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Government are ready, they bring down a

message from His Excellency with the

Estimates of the sums required for the pub-
lic service. For severai years past the

Finance Minister has brought down his

budget and made his annual financial

statement on the motion for the House to

go into Committee of Supply. But in case

of a change of the Tariff, the more consti-

tutional mode is to make his speech when
he proposes certain resolutions to be adop-
ted by the Committee of Ways and Means,
and this is generally done when the Esti-

mates are before the House and a basis is

made for the Committee in question. The
rules for proceeding in the Committees of

Supply and Ways and Means are precisel'

similar to those observed in other Com-
mittees of the whole House. Members
are not confined to one speech, but may
address the Committee as often as they

please on a particular resolution. The
Chairman acts as Speaker and decides all

questions of order, unless an appeal is made
to the House, and in that case the Speaker
immediately resumes.the Chair, and decides

the point in dispute.^ ' After the Budget is

formally before the House, and the leading

members on both sides have made their

speeches on the ?ommercial and financial

state of the country, the Committee of

Supply meets regularly and disposes of a
large amount of money at every session

;

but every vote is very carefully scrutinized

and the fullest explanations are demanded
from the Government, who, on such occa-

sions, have to perform the most difficult and
wearisome part of their legislative duties.

Resolutions agreed to in Committee are

reported to the House, but they are not
received until a later day. L This is a rule

which can only be relaxed in an extraor-

dinary emergency.
|

When the Committee
of Supply has nnished its labours, and
all the money votes have been adopted by
the House, the Committee of Ways and
Means passes certain resolutions which pro-

inde for the grants shown to be necessary

by the first mentioned Committee, and then

a bill, called the Supply Bill, is introduced

by the Government to carry out the resolu-

tions. This bill has often passed all its

stages in one day, but this is not in accord-

ance with the British practice, where the

rule requiring delay in case of money bills,

is strictly carried out. The bill goes up to

the Senate, where, however, it is never

altered, in accordance with constitutional

usage. On its return to the Commons, it

is carried up by the Speaker to the Senate

Chamber. When His Excellency has as-

sented to the bills jmssed by Parliament

during the session, the Speaker of the

Commons addresses His Excellency, and
asks for his assent to the Bill, and this

assent is granted with the usual formula:

—

' In Her Majesty's name, His Excellency

the Governor General thanks her loyal sub-

jects, accepts their benevolence, and assents

to this Bill.'

T<^ ^rom the commencement to the close

of the session, the House is kept constantly

busy from its hour of meeting, three o'clock,

until a late hour of night, and very fre-

quently until an early hour of the next

morning. It has not been unusual for the

sitting to last from three o'clock in the

afternoon, until the same hour next morn-
ing, with the regular recess from six to

eight o'clock. /The attempt to crowd a vast

amount of worlc into seven or eight weeks
is necessarily a severe strain upon members,
and it would be well if the sessions were
longer, and the hours more reasonablerj. It

must be remembered that the members of

the government have not only departmental

work to attend to, but there are very impor-

tant duties to lie performed in Committees,
by Ministers and Members. The Commit-
tees on Public Accounts, Private Bills, and
Printing, for instance, have very laborious

work to attend to during the mornings, and
then there are always any number of special

Committees appointed op motion of mem-
bers during the session. ^Last session there

were such Committees sitting in connection

with matters relative to agriculture, the

Charlevoix election, the criminal law, the

financial depression of the country, official

reporting, salt interests, sanitary reform,

telegraphs, and the winter navigation of the

St. Lawrence] all of which consumed a great

deal of time and obtain^ a considerable

amount of useful information, which is to

be found in the appendices to the Journals

of the House. It is impossible to exagger-

ate the importance of the work that is done
in the Committees. Many members who
take but little part in the debates of the

House, and consequently obtain compara-
tively little share of public notoriety through

the press, give up a great deal of time and
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