
PER I-: REM-: MEN.IRI).

Mt'iiard nut I.aval, vicar apostolic of New I'Vaticc, afterward

tlif first bishop of (Juehcc. It was an inttTi'stinjf sceiu', that

tiK'ctinj,^ hotwein tin- ascetic, hij^h-iniii(UMl .Montmorency and

the hrave old missionary.

"l''atlier," said l.aval, "every consideration seems to

demand your stayinj^' here; hut (iod, who is stronjj^er than all,

wants you in those parts," pointinjj;' towards the West. \y\

This farewell jjreetinji' was a ^reat consolation to Menard.

"I low often." he wrote afterward, as he sat in a rude shelter

on the shore of Keweenaw I'ay. "have I revolved those words

in my mind, amidst the torrent's roar and in the solitude of

our f^reat forests.''

The ti()tilla ascended the Ottawa and Mattawan Rivers,

crossed Lake Xipissinj^- and descended l'"rench River to

Geor}.i;ian Hay. Thence the course lay west. They passed

Sanlt Ste. Marie and coasted the southern shore of Lake

Superior. 'Ko the aged missicMiary the journey was one of

uni)aralleled hardship. The Indians, who near Montreal had

forced Alhanel to j2^o ashore and return to the settlements,

made ]\Ienar<l carry heavy packs over portages and compelled

him to paddle nearly all the time. They even, from super-

stitious fear, threw away his breviary, but in his baggage he

afterwards found another one. Once, after they had obliged

him to disembark, he had to make his way over frightful rocks

and ])recipices in order to overtake them, lie hurt his feet

and leg, which remained swollen and sore during the rest of

the voyage, especially as he had tcj jump into the cold water

many times in order to lighten the canoe. Food became very

scarce. Those were deemed well-fed who fomid a certain

'71 On Octolicr L".itli, lUiKi, l.axal widlc as follows to Popf Alf.\-

'Tliis sutiinici- a jiiicst of tlic Sook'ty of Jesus left for a
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