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adviKed "that a way bi sought of
pencilling a mutual understanding he-
tweon tiie niiaj(mity and tlio minority,
l»etw«Min tht) governniont at Ottawa
and the government of Manitoba?"
Wlio can reluso U> follow hini, as he
declares im the Baine Kp<?ech that "It
in by a mutual understanding alone
that thlH question can 1k» 8<'ttl('d, In

a manner wlirich m ill give to the min-
ority tlielr privil<»ge.s and their rights,
iijxil will not lnfrinu:e on tli«' rljL?hts of

the majority ?" "This is the way I

would do,'' added Mr. Laurier, 'if It

were my fortime to b<' the adviser of

Her MaJ«?ety in this country."
And how A\ould the I>il)<.»ral chief-

tain bring about a condition of afiairs
that would lead to such a mutual un-
dereitanding ? Just by following in

the li(ne« advocat<>d by his own dis-

tinguished predeceissors in the leader-
Bhdp of Canadian Liberals—Brown,
McKenzie and Blake. Hear him at
the lienirew meeting, as he t<ells ids
hearers how it could l>e done. "I
clKMj.se conciliation a« my motto," said
he. "We must have jwace in this
country. We must have harmony.
We are above everytJiing Canadians,
whatever may be our religious beliefs,

whatever be our opduioms. . . If vrn
want to build up this nation we can
do it only b"" everyone of us individual-
ly making sacrifice, upon the altar
of OUT common country, of somethdpg
of our own opinions and prpjudlces. If

the question is approached in this
way, I thiak it is easy of .solution,
but if it Is apiirioaehied in any other
way, I&ee nothdng but strife and dis-

cord for the future in this land of
OUITS."

No more true or patriotic words
were ever siM>keai by a statesman in
any land, and they ehoaild be well
weighed by both the minority and ma-
jority in tills province. Unless wise
counsels, such a,s Mr. Laurier recom-
mends, are to prevail, and that ere
long, the divergence between tlie con-
tending elements will have become so
wide as to make a reconicUlation im-
possible. Then, Indeed, as the Lilieral
leader foresees, and earnestly warns
us, "tliere is nothing but strife and
discord for the future in this fair land
Ol OUITB."

At Bpockville, on a later day, Mr.
Laurier returned to the subject, reit-

erating the opinion lie had already
expressed. "We may be separated by
creed, but we are all Christians. We
acknowledge the law of Clirist, and
surely tliei-e is in the hearts of all of
us enougii of the Christian character
taught by Christ, to allow every one
of us to make, for the regulation of
this question, a sacrifice, on the altar

of his country, of soniL'tlilng of lii- own
l>ref«*r<'nc<'«."

Like Dr. Grant, Mr. Laurier urges
tlwit the settlement of the question
should be effected l>y our own
legislature. The difficulty in lils

view of it do.-^ not arise
so mucli from any objection on the
part ol the majority to make conces-
sions tliat will hatisfy tiie aggrieved
minority, but rather iroiii an objec-
tion to tlie fi'deral i)arllament exer-
cising its authority to legislate on
the qui'Htlon, even tliougli Its posses-
sion of that nutliority may be alto-
gether undoubted.
When In his IJroekvilie address lie

openlj' made the declaratlnii: "I am
anxloufe' to see those privileges re-

stored to the liomun Catiiolic min-
ority In Manitoba," Mr. Laurier said
no more of course tlian we could ex-
pect him to say, as from the very first

he has not hesitated to express his

entire symiiatliy with hi-: co-reli Zion-

ists here in their hard fought strug-
gle. He went much furtiier, however,
and In the most emphatic terms ex-
pressed his unlimited confidence tiiat

If Ottawa left Manitoba alone, his

I'rotcstant hearers would gladly see

the claims of the minority conceded.
''There is not a. man in this audi-
ence," exclaimed Mr. Laurier in an
outburst of eloquence, "but who
would be glad to see the Catholic
schools restored by tlie legislature of

Manitoba." This was said at the
Merrlckvllle meeting, which, accord-
ing to the Globe's report was a spec-

ial y enthu lastic d munstration,
where "cheers went up for Mr. Laur-
ier from a thousand throats," and
wliere ''there was not a dissentient
voice amongst the shouts of approb-
ation with which the Liberal lead-
er's (declaration of policy was re-

ceived." 1 wish to be permltted,Mr.
Editor, to join most heartily in those
expressions of approbation.
Tliere Is a "but," however, which

Mr. Laurier liad to interpose before
he closed the sentence from which I

last quoted. "But", said he, ."there
Is a repugnance to the Canadian
parliament overriding the legislature
of Manitoba." Ah, tliat is just where,
tlie shoe pinches. Principal Grant
and Mr. Laurier have correctly diag-
nosed the difficulty. We do not like

to be told by outsiders that we are
in the wrong, much less to have an-
otlier power actually intervene, even
to Correct our ml-tiikes. Were Mani-
toba, herself to make the most Ilheral
concessions to the minority, the fact
would .scarcely elicit a word of unfav-
orable comment in the other prov-


