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VI INTRODUCTION.
fuc, the elder Branch of the eledtoral Family

put in an immediate, tho' unfuccefsful, Claim

to the Dutchy of lagerndorf with its Depen-
dencies.

In Regard to the Dutchies of LijjrnitZf

Briegj and IVohlau, the Rights of the Houfe

of Brandenberg were more complicated and

involv'd. The ancient Dukes of Lignitz &c,

were, at iirft, independent Sovereigns j but

Duke Bogijlam fubmitted in 1329, of his own
voluntary ConcefTion, to become a Vaflal of

the Kingdom of Bohemia^ on the Condition

of holding his Dutchies, as a true hereditary

Fief, to himfelf, his Heirs, and Defendants.

King Uladijlaus, in his Letters Patent of 1 5 1 1,

gave the Dukes of Lignitz a Power of alie-

nating their Eftates by Will ; and the fame

Power was twice renewed by King Lewis in

the Years 1522 and 1524; the Words of
whofe Letters Patent are to this Effedl —
That as the Dukes of Lignitz had always

* enjoy'd the Power of alienating their Ef-
tates, and difpofing of them between living

** Perfons (inter Vivos), fo they might alfo

** do it for the future, by Way of Teftament,
" and Declaration of their laft Will." A ge-
neral and full Confirmation of all Privileges,

beftow'd at any Time on the Dukes of Lig^

nitZi was granted by King Ferdinand the firft

to the then reigning Duke, in 1529.
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