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whether we are going to have national unity or whether we are
not.

There are jobless people across Canada today. They want
jobs. The average people in this country want to put bread on
their tables. They want to have the dignity of being full-fledged
citizens participating in their society. They would much rather
be paying taxes than receiving welfare payments. It is up to us in
this Parliament and in every legislature in Canada to think of
those people, to think of the further advancement of Canada, this
nation that was put together by great people like George Etienne
Cartier, Baldwin and Lafontaine, people who had the flexibility
to meet the other person’s mind, have discussion and eventually
agree.

That is going to be the big issue in this Parliament. Are we
Canadians going to sit around, continue to bicker and differ
among ourselves on questions of national unity when if we got
together and had a meeting of minds we would go on to retain
and improve Canada as one of the greatest nations on the face of
the earth? Some people in other parts of the world would give
their back teeth to be here with us today.

We not only have a great obligation to Canadians to provide
jobs, we have a great obligation in this country to create research
and development, to go on with it, to think of people in various
parts of this country. Transportation is very important to this
nation. We have many issues before us today; a $46 billion
deficit in one year, a $500 billion debt in this country.

I beg and plead with all members in this House to get down to
the business that our ancestors would want us to do, and that is
building Canada, which they strained their backs and expended
their energies to do. They had a vision for Canada. Let us not
lose that vision. Canada is one of the most loved nations on the
face of the earth today. Other countries must be wondering what
is going on here. If we are arguing among ourselves, they will
wonder whether we are going to tear it apart or not. I have sucha
deep feeling for this nation that I could not help but lay my notes
aside tonight and express these very sincere and in-depth
feelings.

We have a nation here that is not fully developed. Some
people talk as if we are a fully developed nation. Out there we
can create jobs by promoting tourism in this country. Tourism in
Canada is virtually untouched, virtually untapped. We have
some of the greatest scenes in this nation. Remember this. We
have had a tremendous group of statesmen in this House over the
years since these Parliament Buildings were first designed in
1859 and the members here now are in some of those seats. I ask
the members to think about developing the vision, the sincerity
and the dedication to our nation of those people who passed
through these seats ahead of us over the years.

®(1930)

I have the list of Prime Ministers here. People think that
Parliament is a raucous place today. Take out Hansard and read
some of the debates on the great free trade of the 1911 election.
Read the debates of the conscription issue in this House in 1917.
It practically tore the country apart. It was a terrible thing on the
social conscience of Canadians.

In the opposition lobby and in the government lobby of that
day, I was told by an older person a few years ago, there was a
bar and the debate went on all night long. Can you imagine what
a spirited debate that was.

That is the kind of history we have here. We are not an old
country. We are a very young country. It is not surprising that we
should be having debates on national unity along the way. I just
want to say this evening that we should think of the railway
building which I mentioned and those people who immigrated to
Canada and their train trips across this nation. After getting off
ships some settled in Montreal. The St. Lawrence seaway
development is one of the finest waterways that any continent
could be blessed with. We can live together. You bet we can live
together and we can thrive together.

If we put our energies into developing Canada and put a vision
into this Parliament, exercise a vision to create jobs, we can
make Canadians happy again right across this country. Canada is
worth retaining. The world knows that. It seems to me that what
we have to do is convince ourselves. We have some great talent
in this country.

I have friends all across the province of Quebec. I have friends
across Atlantic Canada. I have relatives in western Canada
whom I have never seen, as many members may have. I have
been to the territories in the north. This is the way we can build
bridges. We must see our country and we must know our people.
There must be respect for people out there. The only way that we
can expect their respect is if we are not only seen to be but in fact
are working on their behalf and on their betterment for the
future.

There has to be respect for dignity, a respect for people of
different cultures, yes, and a respect for some decency through-
out the world. Hope and dignity should be the landmarks of this
Parliament.

 (1935)

I agree with the hon. member for Glengarry—Prescott—Rus-
sell when he said a while ago: “People think everybody was
fighting with one another in past Parliaments”. Over my years
here I have had many very good friends on both sides of the
House. I remain in touch with some of them today.

The 205 new members in the House have one of the greatest
opportunities going. It is a personal challenge. They too will
make friends back and forth across the floor. They too will find




