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to be reftoredi and farther, repreienting the?

danger that might arife to themfelves, living by

permiflion in an enemy's country, if the bark

was not immediately given up, for which repri-

fals would be made on them -, as alfo, that we
fhould be anfwerable at home for interrupting

the fettled commerce. This letter was figned

by the Conful and three capital merchants. Our
Captains immediately returned for anfwer, that,

having no inflru6tions relating to the Spanifli

velTels trading among thofe iflands, they could

not juftify the releafing of the (hip on their bare

opinions, without fome order or proclamation of

her Majefty, the Englilh being protefted there

only on anchoring ground, and the bark being

taken in the open feas ; that, in cafe Mr. Van*

brugh, the owners agent, was not reftored, they

would carry away all the prifoners they had

;

and, if they apprehended any detriment to the

factory, they might ranfom the bark, and feek

their redrefs in England. They defired difpatch,

there being no time to lofe } and, upon fending

back Mr. Vanbrugh, they would releafe the pri-

foners. At night another letter came in anfwer

to theirs, from the Conful, importing, that the

Englifh men-of-war were civilly received there*

and never committed any hoftilities ; and that it

was Grange we fhould inlift on ranfoming any

Spaniards, who were never made prifoners in

England, or elfcwhere j and the Governor there

delivered up to him any Englilh prifoners that

were brought in by Spanilh privateers j where-

fore
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