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Brfpare for tlic defence ofour liberties and all that is Tacrcd'

C^ith united eflorts.-But before we proceed, U concerns us to

be well informed, both as to our real danger, and the iteps pro-

^^'\Vere^he-Ameriv-ans actually in a ftate ofopprc-ffion, it would

flicvv their wifdom and prudence, to fubmlt with patuncc to t heir

prefent condition, rather than to provoke the power that op-

prrfr.s them, without fome fair profpect of obtaining relief

One d.-grte of dlilreij, in co-iL-quence ot tlie weight of lUepal

power, is a grievance; ten decrees of aillrefs a. erroportionably

a- greater evil; but bad ns it is, ho mull be an idio: or a mad-

man, who would not prefer them to twenty.
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But we are fo far from being in a Hate of oppreffion that

the proper difpute fubfiUing between Great-Entain and any

of her colonies, excepting that of the Maj/.u/jujfits iJ.'-v. is

on'y, ^e Lana C.prino, about an att impohhg a duty ot rhyti

pence a pound upon tea. This is the o.dy ground ai-^- have

for complaining of the adminlllraticn ; and >et this hasocca-

fioned/throughout our colonics, fuch an indecent and violent

Crpo'ltion to rovernment as is truly aftoniflung. Can fuch b--

baviour, C!i <b flight a provocation, proceed ixova duUjd end

hyd fuhUas? No; i: i; impoflible. Whatever we may think,

6rfay, of ourfelves; if v,e had any true principles of toynliy,

or any tolerable fcnfe of the dut^ that is due to the fupreme le-

tiflative power, und<T which the providence ot God, and cur

own cnf-nt, have placed us, no trifling confidcrations could

prevail with us to behave towards it in lo petulant and dilio-

fpeftful a manner. iJut there is too murli reaJon to believe,

that our minds arc unprincipled, and our heart? diipofcd for

rebellion. Ever fince the reduction of Canada, we have been

bloated with a vain Ojinion of our own power and nnportnnce.

Our eafc has produced pride and wantonnefs. We have been

intoxicated with iuch drauj^-htn cf liberty, a- our conilitutionS

would not bear ; and under this intoxication, we have conceited

that ail the privilews indulged us were tiic effcdts of fear. Froni

thii.king, we have proceeded to fpeaking,_ difrripec\fully of

our mother country; and our language nov/is '• It is con-

" trary to reafon and nature, that the pevty ili: it'. cS Biniin

" flrmld govern, and give laws to, the e.xtenfive . .id mighty

" repions of J.'nerua."

Yet whatever r'ni2 may firoduce, nt prcfent the petty ifiand

of Brit 'ill is able to grv^-rn ten Aneiicfls, if t>e will ex;rt

her pow-r. I'u'. Ihe v,iih."s by knity and for-'ip.nance^ar.d

i::d".lrence to iecure our afieAions, and to rcnd'.v us icnu'ule,
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