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S3 CARVER'S TRAVELS.

- feen, are very erroneous. The rivers in general are <kf.

cxtbed as running in dtfierent jdireAions from what they
n^aflydo, and many branches of thenit particularly

the Mtififippi, omitted, jpie difls^aces of places,

likewife, are matly mtiivprefented. Whether this is

done by the French geographers (for the Englifli maps
are all espied from ubeirs) through defign, or for want
«f a jufl knowledgeof the covntryi I cannot fay ; but

I am iatisfied :hat travellers who depend opoa tfcem in

the parts 1 vifited, will find themielvei much at a lols.

' l4ar one half of the way, between the rivers^ is a
morafs overgrown with a kind of long grafs, the reft

iof it plain with fome few oak and pine trees growing
thereon. I dbferved here a great number of rattie-

foakM. Monf. Pinnifance, a French trader, told me
a remaikable ftory concerning one of thefe reptiles, of

#hich he fald he was eye wttnefs. An Indian belong-

ing to the Mcnomonie nation, having taken one of

thtmt found means to tame it ( and when he had done
this, tteated it as a Deity ; calling it his Great Father,

and carrying it with him in a box, wherever he vent.

This the Indian had done for feveral fummert, when
Monf. Finnifance actidentally met with him at thii

Carrying Place, juft as he was fetting off for a win<^

ters hunt. The French gentleman was furpriied, one
d^y, to fee the I|kdtan place the box which contained

hb Qod, on the gtound* and opening th.« door, gave
1 his liberty ; telling him whilft he did it, to be fore

uttd return by the time he himfelf ftiould t>e back,

which was to he in the month of May following. As
th*s was but in OAober Monfieur told the Indian,

\vhofe fimplicity aftuniihed him, that he fancied he
might v.ait long enough when May tirrtvcd for the at-

rival of his great father, 'ilie Indian was fo confident

of hii creature's obeoicnce, that ho oiFered to lay the

Frenchman a wnger Of two gallons of rum, that at the

time appointed he would come and crawl into the box.
'Cliis \v.i> aj*ret'd on, and the fecond week in May fol*

lou inp, ftxt d lor the c'etei miratirn of the wager, y^i

that pvriod they both mttr there again { ^hevs the In^

W>;>r. ittdcwn htsbox; trd (ailed £r>r his great fatj^.
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