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ably loud tones that were occasionally interrupted by the

expostulations of a night-watchman.*

The peculiarly undisciplined manners of Maimon were

occasionally shown in violent outbursts of various feelings.

Too frequently it was an irritable temper that gave way.

The slightest provocation, even the loss of a game at

chess, t was apt to cause a painful explosion ; and then

his language was certainly far from being restrained by

those usages which are found essential to the pleasantness

of social intercourse. % The uncontrollable violence of

these outbursts was amusingly exhibited in the fact, that

sometimes he could not command the intellectual calm

requisite for thinking and expressing himself in his

acquired German, and, even ihough it might be a Gentile

with whom he quarrelled, he fell back on his Judaeo-Polish

mother tongue,which came to him as if by natural instinct.§

It is but fair, however, to add that these outbursts were

often merely the unusually forcible, but not altogether

unjustifiable, utterances of an honest indignation at

wrong.
II

For this strangely educated man, who in his outward

manners seemed to remain a somewhat rude child of

nature, was after all ready to yield, not only to an unkindly

irritability, but also to the more genial emotions. It is

* Ibid.y pp. 101-4. Mbid.y p. 217.
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