
PREFACE.

Cervantes says of one of his characters, that he was
" as kind a man as ever trod on shoe leather ; mighty

good to the poor ;
* a main friend to all honest people,

and had a face like a benediction." It is because I

believe all this literally true of the Archbishop of Canter-

bury that I inscribe this book to him ; for any approach

to insincerity would be alike unworthy of him and of

myself. The record of his inner life in that most touching

book, " Catherine and Craufurd Tait/' justifies the

earlier clauses, and no one who has seen him can dispute

the last.

For the name I have chosen

—

" Hours with the Bible "

—I am indebted to my old friend, the Rev. W. Calvert,

Vicar of St. Peter's, Lordship Lane. He may perhaps

• By a strange chance I read to-day in the paper :
" On Thurs-

day last, the Archbishop of Canterbury entertained 600 of the

poor of Lambeth to tea in the Library of the Palace. The
company, including many of the blind of the neighbourhood,

then assembled in the Palace grounds, where they were made
glad by the bright and cheerful conversation and singing of the

Archbishop's three daughters. At eight o'clock the evening

hymn was sung, and his Grace gave his blessing to all present.

On leaving, each visitor received a bunch of beautiful flowers."


