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coloiiy hy a final stroke : lieroes, wlio l)v llii-ir hravery

inspirt'd awc and aci.iiiiration, aiul struck tciror iiito tlif

breasts of thc warlike ituliaiis, forcing; tliein to retrace

tliL'ir stcps 'ind tliat liost of inissiiiiiiiarifs vvlio veiit-

iircd ainung llie trcaclicrous and crntl indians, tliron);li

thèse iinmeiise relions, and so often found deatli at tlieir

hands.

W'e, tlie citi/.ens of Montréal, nay, ofthe Dominion,

to whatever race or religion we belong, hâve inhcrited this

estate of land and glory which is coinnion to ns ail.

Maisonneuvc and his illustrions coinpanions are ])r<)perly

onr forefathers ; they havc founded this city and laid the

basis for a grand nation ; for, acconling to the prophétie

words of l'ather Viniont, the sniall grain of nuistard seed

bas grown up and developed and is covering the whole

land, and we enjoy in ;-jace, abundance and contentinent

the iiossessioiis they hâve acquired for us. AU tliings

that we .see staiiding accoiiiplishetl around us are jirop-

erly the practical realization, the enibodinient of thoughts

that werc in them. Well niay we be proud of our ancestr>-

and grateful for our héritage. No people in the vvorld

posse.sses a fairer, nobler origin ; noue enjoys a larger

sum of peace, plenty and liberty ; true liberty, I say,

founded on the respect ofthe rights of ail and of eacli :

preserved and safeguarded as niucli in the heart of the

people as in the ])riceless and glorious constitution of

Canada ; rights of niinorities, as niinorities alone re(|uire

protection in a démocratie country like ours, wliere the

niajority rules and will always take care of it.self : but

where, considering the dilTcrenl races and religions ofthe

people, the few niight be oppres.sed in a moment of jxission

and blind préjudice. God forbid that injustice sliould

prevail in the couiicils ofthe nation. Ket us remember

that injustice works di.sorder, and no nation is stable who
disregards the rights of conscience, of a civil and political

liberty. Hut my iniiid rests easy. The jieopleof this land

of ours are so ind)ue<l witli the si)irit of the true lil)ert\

that justice is sure to assert its rights and to prevail in

the future as il lias doue in the past.

I will now invite His lîxcellencj-, the Lieutenant

tiovernor, to unveil the statue of the founder of Mont

real, the illustrions de Maisonneuvc, who.se company as

that of ail great men, isa profitable company ; lie will be for

us the living light fountain, which it is good and pleasant

to be near ; the light which enlightened the darkness of

this land and which will enlighteii our .steps forward.

DISCOURS DK LHONOKABl.K J A. CHAPLEAU,

l.ieiiUMiiMit-diiiivcriuMii i\r \:i l'riiviiH'c iW yiu'lifi'.

Monsieur le l'résiiieiit,

Mesdames et Messieurs,

\'ous me saurez gré, j'en suis sûr, de faire ])récéder

les (juehiues paroles (|ue me suggère cette belle et patrio-

ti(|Ue démonstration, par la lecture de la lettre (|iie Son

I.HONOR.MM.i: J A CH.M'I,i;Ar,

I.ifut-.'iiMtï'-C.tMivtTiieiir de la l'rtJvince tU- niicln-r

h;xcellencele (iouverneur-C.énéral m'adressait hier, à mon
<lépart de Ouébec, comme son tribut d'éloges pour celui

dont nous inaugurons aujourd'hui la statue.

Ce discours terminé, le Lieutenant-tiouverneur, ac-

compagné du président et du .secrétaire du comité, se

rend au pied du monument et dévoile la .statue aux grands

applaudissements de la foule. I^a garde d'honneur pré-

sente les armes, et la musique fait entendre un refrain

militaire français.

CitailolK' (U' Um'lifo, k- 24 juin i.Sy.î.

Mon clicr lii'iiU'ii.iiit-nniivt-riifnr,

Diverse.'; causes m'eiiipOclieiit d'assister, ooniiiie je l'aurais

voulu, au (Icvoileinenl île la statue de Maisouueuve ; mais, je veux

olTrir mes cordiales félicilalious à la population de Montréal i(ui va

inaugurer ce monument en l'iionuenr de l'illustre fondateur de

cette \ ille.

Maisonneuvc est nu de ces personnages dont le caractère

j!


