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House of Commons Mtbnits*

SliCONl) SI".SSI0\-SI'VHNTI1 rAKM.WIF.NT.

SPEKCH OF MR. MILLS, M.P.,
III

ON

DUTIES OF ELECTION OFFICIALS.
FKIDAY, MARCH 4tii, 1802.

DUTIKS OF KLKCTIOX ()] TiriALS.

Mr. MIIJ.s (liotliw.'l!) iiiovtd :

Tlint it is tlir iin(liiul)t(,'cl riKlit and duly nl' llic JIoiisc (if

Commons to see thiit tlio rotiiriiinfr otiiccrs and otlior
officials wild havo duties iinposfd u|ioii llicin in llie cluc-
tion of ineniluTs to tliis House, act witli pcrlV'Ct lairncss
towards the vnrioiis candidates, and to hold such relnru-
iiiff oflicers ami ollu'.' nHUdals to the strict disidiarpie ol'

their duties; andthis ' -ni:^!' further aflirrus that the trial
of clecti(Ui |ietitioii« by the C(Mirts does not lessen the
autliority of the House over siudi officials, nor take away
tlie necessity for its supervision.

Ho .said: Mr. .Spiiiker, I ),'iive noliie yi'slcrday,

with the iis.sent of tlu' h'iidcr of thi- Uousf, tliat I

wotihl today make a motion in icfciencf to the
dutif.s of this House in relation to the tdections

which may hv from time to tinukiudd. Tin; motion
whifli I now ))roj)()SL' alliiiMs tliat it is tlie nndoulit-
eil ligiit of tlie liousc of Connnons to sec that the
returinng otiiccrs and other (dlicials \\ ho havcdntics
imposed \i|ion tlicni in the (dcction of nicmlicrs to

the House, shonhl act with perfect fairness to the
various 'ainlidates, ami to hohl such returning
olficers and other fdlicials to tlie strict discharge of

their duties. 'I"he motion also says : '•This House
further allirms that the trial of 'election pttitions
liy the cinirts cloes imt lessen the authority of the
House over such ollicials, nor takeaway the ncccs-
.sily for its su))ervision." I tiiink. Sir, that the
doctiini! laid down ni this motion is too clear to

admit of couti-over.sy. 'j'lu; House is the Judge of

its own rights ami privileges, aud it is also its

duty, as the tepreseutati\e Itody of the nation,
to see that tliose who hecoine memhers of the
House, tlo .so in accordance with the jjrovisious

of the law of the land. I ilo not say, .Sir,

that it is always necessary that this super-
vision should ex])ross itself actively ; it i.s sulli-

cient that it potentially exists, called into act-

ivity only when there is some aluise, some dis-

regard of duty, some misconduct or malfeasance in

ofhce on the part of ollicials who are iei|tiired to

discharge duties in the way presi'i'ilied hy tin; law
of the laml. The suhit'ct is an important one,
heeause e\'ery depaiture from |)erfect fairness in

the discharge of duties liy an olHcial may affect

the results which ought to he iiccoiujilished by the

exerci.ic of tlu' ch'ctive franchise. The effect of

such unfairiu^ss may alter' the represeutiitioli in

I'arliauu'nt ; ami in so far as it accom]ilishcs this

end, tiie intluencc and re.'-pe<'t which this House
should command in the countiy will he sc iously

wcakciu'd. It must not he forgotten that inuler
ou, .system of parliaiuentary government the
ailministration is always an interested pai'ty. Hut
tiieie is one marked ditference lictween our system
aud that which exists in Kugland. that here the
.Ministry as an iuteresteil party have it within
their power to exercisi; an amount of influence,

ami to exei'cise that intluencc in an undue way,
which is not open to an Administration in the
I'uitcd Kingdom. I .say, .Sir, that this power in

refeieiicc to idectious, wiiich is jjosse.s.sed hy the
Ministers jiere in a larger degree than it is

posscs.sed hy Ministers in tlu^ United Kingdom,
re(|uiics on the ])ait of this House even a more
active vigilance tiian is called for hy the duties that
devolve upon the House of ( onunons in the United
Kingdom. In the United Kingdom, the Clerk of

the Crown in Chaneery. wlu'ii lie receives tlie

warrant of the .'speaker, is iei|uired to issue the
writ to an oliiccr appoiutcil hy the law, a perma-
iient othcial of the House, for the ])u rpo.se of having
an election in a particular district. It is not o])en

to the Administration to interfere. The power of

Ministers over tiic Clerk of the Crown in Chaneery,
their |)o\\c'r to interfere with him in the ilischarge

id' his duties, so t'.ir as the law is concerned, i.s there
no greater than the power of other meinhers of

the House of Commons, lint. Sir, that is not the
<.'ase here. A few years ago, an .-Vet was passed in

this House repealing the law which named certain
ollicials as ]ici mancnt ollicers of the House for the
purjiose of ludding eli'ctiiuis. .So long as that law
continued on the Statute-hook, it was open to the
Clerk of I he Crowii in Chancery in Canada to dis-

charge the duty in prci'iscly the same way that the
Clerk of the Crown in Chancery i.i the United
Kingi hull discharges his duty. Ihit, Sir, hy the repeal
of that law, the relation hctween the .-Vilministra-

tioii and tiieClerk of theCrownint 'hancery was very
.seriously interfered with. 'J'he Administration was
given a control over that officer in the rlisrha^ge


