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II. PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATED
(SOUTH).

OFFICERS.
*

Bev. Thomas E. Peck, D.D , Moderator, Boanoke.
Rev. Joseph R. WUson, D.D., Stated Clerk and Treasurer, Wilming-

ton, N.O.
Rev. WiUiam Brown, D.D., Permanent Clerk, Richmond, Va.

The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States

met, agreeably to appointment, in the First Presbyterian Church, in the

City of Enoxville, Tennessee, on the third Thursday, 16th of May, 1878,

at 11 o'clock a.m., and was opened with a sermon by the Moderator, Rev.
C. A. Stillman, D.D., on 1 Corinthians, iv. 20 : "For the Kingdom of

God is not in word, but in power."

LAV EVANOBIilSTS.

The General Assembly, whilst recognizing the fact thai there ar&
spheres of Christian labour, which private Christians as well as Ruling
Elders may profitably and lawfully occupy, yet feels ciilled upon to givo

its solemn protest against the practice, now becoming general, of men
who have never been ordained nor licensed to preach the gospel, engaging
in that peculiar fimction of the Christian ministry ; and earnestly urgo
all our niinisterB and people to avoid encouraging the same, whether by
active co-operation or otherwise.

The plain teaching of our standards is, that, " The Word of God is

to be preached only by such as are sufficiently gifted, and also duly
approved and called to that office.^^—Larger Catechism, Q. 158. Indeed,,

tue whole doctrine of our Church as to the ministry, and the regulations

under which men are inducted into it, show that in addition to the call

of God, the authority of the Church is necessary to call and appoint them
to this work, whether as Pastors or EvangeUsts—and no amount of

apparent or even real good which may be connected with the labours of

unauthorized preachers or evangelists can justify us in dishonoiiring the
the ordinance of Christ, and by this means imdermining His Church.


