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country was converted into one of the great stages at which 
these favoured travellers rested for a time to reap the reward of 
their exile, and resume theirjourney up the ascent of life, while 
all those who permanently resided here were doomed to be 
stationary spectators of this mortifying spectacle. Conscious of 
his own powers, he smarted under this treatment, and he who 
became too powerful for a subject, might, under a wiser and 
kinder policy, have been transferred to a higher and more 
honourable position in another colony. Progressive advance
ment, to which his talents, and at one time his services, gave 
him a far better claim than most governors can exhibit, would 
have deprived him of the motive, the means, and the temptation 
to seek in patriotism what was denied to merit and loyalty. 
History affords us some recent instances, in which the adminis
tration in the parent state have relieved themselves of “an in
convenient friend," by giving him an appointment abroad. 
Ambitious men who attain to this inconvenient eminence in the 
colonies, might, with equal advantage to the country and them
selves, be transferred to a more extended and safer sphere of 
action in other parts of the empire. No man now pretends to 
deny, that it was the want of some 'such safety-valve that 
caused the explosion in these old colonies that now form the 
United States. Patriotism then, as in all ages, covered a 
multitude of sins, and he who preferred, like a Washington, a 
Jefferson, or^n Adams, the command of armies, the presidential 
chair of a great nation, and the patronage and other attributes 
of royalty, to the rank of a retired planter, a practising pro
vincial barrister, or an humble representative in a local legisla
ture, easily became a convert to the doctrine that a stamp act 
was illegal, and a tax on tea an intolerable oppression. When 
loyalty, like chastity, is considered, as it now is, to be its own 
great reward, and agitation is decorated with so many brilliant 
prizes, it is not to be wondered at if men constantly endeavour 
to persuade themselves that every refusal of a request is both 
an arbitrary and unjust exercise of power, that denial justifies 
resistance, and that resistance is a virtue. Instead of conceding 
to popular clamour changes that are dangerous, it is safer and 
wiser to give ambition a new direction, and to show that the 
government has the disposition to patronise, as well as the


