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Bon. Mr. AIKINS said that of course

there had been some delay on account of
the very large edition that had to be got
out. The more important Acta were pub-
lished, immediately after the rising of
Parliament, in the Canada Gazet. The
Minister of Agriculture had also circu,
lated the Quarantine Act in pamphlet
form.

Hon. Mr. MILLER-I never saw it,
Hon. Mr. AIKINS-lt had always been

found difficult to circulate the statutes
rapidly in Quebec and the Maritime
Provinces. In Ontario they were sent to
the Clerks of the Peace and distributed
by them to the Magistrates. In Quebec,
however, they were sent to the Magistrate
directly, and copies were constantly dupli.
cated. In the Maritime Provinces they
were sent to the Provincial Secretary. In
this way much delay occurred.

Bon. Mr. LETELLIER Ds ST. JUST
also complained that the French copies
had only been received by him just before
hé came up to the flouse.

Hon. Mr. OLIVIER made a remark to
the same effect.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS said that so far as his
department was concerned no delay had
taken place, but the laws had been placed
in the contractor's hands as soon as posa
sible.

Bon. Mr. MILLER said that the Gov,
ernment should look after the contracter.

Hon. Mr. AIKINS said that the printer
had suffered from strikes and other dif.
ficulties which, of late, had met so many
employers. The printing has been done
in a very satisfactory manner.

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON said hé had had a
good deai to do with the public printing
during the last thirty years, and hé wa in
a position to give some information on the
subject. He was not by any means an
apologist of the Government, but hé did
not see in what way the Government had
any responsibility in the matter. The con-
tract of printing was made with the Joint
Committee on Printin& composed of
members of both House, and hé contend-
ed that the Goverument had no power to
interfere. The contractor had a good
many difficulties to contend with
in his work, and it was pro--
bably to that the delay was owin.
He (the Speaker) had o ethé award.
ing of the contract to Mr. Taylor orgin-
ally, because hé did not believe the man
had the means and was not strong enou
to fulfil it. He had assured the
tee, however, that hé would obtain pro,
per facilities for the execution of bis work,
and had given securities for the due per1
formance cf t, for $8,000, and as bis tender
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was lower than any of the others hé had
got the contract. So far as the work was
concerned, hé believed that up to a cer
tain period it had been very well and sat-
isfactorily done, but hé found himself
unable after a time to go on with the con.
tract. He had relied upon getting double
composition, or double pay for one coma
position, and the committee, hé thought,
most righteously refused to grant the
double composition. The matter had been
taken into the courts to test the legality of
it, and the judges had decided that the
contractor was not entitled to double com-
position. He then appealed to the
clerk of the printing committee,
Mr. Uartney, and Mr. Hartney had
advised him to address the government.
The government had afforded him a certain
measure of pecuniary relief, and hé
thought they were justified in doing so.
He had not been consulted in the matter,
but hé was aware that Mr. Taylor was
seeking relief from the government, and
hé had advised them to grant a measure of
relief. He knew as matter of fact that the
contractor had been for a long time losing
at the rate of thirty cents on every dollar's
worth of work done for Parliament. His
contract allowed him 171 cents per thou.
sand for composition, and was compelled
to pay 30o to his printers for the same work.
He found, of course, that hé couldn't go
on. He had taken the contract at a
foolishly and ruinously low rate. Wages
and material had incresed in price, sud a
strike among the workmen had destroyed
his operations. He had done the best he
could; had gone to England and imported
printers to go on with the work, but hé
(the speaker) knew that Mr. Taylor had
actually had to sell a large portion of his
private property to carry on the work. In
tis emergency, the contractorfound him-
self unable to go on. He could not fur.
nish means to pay hie workmen. The
men threatened a strike in the office, and
the contractor had appealed to the
government for the aid which had been
given him. Under these circumstances,
and as hé said before, hé did not speak as
the apologist of the government He
thought they were perfectly justified in
granting relief. The matter would likely
come up before Parliament as hé (Mr.
Simpson) was aware that Mr. Taylor had
given notice to the clerk that in a few
days hé would suspend operations
altogether. It was quite clear that these
circumstances and not the government
were responsible for the delays that hon,
gentlemen had complained about.

lion. Mr. ROBERTSON said that the re.
marks of the hon. gentleman certamly-


