resist nor disguise. Many of my earliest and dearest associations
are centred within the narrow walls of the school-room. Nurtured
during my childhood and youth 1n the common schools of New
England, and for six winters a teacher of a common school, I have
reason to be grateful for the benefits derived from them, in forming
both my mind and character. Nor is it too much to say, that, for
such of the qualifications as I may possess for understanding and
discharging some of the most important duties of the station in
which I am now placed, I have been more indebted to the seeds
planted in the common schools, and to the experience which strength-
ened their growth, than to the latter instruction and discipline of a
college. But they are both necessary to a well-ordered, prosperous
community,—columns of the same temple, administering mutual
and needful support. They both claim the fostering care and sub-
stantial aid of an enlightened public, and the earnest good wishes
of every citizen, every patriot, who would see the giory and happi-
ness of his country resting on the durable foundation of virtue up-
held by knowledge, high intellectual culture, and a wide-spread
intelligence,”

—m
Miscellancous.

SPHERE OF HUMAN INFLUENCE.
BY THE REV. THOMAS HILL.

Charles Babbage, in his “ Ninth Bridgewater Treatise,” has a
chapter concerning the permanent impression of our words upon
the air,——a chapter which none have ever read without a thrili of
mingled admiration and fear : and which closes with an eloquence
that is worthy the lips of an orator, though coming from a mathe-
matician’s pen. : -

Would that Babbage had touched, in his fragmentary treatise,
upon some of the inferences which may be drawn from the
N evtonian law of gravity,—inferences which would probably have
been 835 NeW to most of his readers, as those which he, with so
much acu’eness, draws from the law of the equality of action and
reaction.

The motio.? of Which Babbage speaks, in the chapter to which
we refer, is unacatory, communicated by impulse, and requiring
time for its transmis~i07 ; @nd the startling result of his feasoning
comes from the never-dying character of the motion, keeping for-
ever a record of our words ;1 the atmosphere itself; always audible
to a finer sense than ours ; rescrved against the day of account,
when perchance our own ears may be quickened to hear our 6wn
words wringing in the air.

But motion is not only enduring through all time, it is simul-
taneous throughout all space. The apple thai falls from the tree
is met by the earth; not half way, but at a distance fitly propor-
tioned to their respective masses. "The moon follows the mova-
ment of the earth with instant obedience, snd the sun with prompt
humility bends his course to theirs. The sister planets with their
moons are moved by sympathy with the earth, and the stars and
most distant clusters: of the universe obey the leading of the aiin,

.



