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But this honor was not cafily to be obtain*d ; nor

tiras it beftow'd indifcriTiinatily upon the Vuloah
Great- It was decreed only by ihe public voice—

a

venerable aiFcmbly of Judgei, befoic whom the bodv
of the deceaicd was brought for trial, and folemnly ac-

quitted or condemned upon the evidence of the people,

Ev£N Kings themftlves, however much fpared when
alive, for the fake of public tranquility, had (fill this

m:>re than fiery Ordeal be.'orc their eyts ; and, by the

example of f >mc of their number, who had been refufcd

fcpulchre in th<,fe very tombs which their pride had pre-

pared to thf ir own mtmory, were taught both to vene-

rate and to dread a law, which extended its pufufh-

iiicncs beyond the ufual times of oblivion.

The M )Ral of this inftitution was truly fublime—

•

coi itantly inculcating a mod important kfljn—•" That
•whatever diftinftions our wants and vices may render

neceflary, in this Jhort and imperfcdl period of- our be-

ing they are all canccllcil by the hand of Death ; and,

through the end/efs untried periods which fu€ceed, vir-

tue and benefictrnce will make the truediftindlions, and
be the only foundations of happincfs and re sown !

If from the Egyptians, we pals to the Greeks,
partjcularly the cnlightcn'd ^thenians^ "^/t Hiall find that

they had an exprcis iawi appointing Orations and pub-
lic Funerals in honor ui thofe who glorioufly lacrificcd

their 1 ves to their country. -A nd this folemn cffice was
performed bei^urc the gicac alTmolies of the people j

lometimes for one, and lomctiines tor bands of heroes

together.

TwucYDiDES has recorded a celebrated Oration of

this \tii kii;d, deliveitd by Pericles. The illuftrious

fpeakrr afttr a molt animating dcfciiption of the jimor

Piiria—-ihe love of our country—which he exalts above
ail iiUman viriues, turns to the decealed

—

* " Having bellowed their lives to the public, every
*' one of them, fays he, haih received a praile that will

•' never deca}'--a Icpulchrc that will always be mod il-
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