
PREFACE

Op the papers in this volume three have

appeared before ; two in the North American

Review^ one in the Forum^ to the editors of

which, respectively, the writer's thanks are

due for their courtesy in permitting the repub-

lication. The writer has also once or twice

drawn on previous papers of his own.

For such of the essays as have appeared in

print some inquiries have been made. Those

who desire to read them again are probably

of the same mind as the writer, and with him

believe that there is no longer any use in

clinging to the untenable or in shutting our

eyes to that which cannot be honestly denied.

The educated world, and to a great extent the

uneducated world also, has got beyond the

point at which frank dealing with a tradi-

tional creed can be regarded as a wanton dis-

turbance of faith.


