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confidence, that the Liheral party had no iment lhad a mandate fromn the people to re-

sympathy with or 6nfidence in that Ad. ject that Act.

Hon. Sir IGEORGE ROSS-No. No.

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-I say thaît the
Liboral Party previous te their defeat in
1911 had ample opportunity te show their
faith by their works if thoy had chosen te
enter upen a building programme under
the Naval Act of 1910.

Somo Hon. MEMBERS-Hear, Hear.

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-In thc beginning
of May 1911 they had received tenders for
the building cf those ships Thoso tenders
lay in the Government offices. The month
of May went by, the month of June went
by, the Month of July went by, the month
of Âugust and the month cf September
went by, but those hon. gentlemen did
nothing tewards carrying out that pro-
gramme-they who had. expressed such anxî-
ety and such sdicitude for essisting Great
Britain i the difficultios which wero thon
lcoming up on the horizon. Did thoy show
any anxiety? Not the slightest. The tenders
were pigeon-holed. Inaction char&cterized
the Government. Ail the passivity ef indif-
ference which could bo exercised. wae done
i absolutely ignoring *the existence cf

those tenders. Wae such evidence as tbis
to hé accopted Ihat those gentlemen weto
sincere i ca.rrying eut such a programme
as they had declared for? I say it most
irresistibly ostablishe d that those gentle-
men had no intention of building the shipa
for which they had asked tenders. Thon
furthermoro they had within their own graap
the information cf their own experts, that
if they bail enterod upon that building
Programme for which. they had asked ten-
ders, those shipa would have bcen obeolete
before they were built. And why vas that?
I say that the Gevernment cf the day out-
lined a building programme which they
knew would not ho carried ont, and that
lhey embedied ternis inte that programme
which wculd necessarily warrant them in
neglecting the carrying cf it, int operation.
Henco, vo find Iheir experts declaring that
the ehips would héoeut cf date, would ho
obsolete befere they were. constructed.
That, I say, is oneocf -the compelhing reasone
why the <3overnment cf the day did not
procoed with the building thereof. Further-
more, in anaver te, what my hon. friend
has sad, I say Ihere is no question, and
I venture te say my, hon. friend vil not
controvert the etatement, that -this Govern-

Some Hon. GENTLEMEN-When?

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-At the last
general election Rt. Hon. Mr. Borden, the
*resent Primt Minýtvr. a ii1(iinced in 1910
what bài poIit-y '.ould bo; th'ir again in
1911 he annoite'd what that r' 'icy would
ho. If thsr3 v as any plank in the plat-
form. of the Conservative party in the
general elections *of 1911 it was that pdr.
ticular plank which defined most clearly
and beyond ail doubt whiat the attitude
i'f the Government would be upon that
-luestion. Mr. Borden in the House of
tommons stated emphatically that his first
a,L would be to malte a substantial con-
tribution, by shipa or otherwise, to nieet
the emergency of the heur. He further
staied that, after that, a permanent policy
would ho prnmulgated. We went te the
country, and the rc.untry pronounced upon
it. Hon gentlemen opposite know, my
lion. friends from Quebec know, that the
province cf Quebec, te almost a man, was
unanimously oppesed to the Naval Act cf

Hon. Mr. DAVIS-Why doni't you repeal
it if the ctuntry ie opposed te it? You
have not get tir courage.

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED - 1 therefore
affim that the prosent Government had a
mandate to declare and te introduce into
Parliamient the measure cf laut session
which, they did. If there is anything
which has marked the career of the
Goverument since they came int office, it
has been the implementing of overy pledge
which it has made ta the eloctorate. I
challenge any lion. gentleman to point eut
wherein tbis Government bas not shown by
its acts the intention te fulfil every pledge
made te the olectorate at that lime. Well,
what do we find? We find this, Ihat, net-'
withetanding the mandate given by the
olecterate te the Government, this. Sonate,
during the last session cf Parliament,
undortook te do what? Undertook te bring
about a dissolution. This Sonate did not
pronounce itef -upen any alternative
measuro. If hion. gentlemen*in this Sonate,
whe opposed that measure laet session,
woro sincere i a desire te ho of assistance
te the Empire, they would have, preposed
,an alternative scheme. . But was thero
any alternative schemo propeeed by my


