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aetabl
dated lands of the Misstssipply,  The tract presents the appearan {
new soil, very diffefent from what they passed  below. ['his alluvial
ract may be supposed the te of a great lake, drained by a natural
‘hannel, from the abrasion of tif: waters: since which period, the
annual inundations have (i"[l‘Nl1|‘(%l“ superior soil ; eighteen or twenty
febt are wanting to render it habitable for man. It appears, neverthe-
less, well stocked with the beasts of the forest, several of which were
seern.

Quantities-of water fowl are beginnine to make their appearance,
which are not very numerous here until the cold rains and frosts

compel them to leave a more northern climate, Iish are not so

abundant as might be expected, owing, it is said, to the inundation of

the Mississippi, in the year 1799, which dammed up the Washita,
some distance above the post, and produced a stagnation and conse-

quent corruption of the waters that destroyed all the fish within it

lgience.
Y\' noon, on the 15th of’ November, lllt_\ passed the land of Mal-

le?; and at ninety yards northeast from the upper point ol the island,

by a good observation, ascertained their latitude to be 32, 59, 27, 5,

N., or two seconds and a half of latitude south of the dividing line be-
tween the territories of Orleans and Louisiana.  T'he bed of the river,
along this alluvial country, is generally covered with water, and the
navigation interrupted ; but in the afternoon of this day, they passed
three contiguous sand-bars, or beaches, called ¢ Les trois battures,”
and before evening, the < Bayou de grand Marais,” or Great \l:'x h
creek on the right, and « La Cypreri Chattelrau,” a point of high
land on the other side, which reaches within halt"a mile of the river,
As thev advanced towards the Marais de Saline, on the right, a

strat
1o b
The
ness
of th
rally
Bayc
river
prom
resor
is the
This
The
game
are s
whicl
licks,
there
nitre,
rc,spw
none
pilot
river,
about
the g
great
alway
tions.
Thi
to ma
perfec
qualit,
been f{
here v
have
flesh ;
capes
conqu
way.
the ex
denied
])X‘U]"'l’

* It
the .de:
contain
in pro
ground
abunda
conside




