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CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY,

HON. SIR JOHN A. MACD(»IALD'S SPEECH,

OTTA\VA, 17TI1 JAiNUARV, 1881.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Mr. Speaker, I hii.1

intended, on Friilay niglit, tu huvo miulo homo remarks on

the amondmont that was thou in your liutids; i)Ut,

uiifoi'lunivtoly for myself mid, podiapM, Cortunatidy I'ur ilio

llouse, 1 wuft tuo minili indicpoiioU to bu ubio to do ho, imil I

Wiis oblij?od to loavo the Ohamber. That luotiou In,

however, di9]X)Hcd 01 ;
cunriidorahlo discussion was carried

on, but it is Hlill sujiposed to bo en riyk, and with your

permission and the permission of the Tlotise, I sIkiII oti'or n

few remarks, and tiioy will not bo lonp, on tbo Hulijoct ho

brouglit up and involved in lliat resolution and tlie amend-

nient, and on the discu.ssioi\ whieh ari)SO upon it. Sir, in

the tirsl piftco, I would like to speak of tlie jiosiiion of tlio

Governmont with rospeel to this whole question. It is

true itlia.sbeoii treated rw /fauscrm in this Houso and in

the c'ountr)-; but, lioluin^ the position that I do, 1 think it

willnotbe improiior, or idle, ora wasteo( lime,i(] recall Iho

attention 'i' the House to some of tlic facts coniierieil \\itli

tlic prcyenl condition of this groat enterprise, and it. doitij,'

so, 1 must ofVor tny most bumblo and respectful iip'dotty t<i

my colloafinc wli'i sits next mc, the hon. tin- Milliliter of

Railways, becnuse Ik- has n^ain and again gone ovi-r tlio

whoiu iJiround in a manner wliicli 1 may en\y, but whii.li

1 (.annot hope I" cmidnte. It is known that IVom the time

that Uritish Oilumbia came into ('onfoderation, and I need

not, read llio Jouriiuls of the House to prove vlio fact, that

the declared preference (•( both sideti of the Housi", oftho

then Purl iumunt, w:is in favor of the construction of the

Canadian I'aoilic Jfailway by an incor|>orated comjpany.

We corBmoiico Irom thai, starlinj;; point, and if wo
look through llio whole lino of llio discu.ssioii anil

the whole bno o\' the |ioli(;v of the two (.fovornmetits

which have hud to deal with that (juestion, we will

iind tills thread running through the whole siibjec t, and

connecting it in sucli u manner that it could not,

without complete Hoveratico of the thread, bo altpred.

It wa." felt in the cnuntry, in the House, and by cvei'v

thinking man, that if we hhoiild be f'orLunale enough, if

Canada should have sulfieient credit in the ntarket wheie

capilttlists do inobl congregate, to induce cupitalisls to come

forwar'l and undertake this great work, wo would havo
obtained for the l>oniinion a great advantage. Oar legis-

lation wa.s l«ih d upon that idea in 1H7-', The logislation of
the (jovornment that succec led us was ba.sed ujM)n the same
jtrinciple, that it wiis nd\ U«l.lt>, if )v,uwiblo, tn uvoid ull iho
tionbie, ros)ionsibilil}- and uncertainty, and all tho danger
to bo apprehended of making n groat work like this a
pnlitical engine, it wan thought by all jjttrties that it wa--

of tho greatest coiisequence that all those obstruclions to

the successfil prosecution of the work, to tho ciiriying out
o( this grout onjoct, and connecting thi.s country from sea to

sea and making it ono in fact as well as in law, should bo
removed

, that it was of the greatest eons<!qnonce that tho
work should be oxpolilod : that it should not bo carried on
iw a political worl; , that ilshould not be mudt- a niallerovci

wliicli rival jinrties could or wouh'. fight; that it should bo
undertaken on commercial princijdos and l>e built by a IxHly

of capitalists like any other railway, with the hope and
e.vpuctaiion that the capitalisls would get a fair and full

rtl urn for all their risk, lor all their expenditiiie, and tjr

.'ill their responsibility, 'ijio whole country wa.s in favor o(

llial ])ropos;tion, if it wa,: ]iossible to have it carrieil out.

Wo tric<l and wo "failed, although we m.tdo an eH'ort, a
strong and alnnjst a successful effort in 1872, to

tliu.s b'lild the railway, 1 will not drag into this
discussion, as far as I am concerned, and as far as my
remarks are connected vvitli the subject, any refereneos
to the political |):l.st. Al'usions were male to it by tho .so

opposed to the tiovornment, especially by IIkwo who desired
to asperse my.sell'; but, Sii', tliere is the record, there is tho
fruit of tho !i]>peal to the coimtiy.and J am Prime llinister

of Canad.'i, Jiut ndiatevcr may have been the cause of tho
failure of Sir Hugh Allan and the lirsi eompanv that wtu
organized for the purpose of building this road, 1 can see,

without rel'erence to any jtolitical reason, why that com-
jiany was defeated. I can only say it was not from any
want ot the sironi^nsi oj.position ottered to tho <.iovernmenl
ot which I was the head, but it was in consequence of the
two things oi-curring ( igethcr : the personal object In attack-

ing the Oovoinmcnlaiid the desire to overthrow the scheiuc


