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The Address—Mr. Duputs

reach its high destinies if our legislators con-
cern themselves only with the material side of
the nation, because, above the social body and
more important than its functions, there is
the national soul. No one to-day can deny
the existence of a national soul in Canada,
for its attributes are easily discernible. In-
deed, we have a national conscience, we have
a national pride and we also have the vener-
ation of historical memories, and the days no
more exist when we could be taxed with
being a nation without a history.

The collective soul which Canadians possess
is a hardy and vigorous one, having its own
attributes and a unique character in the world,
it will moreover be found that the Canadian
soul, owing to these special and unique Juali-
fications which it possesses, is sufficiently
powerful to rise into those spheres where one’s
vision is not obscured by parochial considera-
tions or by prejudices inherent to our race,
but where we are able to embrace all cur
fellow citizens, regardless of the race or religion
they may belong to, and to also include in a
single glance all the beauties and wealth of
our vast national patrimony ad mari usque
ad mare. And since our soul can harmonize
with the national soul, it is possible for us
to draw from our glorious past the lessons
and strength which will guide us with cer-
tainty towards the future which awaits us.
Endowed with this mentality which takes its
roots deep in the Canadian soil, we are equally
proud of -our discoveries, pioneers and toilers
of the land, whatever may be their race.
We love to praise the courage and, valour of
those 60,000 Canadians of French origin which
comprised the whole population at the time of
the conquest, likewise we love to praise the
dauntlessness and devotion to the British
crown of those loyalists who forsook what they
cherished most in the thirteen colonies so as
to settle in Canada at the time of the Ameri-
can revolution. With equal pride do we laud
the fame of the companions of  Wolfe and
Montealm, whose immortality was sealed on
the stone of a common monument erected to
their memory near the old Quebec citadel.

To continue my argument forgive me, sir,
if I appeal to the living patriotism of the
citizen rather than to the legitimate sentiment
of the bereaved father—to continue my argu-
ment, I say, that when we recall the victories
won and heroic struggles engaged in during
the last war, it is with sublime pride and
loftiness of mind that we say, in speaking of
those who fell on the battlefields and who now
sleep their last glorious sleep on French soil:
Our Canadians were there; they fell it is true,
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but they fell in order that freedom might
survive and remain erect such as they had
dreamed of it.

We moreover admire the courage and de-
termination of those who cherishing an ideal
of liberty and desirous of improving their
lot, forsake their native country to come to
Canada and contribute, together with us, to
the building of the national edifice. May I
here make a digression to state that if it
were possible to choose those who cherish
such an ideal the problem of immigration
would thereby be solved. I avail myself of
this opportunity to state how much the true
Canadians admire the self-made man, the type
of person I have just been referring to and
to whom the right hon. Prime Minister has
just entrusted the Minister of Finance (Mr.
Dunning). His life will always be for us
and for future generations a lesson and symbol.

Having thus risen, our soul has acquired
such a freedom of action that not only can
it develop the virtues and culture belonging
to one race but it easily and without effort,
so to speak, acquires the virtues and culture
of the other race, convinced that these various
traits coordinate and complete themselves to
form that special and unique type, the Cana-
dian citizen such as Providence has willed
it and in whom I have faith. As for those to
whom this duality of character is burden-
some owing to the fact that they are forced
to learn another language than their own, why
should they not allow themselves to be con-
vinced by this charming legend, that destiny
decreed that we were in need of the most
beautiful languages in the world to laud the
beauties of our enchanting nature and the
heroic deeds of our ancestors? These, sir,
are the feelings which inspire the majority of
Canadians in this country; that is the goal
towards which we are inevitably moving, will-
ingly or not.

I recall in the history of the United States
that symbolic picture which an American
patriot distributed to stimulate enlistment,
and which represented a serpent whose body
had been sectioned off in thirteen parts; and
below these words inscribed on stone: “Unite
or die”. We also know by experience that
we must unite, for God expects much from
us. It is not without a purpose that He has
willed that the descendants of two great races
must develop this country. Destiny points
out the path to follow. “Blind, who fails to
see it, and guilty who seeing fails to follow
it

No doubt, we shall always have extremists
who will unceasingly advocate contrary doc-
trines, who will always seek to spread trouble



